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Destinee SwEENEY/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Army Lt. Col. Rafael Duran carries a local child down a mountain during a “chapel hike” in La Paz, Honduras, on March 30. 
Servicemembers use the hikes to distribute food to locals in remote locations and absorb their culture. 


Getting away from it all at Soto Cano Air Base in Honduras 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

SOTO CANO AIR BASE, Honduras 
he Coffee Club at Soto Cano Air Base has 
two rules when its “members” gather 
every Sunday morning under a gazebo 
beside the flight line. 

First, no cream or sugar in the coffee prepared 
from beans they’ve brought back from travels 
around java-rich Central America. 

“That’s a taboo for me,” said Army Reserve 
Mgj. Jeffrey Daley, leader of the club. “I equate it 
with putting ketchup on a fine piece of steak.” 

Second, no talking about work. 

“Because, you know, you need to have a place 
to come to get away from it all, a place to social¬ 


ize with people that is not home and not work,” 
Daley said. 

That’s especially important in this workplace, 
where about 600 servicemembers, mostly sol¬ 
diers and airmen, live and labor on a relatively 
remote air base that’s so small you can walk 
across the U.S.-controlled section in 10 minutes 
— although under the beating Honduran sun that 
walk feels a lot longer. 

Spouses and families don’t accompany ser¬ 
vicemembers here on their rotations, which last 
from six to 12 months. Eating options on base are 
pretty much limited to the dining facility and a 
handful of restaurants run by Honduran locals. 
None of the usual Popeyes chicken or Charleys 
grilled subs. The exchange is tiny. 

SEE SPECIAL ON PAGE 4 
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US ending 
waivers for 
nations that 
buy Iran’s oil 

By Matthew Lee 
Associated Press 

The Trump administration 
said Monday that it will no longer 
exempt any countries from U.S. 
sanctions if they continue to buy 
Iranian oil, stepping up pressure 
on Iran in a move that primarily 
affects the five remaining m^or 
importers: China and India and 
US. treaty allies Japan, South 
Korea and Turkey. 

President 
Donald Trump 
made the deci¬ 
sion as part of 
the administra¬ 
tion’s “maxi¬ 
mum pressure” 
campaign on 
Iran that aims 
to eliminate all of its revenue 
from oil exports that the US. 
says funds destabilizing activity 
throughout the Middle East and 
beyond. 

“This decision is intended to 
bring Iran’s oil exports to zero, 
denying the regime its principal 
source of revenue,” the White 
House said in a statement. 

Announcing the step. Secre¬ 
tary of State Mike Pompeo said 
no more sanctions waivers would 
be granted when the current 
waivers expire on May 2, choking 
off Iranian income that had been 
more than $50 billion a year. 

“The goal remains simply to 
deprive the outlaw regime of the 
funds that it has used to destabi¬ 
lize the Middle East for decades 
and incentivize Iran to behave 
like a normal country,” Pom¬ 
peo told reporters at the State 
Department. 

The administration had granted 
eight waivers when it reimposed 
sanctions on Iran in November 
after Trump pulled the US. out of 
the landmark 2015 nuclear deal. 
The waivers were issued in part to 
give those countries more time to 
find alternate energy sources but 
also to prevent a shock to global 
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'Every little bit counts’ 

For Earth Day, local divers collect trash off Okinawa 





Photos courtesy of Tori Sharpe 


Above: Marine Corps 2nd Lt. Kelsie 
Maxwell, of Combat Logistics Regiment 
35, poses with trash collected from 
the ocean near Chatan, Okinawa, on 
Saturday. Below: Volunteer divers search 
for trash as part of the cleanup event, 
hosted by Mermaid Island Diving and 
Project AWARE. 



By Carlos M. Vazquez II 

Stars and Stripes 

CHATAN, Okinawa — Divers collected 
more than 120 pounds of trash Saturday 
from the seafloor at Sunabe Seawall South 
Steps in Okinawa for an early Earth Day 
celebration 

The event, sponsored by the owners 
and instructors at Mermaid Island Div¬ 
ing and the nonprofit organization Project 
AWARE, drew 72 scuba and snorkeling 
volunteers for three hours to collect trash 
from the ocean environment. 

Each month, the owners of Mermaid Is¬ 
land Diving, Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. 
Scott Dahn and his wife, April, meet with 
students and other divers at the Sunabe 
Seawall steps, a site they’ve adopted as 
their own through Project AWARE. 

The nonprofit has worked with scuba 
divers for more than 25 years to protect 
the ocean in their own communities and to 
supply them with cleanup kits, according 
to the organization’s website. 

The turnout Saturday for the south steps 
cleanup was the largest for a one-day event 
and double the turnout last month, the 
Dahns said. 

The group filled 10 large garbage bags 
with plastic containers, metal cans, glass 
bottles and bits of Styrofoam, among other 
items. 

“Our goal is to get as much trash out,” 
Scott Dahn told Stars and Stripes on Sat¬ 
urday. “We’ll sort it down to glass, metal, 
plastic and burnable and weigh it, and then 
we provide the data we collect to Project 
AWARE.” 

The Dahns, who train their students at 
the south steps, share a concern for the 
marine life they see there. 

“It’s sad when you see fish or turtles with 
plastic or fishnet around their neck,” Scott 
Dahn said. “[Through] this type of event 
as a whole, when the dive and local com¬ 


munity come together, we can help prevent 
that.” 

Many of the divers made multiple treks 
into the water, hauling out trash collected 
in mesh bags, some finding batteries, cell¬ 
phones and bicycle parts. 

April Dahn pointed out the hazards that 
lithium batteries, plastic and fishing lines 
pose for sea life. In her experience diving 
the world’s oceans in places such as Bali, 
she’s seen that curtailing ocean pollution is 
important to maintaining a healthy Earth, 
she said. 

The Dahns said that even while diving 
for fun, they find themselves cutting away 
fishing lines and collecting trash at various 
sites. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Matthew Bel- 
lotte has been stationed two years with 
Medical Logistics Company at Camp Rin¬ 
ser, Okinawa, and became a certified diver 
through Mermaid Island Diving. He volun¬ 
teers for the cleanup every month. 

“It’s a lot of fun and it doesn’t take a 
whole lot to go out of your way — just a 
couple kicks and grab a piece of trash,” he 
said. “We’ve seen quite a bit of trash, es¬ 
pecially after the bigger storms. If you go 
diving right afterwards, a lot of the trash 
is blown in.” 

The amount of trash collected this month 
fell short of the 350 pounds gathered last 
month, maybe a sign the group is making a 
difference in this corner of the East China 
Sea. 

“This is just one site after all, but every 
little bit counts,” Bellotte said. “Rome 
wasn’t built in a day, and it wasn’t built 
with a single person. It took a community, 
a lot of people and a lot of time. So just like 
that, it’s going to take a lot of effort to over¬ 
all make the world a better place.” 

vazquez.carlos@strlpes.com 
Twitter: @StripesCarlos 


t 

Photos by Carlos VAZQUEZ/Stars and Stripes 

Above: A volunteer scuba diver comes to 
shore with garbage he collected. Below: 
Volunteers sort the garbage. 
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Army proposes pay increase for aircrews 

Plan to offer aviation incentives comes as pilots are leaving service at record rate 



Roxana THOMPSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


An AH-64 sits ready for takeoff in Afghanistan as the Apache pilots conduct their final 
pre-flight inspections. Faced with a record attrition rate, the Army is proposing new 
financial incentives to retain more pilots. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

The Army wants to boost flight pay and 
award pilots with incentive money for ca¬ 
reer achievements in a bid to stem a record 
10% attrition rate due largely to aging air¬ 
crews and competition from commercial 
airlines. 

Mgj. Gen. William Gayler, commander 
of the Army Aviation Center of Excel¬ 
lence, spoke of the adjustments the Army 
is weighing to retain more experienced pi¬ 
lots at an aviation conference last week. 

“We have a commercial airline industry 
that needs pilots,” Gayler said in an Army 
statement. “All of our services have seen 
aircrew members migrate out to the com¬ 
mercial world.” 

The shortage of pilots across the mili¬ 
tary is most acute in the Air Force, which 
is facing a deficit of about 2,000 pilots. 

The Army is also under its authorized 
strength for aviators, especially AH-64 
Apache pilots, who take longer and are 
more expensive to train than many other 
pilots. 

The commercial airlines, meanwhile, 
have stepped up efforts to recruit Army 
rotor-wing pilots. 

To ease a global pilot shortage, U.S. re¬ 
gional airlines are recruiting military pi¬ 
lots by offering tuition reimbursement, 
sign-on bonuses and higher salaries, Re¬ 
uters reported in January. Military he¬ 
licopter pilots need only about 90 days of 
additional fixed-wing training to qualify 
for a type rating in commercial flying, ac¬ 


cording to Reuters. 

Compounding the problem for the Army 
is the high percentage of pilots nearing 
retirement age, Gayler said at the confer¬ 
ence, according to the Army statement. 

Gayler said it was “alarming” that al¬ 
most 30% of warrant officer crew mem¬ 
bers are eligible to retire, while more than 
40% of all warrant officers have more than 


17 years of service. 

Last year, the Army began offering re¬ 
tention bonuses of up to $35,000 to more 
experienced pilots. 

Gayler said at the conference that bo¬ 
nuses are only a short-term fix. Instead, 
he said, the aviation branch has proposed 
boosting flight pay, which can retain more 
qualified aviators, he said. 


“We probably need to look at it and adjust 
it a little bit if we’re having to throw bonus 
money to keep people,” Gayler said. 

The current rate of up to $840 per month 
for active flight pay has not changed in 
more than a decade. 

“It’s time for an adjustment again,” Gay¬ 
ler said, adding that the new figure hasn’t 
been determined. 

The Army may also offer additional in¬ 
centive money to pilots who achieve a sig¬ 
nificant milestone, such as becoming an 
instructor or test pilot, he said. The Army 
aviation branch has also recommended in¬ 
creasing its active-duty service obligation 
for new aviators from six to eight years, 
similar to what other services do. 

In another change, the active federal 
service maximum for enlisted soldiers 
wanting to convert to warrant officer avia¬ 
tors has been dropped from 12 years to 
eight years, without a waiver, Gayler said 
in the statement. 

About 75% of warrant officers were once 
enlisted, according to the statement. The 
adjustment would lengthen a soldier’s avia¬ 
tion service if retiring at 20 years. 

“All of these are just levers to try to re¬ 
tain people,” he said. “The single most im¬ 
portant will probably be to pay them for 
what their skills require. 

“That’s a tough thing to do right now 
when money is a challenge and we have to 
prioritize for other things, but we’ve got to 
find ways to keep them.” 

svan.iennifer(I>stripes.com 
Twitter; @stripesktown 


Navy ends CARAT 
exercise early in wake 
of Sri Lanka blasts 



Ryan McLEARNON/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


Petty Officer 2nd Class Jacob Crowe salutes the Sri Lankan navy's 
SLNS Samudura as the USS Spruance pulls into Hambantota, Sri 
Lanka, on Thursday for exercises that have since been canceled. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
AND Christian Lopez 
Stars and Stripes 

After nearly 300 people were 
killed on Easter Sunday in a se¬ 
ries of bombings at public build¬ 
ings, churches and hotels across 
Sri Lanka, the U.S. and Sri Lank¬ 
an militaries have called off their 
planned Cooperation Afloat and 
Readiness Training exercise this 
week, according to the U.S. Navy. 

The USS Spruance and USNS 
Millinocket arrived Thursday 
at Sri Lanka’s Hambantota port, 
about 160 miles southeast of the 
country’s capital, Colombo, for 
what was planned as a weeklong 
exercise. Seven of the eight bomb¬ 
ings occurred in or near Colombo, 
with one in Batticaloa, about 170 
miles northeast of Hambantota 
port. 

Seventh Fleet spokesman Clay 
Doss, in a statement Monday 
to Stars and Stripes, said that 
“all U.S. personnel involved in 
CARAT are accounted for” after 
the attacks, and they are now 
leaving the country. 

“We fully support our Sri Lank¬ 
an partners during this tragic 
situation and offer our deepest 
condolences for all of the vic¬ 


tims,” he said. 

The death toll in Sri Lanka rose 
Monday morning to 290, including 
dozens of foreigners. The Associ¬ 
ated Press reported. Police have 
arrested 24 people in connection 
with the attacks. 

About 500 people were wound¬ 
ed in the deadliest attack in the 
country since its civil war ended 
in 2009, the report said. U.S au¬ 
thorities said several Americans 
were among the dead, while Brit¬ 
ain, India, China, Japan and Por¬ 
tugal said they, too, lost citizens, 
according to the AP. 

Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo on Monday condemned the 
violence, saying on his official 
Twitter account that the attacks 
“demonstrate the brutal nature 
of terrorists whose sole aim is to 
threaten peace & security.” 

President Donald Trump tweet¬ 
ed that the U.S. “offers heartfelt 
condolences to the great people of 
Sri Lanka.” 

“We stand ready to help!” he 
added. 

The U.S. Embassy in Sri Lanka 
issued a travel advisory Sunday, 
suggesting visitors “exercise in¬ 
creased caution in Sri Lanka due 
to terrorism.” 


“Terrorist groups continue 
plotting possible attacks in Sri 
Lanka,” the embassy said in a Sun¬ 
day statement. “Terrorists may 
attack with little or no warning, 
targeting tourist locations; trans¬ 
portation hubs; markets/shopping 
malls; local government facilities; 
hotels; clubs; restaurants; places 
of worship; parks; mqjor sporting 
and cultural events; educational 
institutions; airports; and other 
public areas.” 

This is the 25th year for 
CARAT, which is the Navy’s “old¬ 
est and longest continually run¬ 
ning regional exercise in South 
and Southeast Asia,” according 
to an April 18 Navy statement. Sri 
Lanka was the first of seven part¬ 
ner nations to participate in the 
2019 iteration. 

During CARAT’s Sri Lanka 
phase, the Navy and Marine 


Corps planned to work with the 
country’s armed forces at sea to 
test communication and “coor¬ 
dinate and respond to scenarios 
at sea to include maritime patrol 
operations; maneuvering exercis¬ 
es; surface gunnery drills; visit, 
board, search and seizure drills; 
vertical replenishments opera¬ 
tions; flight operations and search 
and rescue swimmer exercises,” 
according to the statement. 

A Navy spokesman would not 
say how much of the planned ex¬ 
ercises took place. 

After they leave Sri Lanka, 
sailors and Marines will contin¬ 
ue CARAT with other countries 
throughout the year including 
Brunei, Indonesia and Thailand, 
according to the Navy statement. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 

Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 
lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_Stripes 


Soldier who 
died in Iraq 
identified 

Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. servicemember who 
died this past weekend in a non¬ 
combat incident in northern Iraq 
has been identified by the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense as Spc. Ryan 
Dennis Orin Riley. 

Riley, 22, from Richmond, Ky., 
died in Nineveh province on Satur¬ 
day. The inci¬ 
dent is under 
investigation. 

U.S. troops 
are continu¬ 
ing to serve 
in Iraq as 
part of a 
coalition to 
train, advise 
and assist 
Riley local forces 

in the fight 
against an Islamic State insur¬ 
gency after helping bring an end 
to the terrorist group’s physical 
“caliphate” in Iraq and Syria. 

Inherent Resolve said in a state¬ 
ment earlier this month that the 
group maintains an underground 
network of cells and that the 
U.S.-led coalition is continuing to 
provide Iraqi security forces the 
training needed to defeat those 
cells. 

news@stripes.com 
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Special: 'Coffee Club,’ 
tournaments and children 
make life on base enjoyable 



Wyatt OLSON/Stars and Stripes 


Senior Airman Peter Guy gathers hugs during a visit to Our Lady Guadalupe Chiidren’s Home, an 
orphanage near Soto Cano Air Base, Honduras, on March 8. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Col. Kevin Russell, command¬ 
er of Joint Task Force-Bravo, the 
umbrella command under which 
those uniformed troops serve, de¬ 
scribed a sparse base lifestyle fit 
for Henry David Thoreau. 

“You can strip away a lot of 
the things that would take away 
your time,” he said. “We don’t 
have traffic, for goodness’ sake. 
There’s no rush hour. 

“You take away a lot of those 
things that are time thieves, if you 
will, and you get a lot more time 
back in your hands to work the 
job, understand the language, un¬ 
derstand the culture and develop 
yourself personally and profes¬ 
sionally. That’s what makes this 
place special, in my opinion.” 

‘Best-kept secret^ 

During a recent basketball 
tournament, former soldier Dan 
Carter watched a game between 
the Hot Boys — composed of fire¬ 
fighters with the 612th Air Base 
Squadron — and the Armedellos, 
whose players and team name 
came from the MEDEL, or medi¬ 
cal element. 

“This place is the best-kept se¬ 
cret” in the Defense Department, 
said Carter, director of the base 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
services. 

“Well,” he added — “at least the 
best-kept secret in the Army.” 

Similar deployments usually 
call for long days of work, 12 to 14 
hours, he said. 

“Here, it’s an eight-hour job,” 
he said. “You get to stay on base 
in pretty good housing. You’ve 
got a pretty good [dining facility], 
probably the best in the DOD, at 
least of the ones I’ve seen. You 
have a chance to save, pay off 
bills — and travel too.” 

MWR organizes annual basket¬ 
ball, football and volleyball tour¬ 
naments, and base units compete 
furiously knowing their short ro¬ 
tations won’t give them another 
shot at the title. 

So, what do players do to pre¬ 


pare for tournaments? 

“Umm, nothing,” Sgt. Lewis 
Delorean said from the sidelines 
after playing in a game. “We all 
work, so you just gotta have tal¬ 
ent. When you get off work, that’s 
when the games start.” 

Marathons, however, are the 
beating heart of competition at 
Soto Cano, with races of varying 
lengths happening almost every 
week. Diehard runners are up at 
4:30 a.m. to jog the inside perim¬ 
eter of the base to prepare for the 
next race. 

During “chapel hikes” held 
quarterly since 2007, base per¬ 
sonnel take buses to small vil¬ 
lages an hour or two away, then 
hike the last several miles up 
mountainsides while carrying 
backpacks holding 25 pounds of 
food. The food is distributed to 
the residents, who often celebrate 
the visit with local dances and 
music. 

“It’s a great thing — and 
unique to this installation,” said 
Capt. Wade Shepard, a chaplain 
at Soto Cano and an organizer of 
the hikes. 

‘Kids will pick you’ 

Senior Airman Peter Guy runs 
for a different reason. 

On a recent late afternoon, he 
was sprinting across the grounds 
of Our Lady Guadalupe Chil¬ 
dren’s Home, pursued by a couple 
of dozen squealing girls ages 8 to 
early teens. 

When they caught him, they 
formed a scrum of hugs and 
laughing faces. The 38 girls who 
live in the home, about a five- 
minute drive from Soto Cano, are 
orphans or the children of par¬ 
ents who had no means to feed 
and clothe them. 

Each unit of Joint Task Force- 
Bravo supports an orphanage in 
the region, providing friendship, 
supplies and elbow grease for 
needed projects. 

For the past year, Guy has been 
the volunteer coordinator for all 
the units, but much of his time is 
spent at Our Lady Guadalupe, the 


home supported by the 612th Air 
Base Squadron, where he works 
in vehicle maintenance. 

Guy had become involved in 
orphanage volunteerism while 
stationed at Misawa Air Base, 
Japan. 

“It was something I fell in love 
with there,” he said. “I came here 
and heard about the orphanage, 
and I was, like, I need it.” 

The 612th usually gets about 40 
volunteers for the monthly visits, 
he said. “So, it’s one on one.” 

“It’s awesome,” he said. “You 
go, and the kids will pick you. 
‘You’re mine. You’re mine today.’ 
Every time you get off the bus, 
that kid is going to find you and 
make you braid their hair or paint 
your nails or whatever.” 

Under Guy’s tenure, they began 
celebrating children’s birthdays 
each month with cakes and sing¬ 
ing. He arranged to get them onto 
Soto Cano to use the swimming 
pool for the first time ever. 

“It was an incredible amount of 
paperwork,” he said. 

He confesses some mistakes. 
He bought them a Spanish-lan- 
guage soundtrack to the film 
“Frozen,” which he said the chil¬ 
dren played so many times dur¬ 
ing a visit that he was “ready to 
bash my head on the table.” 

His deployment to Honduras 
ends this month. 

“I don’t know enough Spanish 
to tell them I won’t be coming 
back,” he said. 


Coffee and bugs 

Many of the servicemembers 
take part in the numerous week¬ 
end excursions organized by 
MWR: a cigar factory, a waterfall, 
river tubing, bike tours, caves, 
local handicrafts and, of course, 
an organic coffee co-op. 

“The coffee from Central 
America is some of the finest in 
the world,” said the Coffee Club’s 
Daley. “When people come back 
from an exercise or a meeting 
or a conference or something, 
they’ll come back with a bag of 
coffee and they’ll share it with 
the group.” 

Six to 30 people show up on any 
given Sunday morning to sip and 
chat, he said. 

“We get all kinds to participate 
in Coffee Club,” he said. “We get 
people who like coffee. We get 
people that never really liked 
coffee but were curious. We get 
people who are predominantly 
tea drinkers but are a little bit cu¬ 
rious about coffee.” 

Daley is originally from Seat¬ 
tle, living there when Starbucks 
was just a local chain. He was one 
of the first baristas for Starbucks 
when the chain reached Florida 
in the 1990s, he said. 

“There are a lot of fun things to 
talk about over a cup of coffee,” 
he said. 

For example, during a recent 
Sunday morning, the conversa¬ 
tion turned to bugs. 


“Now, why did we talk about 
bugs, you might ask,” he said. 

Some of the base’s old wooden 
buildings are rife with termites, 
and one of the coffee club attend¬ 
ees, an exterminator in civilian 
life, offered up little-known tricks 
of the trade. 

“Sometimes our discussions 
go on for three hours,” he said. 
“There are a lot of amped-up 
people.” 

The Coffee Club gathering caps 
off weekends, but it’s an assembly 
each Friday afternoon that kicks 
them off 

Standing beneath the sprawl¬ 
ing canopy of the “Tree of Life” 
next to the flight line, unit com¬ 
manders gather soldiers and air¬ 
men to hand out awards, review 
what’s gone well and not so well 
and send their people off on week¬ 
ends filled with marathons, scuba 
diving, barbecues and outings be¬ 
yond the base. 

“Get out there and see stuff, 
do stuff,” task force command¬ 
er Russell said during a recent 
gathering. 

“If you’re not, this place looks 
like any other place. You can 
watch Netflix anyplace and it will 
look the same. It’s all the stuff ex¬ 
ternal to your room that you get 
to find out just how special this 
place is.” 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


2nd Okinawa-based airman in 4 days arrested on suspicion of DUI 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
For the second time in less than 
a week, a Kadena-based airman 
has been accused of crashing a 
vehicle while under the influence 
of alcohol. 

Senior Airman Timaan Games, 
24, was arrested on suspicion of 
drunken driving about 8:40 a.m. 
Saturday after he rear-ended a 
vehicle, which then crashed into 
another while driving north on 
Route 85, Okinawa Police deputy 
chief Hirotoshi Iha said Monday. 

The incident occurred in Oki¬ 


nawa City, near gate No. 2 of 
Kadena Air Base, police said. 

No injuries were reported, but 
Games’ blood-alcohol content was 
four times higher than Japan’s 
legal limit of 0.03%, Iha said. Gar- 
nes told police he remembered 
driving but not the crash. 

By comparison, all 50 US. 
states have set 0.08 as the legal 
limit for driving under the influ¬ 
ence or driving while impaired. 

Games’ case is being turned 
over to Japanese prosecutors, Iha 
said. 

Officials from Kadena’s 18th 
Wing could not be reached Mon¬ 
day, but they typically do not 
comment on cases that are under 


investigation. 

The incident comes just days 
after another Kadena airman 
was arrested after police allege 
he struck a motorcycle, injuring 
two, while intoxicated. 

Senior Airman Zachary Lamont 
Ransom, 26, was taken into custo¬ 
dy Wednesday after rear-ending 
a motorcycle while driving north 
on Route 58 at Mihama in Chat- 
an, Iha had told Stars and Stripes 
previously. Two passengers on 
the motorcycle suffered minor in¬ 
juries to their arms. 

Ransom’s blood-alcohol con¬ 
tent was nearly twice Japan’s 
legal limit. He was turned over 
to prosecutors and charged with 


drunken driving and causing in¬ 
jury to motorists while drunken 
driving. 

Those incidents follow an ap¬ 
parent slaying-suicide on the 
island at the hands of an Okina¬ 
wa-based servicemember. 

The bodies of Navy Petty Of¬ 
ficer 3rd Class Gabriel Olivero, 
32, of North Carolina, and Tamae 
Hindman, 44, of Okinawa, were 
found April 13 at Hindman’s 
apartment in Chatan. Okinawa 
police allege Olivero — a Navy 
corpsman attached to the 3rd Ma¬ 
rine Division — fatally stabbed 
Hindman before taking his own 
life. 

Crimes committed by US. ser¬ 


vicemembers on Okinawa are 
amplified by a core subset of the 
population advocating for fewer 
U.S. troops in the prefecture. Sev¬ 
enty-two percent of voters voted 
against the relocation of Marine 
air operations within the prefec¬ 
ture in a February referendum. 

In a letter dated April 14, III 
MEF commander Lt. Gen. Eric 
Smith asked all U.S. servicemem¬ 
bers on Okinawa to keep a low 
profile to show respect to a com¬ 
munity in mourning. The Associ¬ 
ated Press reported. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Veronica McNABB/Courtesy of the U.S. Army National Guard 


Eric Williams is promoted to first lieutenant by Lt. Col. Laketter Cannon, 184th 
Sustainment Command, on March 11. The Army plans a major overhaul of its 
promotions system to reward senior NCOs’ merit rather than length of service. 


Merit over seniority 

Army revamping its 50-year-old centralized 
promotion board processes for senior NCOs 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 


The Army will revamp its centralized 
promotion board processes over the next 
few years to focus on advancing senior 
noncommissioned officers on merit, not 
time served. 

Gone will be annual sequenced promo¬ 
tion lists and the “P” status for promotable 
NCOs, to be replaced by quarterly fore¬ 
casts and monthly selection processes for 
sergeant and above. 

Officials also plan to expand the use of 
merit-based rankings for other uses be¬ 
yond the promotion process, such as for 
identifying subpar soldiers for separation, 
the Army said in a directive published ear¬ 
lier this month. 

The changes are aimed at “promoting 
the right people at the right time,” the ser¬ 
vice’s top enlisted soldier said in a state¬ 
ment last week. The first changes will take 
effect this year with the master sergeant 
promotion board, but they are slated to be 
implemented across the NCO corps in the 
next three to four years. 

“This is the first mqjor overhaul to our 
enlisted centralized promotion board in 
the 50 years we’ve conducted them,” said 
Sgt. M^or of the Army Dan Dailey, as 
quoted in the statement. “We will see a 
number of benefits with these changes, but 
the most important one will be the impact 
to readiness.” 

The new system is expected to ensure 
retention of the “most talented” NCOs, said 
Dailey, who began efforts to revise the pro¬ 
cess two years ago. 

“This change now truly rewards the 
most qualified soldiers who are seeking 
advancement, instead of simply promoting 
people based on seniority,” he said. 

The current system, which dates to 1969, 


relies on long-range projections of soldiers 
leaving the force, sometimes created 24 
months in advance — which has at times 
resulted in surpluses of promotable sol¬ 
diers, said Gerald Purcell, an Army per¬ 
sonnel official 
and retired 
sergeant mqjor 
responsible 
for integrating 
NCO profes¬ 
sional develop¬ 
ment policies. 
The new system 
is meant to fix 
such inefficien¬ 
cies, he said. 

“We are cre¬ 
ating a process 
that reacts to 
emerging re¬ 
quirements 
and it stops us 
from creating 
Sgt. Major of the skill and grade 
Army Dan Dailey imbalances,” 

he said, adding 
that it is expect¬ 
ed to prevent promotion stagnation or the 
need to separate soldiers because there are 
too many at a particular rank. 

The new system will identify soldiers 
who are “fully qualified” for promotion in 
each grade and occupational specialty and 
then sequence them for promotion using 
a system that takes skills, knowledge and 
behavior into account. The current system 
sequences promotions using time-based 
measures, which Purcell said can fail to 
reward or recognize deserving candidates 
with less seniority. 

Merit-based sequence numbers are ex¬ 
pected for all ranks sometime this year. 


In the next few months, soldiers should 
be able to privately check their standing on 
the list, known as an order of merit list, or 
OML, on the Army Career Tracker web¬ 
site. This year, OML standings will be used 
for command sergeant mqjor and sergeant 
mqjor eligibility but they will eventually be 
used for promotion in all other NCO ranks. 

The OML standings will also be used for 
things like scheduling professional mili¬ 
tary education, assignment to developmen¬ 
tal positions and retention decisions, said 
the new directive, signed by Army Secre¬ 
tary Mark T. Esper on April 4. 

Beginning next year, the standings are 
expected to assist with assignment and 
training decisions, the Army said in a 
statement last week. The service will also 
begin notifying soldiers if they fail to qual¬ 
ify for promotion by not completing the 
mandatory Structured Self-Development 
or Distributed Leaders Course. 

After a soldier is identified as not quali¬ 


fied for a second time — in 2021 at the ear¬ 
liest — a mandatory separation date will be 
set for six months in the future. The soldier 
will be allowed to retire, if eligible, or will 
be involuntarily separated. 

Quarterly promotion forecasts and 
monthly promotions for all NCO ranks 
are also slated to be in place by the end of 
2021. Soldiers would be notified of their 
selection for promotion on the 15th of the 
month, with an effective promotion date on 
the first of the following month. 

The first separations for soldiers who 
fail to meet qualifications twice are also 
expected to begin that year, which will 
allow the Army to eliminate time-in-ser- 
vice limits for each rank. 

“We are calling this a talent management 
effort,” Purcell said. “There is a place for 
everybody in the Army as long as you are 
performing.” 

garland.chad(i)stripes.com 
Twitter; @chadgarland 
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Irreplaceable Air Force artifacts saved from floodwaters 



Kent Sievers, The Omaha (Neb.) World-Herald/AP 


Mike Hoskins handles some of the valuable artifacts saved from 
floodwaters in March at Offutt Air Force Base in Bellevue, Neb., on 
April 10. 


Associated Press 

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, 
Neb. — A retired lieutenant colo¬ 
nel and a small army of airmen 
have saved irreplaceable artifacts 
from floodwaters that covered a 
third of an Air Force base south 
of Omaha, Neb. 

Mike Hoskins told the Omaha 
World-Herald that the historical 
treasures of the 55th Wing were 
locked inside the wing historian’s 
office and other offices at Offutt 
Air Force Base as the Missouri 
River water rose March 16. 

Historian John McQueney 
was at his home miles away, and 
Hoskins knew he had little time 
to wait. So he called in base fire¬ 
fighters to break down doors. 

The late winter floods that 
struck several Plains states 
breached or overtopped levees, 
caused more than $3 billion in 
damage and killed at least three 
people, officials have said. 

McQueney and Hoskins talked 
over their phones about priorities 
as the floodwaters climbed high¬ 
er. First among the rescued items 
were two on loan from the Air 


^We just grabbed everything and threw it 
in the car. If it looked old, we grabbed it. ^ 

Mike Hoskins 

civilian with the 55th Wing’s Plans and Programs office 


Force museum in Dayton, Ohio: a 
giant aerial reconnaissance cam¬ 
era from the 1940s and a propel¬ 
ler from a World War Il-vintage 
P-51 Mustang fighter. 

Other items included copies of 
letters written during World War 
I by Lt. Jarvis Offutt, the base’s 
Omaha-born namesake. 

They took away artifacts from 
the 55th Wing’s early days as a 
World War II fighter unit and 
from the wing’s Cold War days 
of flying shadowy observation 
missions. 

McQueney also advised them 
to save certain historical files 
from his cabinets, including 
papers connected to the con¬ 
struction of the Glenn L. Martin 
bomber plant at the base just be¬ 
fore World War 11. 


Two of the B-29 bombers later 
were dubbed “Enola Gay” and 
“Bockscar” before dropping 
atomic bombs on Japan. 

The airmen first tried to pick 
and choose what artifacts to place 
in Hoskins’ car and two pickup 
trucks. Eventually, they became 
less selective. 

“We just grabbed everything 
and threw it in the car,” said 
Hoskins, now a civilian who 
works in the wing’s Plans and 
Programs office. “If it looked old, 
we grabbed it.” 

“These guys did us proud,” 
said the president of the 55th 
Wing’s alumni group, Joe Spivey, 
about Hoskins, McQueney and 
the rescue team. “They saved the 
history so it can be enjoyed by 
everyone.” 
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New chief of Iran's 
Guard is appointed 



Iranian Revolutionary Guard Gen. Hossein Salami, second from right, salutes Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, right, in Tehran, Iran, in May 2015. Khamenei has appointed Salami to lead the Guard. 


By Amir Vahdat 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s su¬ 
preme leader on Sunday appoint¬ 
ed a new chief of the country’s 
powerful Revolutionary Guard, 
picking a general with a history 
of threatening the U.S. just days 
after America designated the 
paramilitary force a terrorist 
organization. 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s deci¬ 
sion replaces the commander of a 
force that controls the Islamic Re¬ 
public’s ballistic missile program 
and has had tense encounters at 
sea with American warships. The 
decision comes as Iran’s nuclear 
deal with world powers is in tat¬ 
ters following President Donald 
Trump’s decision to withdraw the 
U.S. from the accord and restore 
crippling sanctions, which has 
sparked outrage in Iran. 

Taking over will be Gen. Hos¬ 
sein Salami, 59, who had been 


serving as a deputy commander 
in the Guard. Salami joined the 
Guard at the outbreak of the 
bloody 1980s Iran-Iraq war, later 
rising in the ranks to the head of 
its air forces. 

He replaces Gen. Mohammad 
Ali Jafari, who had been in charge 
of the Guard for more than 11 
years. Leaders of the force have 
typically served for around 10 
years. 

A statement from Khamenei’s 
office praised Jafari and said he 
picked Salami based on the out¬ 
going commander’s advice. 

The Revolutionary Guard is 
separate from Iran’s standing 
military and runs its own intelli¬ 
gence operations. 

Earlier this month, the Trump 
administration designated the 
Guard a terrorist organization. 
Iran responded by designating 
the U.S. military’s Central Com¬ 
mand as a terrorist organization. 

The Guard long has been a 


bastion for hard-liners and is be¬ 
lieved by analysts to hold a signif¬ 
icant portion of Iran’s economy 
through its many enterprises. 
Salami, like other Guard leaders, 
routinely delivers speeches laced 
with harsh rhetoric toward Israel, 
Tehran’s main regional rival. 

“Today, more than ever, there 
is fertile ground — with the grace 
of God — for the annihilation, the 


wiping out and the collapse of 
the Zionist regime,” he said in a 
July 2016 speech, claiming some 
100,000 missiles were aimed at Is¬ 
rael from neighboring Lebanon. 

“They are just waiting for the 
command, so that when the trig¬ 
ger is pulled, the accursed black 
dot will be wiped off the geopoliti¬ 
cal map of the world, once and for 
all.” 


Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader/AP 


More recently. Salami threat¬ 
ened what he called the “trian¬ 
gle” of Saudi Arabia, Israel and 
the United States over a Septem¬ 
ber attack on a military parade 
that killed 25 people. 

“You are responsible for these 
actions; you will face the reper¬ 
cussions,” the general said. “We 
warn all of those behind the story, 
we will take revenge.” 


Iran announces joint border 
security force with Pakistan 


Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani said 
Monday that a new joint secu¬ 
rity force with Pakistan will 
be formed to combat militants 
based along the two countries’ 
shared border. 

Both Pakistan and Iran have 
said militant groups operate 
from the other country’s soil, oc¬ 
casionally carrying out deadly 
cross-border attacks. 

The agreement comes after 
Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry said 
Saturday that a group of militants 


crossed from Iran last week and 
attacked Pakistani armed forces 
in southwestern Baluchistan 
province, killing 14. 

Rouhani announced “a joint, 
quick-reaction force for fighting 
against terrorism at the borders” 
had been agreed to during his 
meeting with Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan a day ear¬ 
lier. Rouhani did not elaborate. 

Khan, on a two-day visit to 
Iran that had been scheduled be¬ 
fore Thursday’s attack, said Pak¬ 
istan “will not allow any militant 
groups to operate from our soil.” 

Groups operating within Pak¬ 


istan’s and Iran’s Baluchistan 
provinces, which share a long 
border, seek independence from 
both countries. 

Rouhani also said he’ll in¬ 
crease the volume of trade with 
Pakistan, which amounts to 
nearly $1.5 billion annually. He 
said Iran is poised for a tenfold 
increase in electricity exports to 
Pakistan, currently at about 100 
megawatts per hour. 

He said the two countries were 
interested in a rail link between 
the port cities of Gwadar, in Pak¬ 
istan, and Chabahar, in Iran. 



Iranian Presidency Office/AP 


Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan, center right, reviews an 
honor guard with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, center left, at 
Saadabad Palace in Tehran, Iran, on Monday. The two countries have 
announced plans to form a new joint border security force. 


Iran: China says move is more evidence of US ‘unilateral sanctions and long-arm jurisdiction’ 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

oil markets from the sudden removal of 
Iranian crude. Three of those waivers 
— for Greece, Italy and Taiwan — are no 
longer needed because they have all halted 
their imports of Iranian oil. 

The other five continue to import Ira¬ 
nian oil and had lobbied for their waivers 
to be extended. NATO ally Turkey has 
made perhaps the most public case for 
an extension, with senior officials telling 
their U.S. counterparts that Iranian oil is 
critical to meeting their country’s energy 
needs. They have also made the case that 
as a neighbor of Iran, Turkey cannot be 
expected to completely close its economy 
to Iranian goods. 

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavu- 
soglu criticized the decision, saying it “will 
not serve regional peace and stability.” 

In a message posted on Twitter Monday, 
Cavusoglu said, “Turkey rejects unilateral 
sanctions and impositions on how to con¬ 
duct relations with neighbors.” Cavusoglu 


added that the decision would harm the 
people of Iran. He tagged the U.S. State 
Department and Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo on his tweet. 

China, one of Iran’s largest customers, 
slammed the step, calling it more evidence 
of U.S. “unilateral sanctions and long-arm 
jurisdiction.” China, which relies on im¬ 
ports for about half of its oil, could present 
the toughest diplomatic challenge for the 
U.S. in trying to enforce its sanctions. 

Those arguments fell on deaf ears within 
the administration. 

“We will no longer grant any exemp¬ 
tions,” Pompeo said. “We are going to zero; 
we’re going to zero across the board.” 

Iran, meanwhile, reiterated a long-run¬ 
ning Iranian threat to close the Strait of 
Hormuz if it’s prevented from using the 
crucial waterway in the Persian Gulf 
through which about a third of all oil trad¬ 
ed at sea passes. 

“If we are banned from using it, we will 
close it,” Gen. Ali Reza Tangsiri, the head 
of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard’s navy. 


was quoted as saying by the semiofficial 
Tasnim news agency 

Iran has made similar threats before, 
and it was not clear if his remarks were re¬ 
lated to Monday’s announcement. 

Left unclear by the U.S. decision is 
whether the five countries will face imme¬ 
diate American sanctions if they continue 
to take delivery of Iranian oil after the 
waivers expire. 

Two senior U.S. officials — Special 
Representative for Iran Brian Hook and 
Assistant Secretary of State for Energy 
Resources Francis R. Fannon — refused 
to comment on whether any of them would 
be given additional time to complete pur¬ 
chases made prior to May 2 or allowed to 
use money already set aside for purchases 
after that date without penalty. Both said 
questions about such provisions were “hy¬ 
pothetical,” suggesting that some accom¬ 
modation may be possible. 

Fannon said the U.S. did not expect any 
sharp spike in oil prices or any significant 
reduction in the global supply of oil, given 


production increases by other countries, 
including the US., Saudi Arabia and Unit¬ 
ed Arab Emirates. 

Benchmark U.S. crude oil rose 2.4% early 
Monday after the decision was announced. 

Kevin Hassett, chairman of the Council 
of Economic Advisers, told reporters at the 
White House he’s not concerned that the 
decision will negatively affect oil prices. 

He said U.S. production has risen in 
recent years by “more than all of Iranian 
production,” so there is adequate capac¬ 
ity should there be a need for oil supplies. 
He said the link between oil prices and the 
U.S. economy has diminished as American 
oil production has increased. 

Saudi Energy Minister Khalid Al-Falih 
said in a statement that his country would 
work with other oil producers “to ensure 
adequate supplies are available to consum¬ 
ers while ensuring the global oil market 
does not go out of balance.” 

Iran hawks on Capitol Hill like Sen. Ted 
Cruz, R-Texas, who had long lobbied for 
the step, applauded the end of oil waivers. 
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US voices dismay at delay in Afghan talks 


By Kathy Gannon 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — US. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo called Afghanistan’s 
president over the weekend to express 
Washington’s disappointment over the 
indefinite postponement of Afghan talks 
with the Taliban, according to a statement 
released Monday. 

The talks were scheduled to start this 
coming Friday in Qatar, where the Taliban 
maintain an office, but were scuttled after 
a falling out between the two sides over 
who should attend. 

The gathering would have marked the 
first time that the Taliban and Kabul gov¬ 
ernment officials sat together, a potential 
milestone in efforts to reach a negotiated 
end to the war in Afghanistan, America’s 
longest, and the eventual withdrawal of 
US. troops. 

The State Department said that in his 
call with President Ashraf Ghani on Sat¬ 
urday, Pompeo encouraged both sides to 
come together to agree on participants, 
saying the talks are Afghanistan’s best 
chance for peace. 

US. envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, who has 
met on several occasions with the Taliban 
and has pressed for Afghan-to-Afghan 
talks, had expressed hope the Qatar meet¬ 
ing would bring the sides closer to a “road 
map” for a future Afghanistan. 



AP 


U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 
right, has expressed to Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani, ieft, U.S. disappointment 
over the postponement of planned Afghan 
taiks with the Taiiban. 

In a second statement released Monday, 
the U.S. State Department said Khalilzad 
would travel to Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
India and Qatar, as well as Russia and the 
United Kingdom, for further talks. It said 
the multicountry trip began Monday and 
will end May 11. 

It said that in Kabul, Khalilzad will 
“consult with the Afghan government and 
other Afghans to encourage all parties to 
work towards intra-Afghan dialogue and 
negotiations to determine a final peace 
settlement.” 

In Qatar, Khalilzad will meet again with 


the Taliban to focus on “national security 
issues,” an apparent reference to guaran¬ 
tees Washington is seeking that Afghani¬ 
stan will not again be used as a staging 
area for terrorist attacks. The two sides 
have also been discussing a timetable for 
the withdrawal of an estimated 14,000 U.S. 
troops, a long-standing Taliban demand. 

Khalilzad has said they reached a 
draft agreement on both issues, without 
elaborating. 

The statement said Khalilzad will also 
press the Taliban to participate in “inclu¬ 
sive” Afghan-to-Afghan talks. 

The U.S.-backed government in Kabul 
has been sidelined for months from the 
talks with the Taliban because the insur¬ 
gents refuse to meet with government offi¬ 
cials. The Taliban have said they will meet 
with Afghans only as private individuals 
and not as government representatives. 

Kabul had offered to send a massive 
delegation of some 250 representatives, 
including government officials, opposi¬ 
tion figures and other prominent Afghans. 
But the hosts in Doha, at the urging of the 
Taliban, came back with a revised list that 
drastically reduced the number of women 
in the delegation and eliminated all gov¬ 
ernment ministers. 

Each side blamed the other for scuttling 
the talks as violence continued. On the 
ground, Afghan government forces face 


not only a resurgent Taliban — who now 
hold sway over nearly half the country — 
but also militants from Islamic State who 
attacked the heavily guarded Telecommu¬ 
nications Ministry in Kabul on Saturday, 
killing seven people. 

A prominent figure on the Kabul list 
for the talks in Qatar said several senior 
participants had received calls from the 
president’s office warning them not to ex¬ 
press personal opinions at the talks with 
the Taliban and to only speak on behalf of 
the state. 

The individual spoke on condition of an¬ 
onymity because he was not authorized to 
discuss the sensitive negotiations. 

In another bid to project unity, Ghani 
is organizing a Loya Jirga — a traditional 
gathering of elders and prominent Afghans 
— to be held next week in Kabul. But Chief 
Executive Abdullah Abdullah and others 
have refused to attend. Both leaders, who 
have served in a power-sharing govern¬ 
ment since disputed elections in 2014, are 
running in presidential elections planned 
for September. 

Ghani’s envoy, Omar Daudzai, said the 
council would lay out the government’s ne¬ 
gotiating position for future talks with the 
Taliban. The council will be asked to for¬ 
mulate its position on a host of issues, in¬ 
cluding women’s rights, Daudzai told The 
Associated Press on Monday. 


Israeli troops accused 
of shooting handcuffed 
Palestinian teenager 



Mohammad Hmeid/AP 


Handcuffed and blindfolded, Osama Hajahjeh, 16, runs away from Israeli soldiers near the village of 
Tekoa, West Bank, last week. 



Mustafa Allbadan/AP 


An Israeli soldier points his pistol at a group of Palestinians 
gathering around the wounded teen. 


By Mohammed Daraghmeh 
AND EyAD MoGHRABI 

Associated Press 

BEIT JALA, West Bank — A 
hospitalized Palestinian teen said 
Monday he was shot in his thighs 
by Israeli soldiers while he was 
handcuffed and blindfolded — 
the latest in what a leading rights 
group portrayed as a series of un¬ 
justified shootings of Palestinians 
by Israeli soldiers. 

The military said it was investi¬ 
gating last week’s incident, which 
it said took place as Palestinian 
youths were throwing stones at 
Israeli soldiers. 

Osama H^ahjeh, 16, said he 
was trying to run from soldiers 
when he was shot Thursday. He 
said the incident began after a 
funeral for a schoolteacher in his 
village of Tekoa who had been hit 
by a car driven by an Israeli while 
walking at a busy intersection. 

Hgjahjeh said school was let 
out early for students to attend 
the funeral. After the burial, he 
said he was tackled by a soldier 
who jumped out of an olive grove 
and forced him to the ground. 
He said his hands were cuffed 
and his eyes covered with a cloth 
blindfold. 

After the arrest, he said, he 
could hear Palestinian youths 
shouting at the soldiers, while 
soldiers yelled back in Arabic and 
Hebrew. 

“I got confused” and stood up, 
he said. “Immediately, I was shot 


in my right leg. Then I tried to 
run and I was shot in my left leg 
and fell on the ground,” he said, 
speaking from his hospital bed in 
the West Bank town of Beit Jala 
south of Jerusalem. Doctors said 
he is in stable condition. 

A photo captured by a local pho¬ 
tographer shows soldiers appear¬ 
ing to pursue a fleeing H^ahjeh 
with his eyes covered and hands 
tied behind his back. 

The shooting set off a chaotic 
scene. Soldiers and Palestin¬ 
ians shouted at each other as the 
teen lay on the ground. One sol¬ 
dier took off the teen’s belt and 
used it as a tourniquet to stop the 
bleeding. 

Amateur video shows a masked 
soldier screaming and pointing 
a pistol at a group of anguished 
Palestinians as the teen lies on 
the ground. 

Later, a soldier scuffles with 
residents as another soldier fires 
into the air. A soldier and two Pal¬ 
estinian men then carry away the 
teen to medical care. 

In a statement, the military 
said the teen had been arrested 
after participating in “massive 
stone-throwing” at Israeli forces. 

“The detainee was held at a 
nearby spot and began running 
away from the force. The soldiers 
chased him, during which they 
fired toward his lower abdomen,” 
it said. 

The statement did not say any¬ 
thing about him being blindfolded 


or cuffed but said the military of¬ 
fered medical treatment after the 
shooting and was investigating 
the event. 

H^ahjeh’s father, Ali, said he 
was thankful a soldier gave his 


son medical care. But he said his 
son never should have been shot 
to begin with. 

“Only a sick person would shoot 
a blindfolded boy,” he said. 

The Israeli human rights group 


B’Tselem said the incident was 
the latest in a series of what it 
called unjustified shootings on 
Palestinian teens and young men. 
It says four Palestinians in their 
late teens or early 20s have been 
killed in the West Bank since 
early March. 

The army has challenged the 
Palestinian witness accounts but 
also frequently announces inves¬ 
tigations into disputed cases. 

B’Tselem has long criticized 
military investigations, saying 
they rarely result in punishments 
and alleging they’re used to 
whitewash abuses by troops. 

“Like the previous four cases 
we investigated, this is an ex¬ 
ample of Israel’s reckless use 
of lethal fire and the fact that 
the human lives of Palestinians 
count very little in the eyes of the 
army,” said Roy Yellin, a spokes¬ 
man for the group. 
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Kristopher Radder, The Brattleboro (Vt.) Reformer/AP 

Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., 
shown at a campaign visit to Keene State College in Keene, N.H., on 
Saturday, is pushing for the elimination of student loan debt. 


2020 candidate Warren 
proposes $640B college 
debt forgiveness plan 


By Meg Kinnard 

Associated Press 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Sen. Eliz¬ 
abeth Warren, D-Mass., is pro¬ 
posing the elimination of existing 
student loan debt for millions of 
Americans, part of a sweeping 
set of education funding propos¬ 
als announced as she and other 
presidential candidates seek to 
differentiate themselves in a 
sprawling field. 

The Massachusetts senator 
said the proposal unveiled Mon¬ 
day would eliminate almost ah 
student loan debt for 42 million 
Americans, canceling $50,000 in 
debt for each person with house¬ 
hold income under $100,000. Ac¬ 
cording to Warren’s description 
of the plan in a piece to be posted 
on Medium, the debt-cancellation 
proposal would create a one-time 
cost to the federal government of 
$640 billion. 

Many in the growing field of 
Democratic candidates have 
proposed reforming the nation’s 
student loan programs, includ¬ 
ing dramatic restructuring of 
existing refinancing structures, 
but Warren appears to be the 
first to propose flat-out debt 
cancellation. 

Warren and others in the field, 
including Sens. Cory Booker, of 
New Jersey; Kirsten Gihibrand, 
of New York; and Kamala Har¬ 
ris, of California, are backing the 
Debt-Free College Act, a bill that 
would cover ah costs for students 
attending a public college without 
necessitating loans. 

Among Warren’s other propos¬ 


als is elimination of tuition and 
fees for two- and four-year pub¬ 
lic college degree programs as 
well as a $100 billion investment 
in Pell Grants, a federal aid pro¬ 
gram that requires no payback. 

Tuition-free higher education 
was a mainstay of Vermont Sen. 
Bemie Sanders’ 2016 presiden¬ 
tial run. Warren, Harris and 
Gihibrand ah signed on as co¬ 
sponsors of Sanders’ 2017 College 
for Ah Act, which would have 
allocated $47 billion annually to 
states to cover two-thirds of the 
tuition obligation, leaving states 
responsible for the rest. 

The costs of debt cancellation 
and universal free college, War¬ 
ren said, would be “more than 
covered by my Ultra-Millionaire 
Tax — a 2% annual tax on the 
75,000 families with $50 million 
or more in wealth.” 

Warren’s plan would also cre¬ 
ate a fund with a “minimum of 
$50 billion” intended to keep per- 
student spending at historically 
black colleges and universities 
and minority-serving institutions 
comparable to that at other area 
colleges. 

Warren announced the policy 
ahead of a CNN town hah in New 
Hampshire focusing on issues 
important to young voters. 

Her slot in the five-hour broad¬ 
cast Monday came along with 
appearances by Harris, Sanders 
and Sen. Amy Klobuchar, of Min¬ 
nesota, as well as Pete Buttigieg, 
mayor of South Bend, Ind. 


Lawmaker, vet Moulton 
joins presidential race 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — US. Rep. Seth Moulton is the latest 
Democrat to jump in the race for the White House. 

The Massachusetts lawmaker and Iraq War vet¬ 
eran made the announcement Monday. 

“I’m here to tell you and to tell America that I’m 
running for president of the United States,” Moulton 
said on ABC’s “Good Morning America.” Moulton 
said he wanted to run a presidential campaign that 
would “bring this country back together,” talking 
“about patriotism, about security, about service.” 

“These are issues that for too long Democrats 
have ceded to Republicans,” he said. 

Moulton first came to prominence in 2014 when he 
unseated long-term incumbent Rep. John Tierney in 
a Democratic primary and went on to represent the 
state’s 6th Congressional District, a swath of com¬ 
munities north of Boston including Salem, home of 
the infamous Colonial-era witch trials. 

Speculation about a possible Moulton run has been 
simmering as far back as 2017, when he spoke at a 
Democratic political rally in Iowa, home of the first- 
in-the-nation presidential caucuses. At the time, he 
brushed aside talk of a presidential run. 

But talk ramped up during last year’s election, 
when the former US. Marine helped lead an effort 
to get other Democratic military veterans to run for 
Congress — a cause he continues to push. 

“Sixteen years ago today, leaders in Washington 
sent me and my friends to fight in a war based on 
lies. It’s still going on today,” Moulton said in a re¬ 
cent tweet. “It’s time for the generation that fought 
in Iraq to take over for the generation that sent us 
there.” 

Moulton, 40, also gained national attention for 
helping lead an effort within the party to reject 


Nancy Pelosi as House speaker after Democrats re¬ 
gained control of the chamber. Moulton said it was 
time for new leadership. 

Moulton has also been a 
frequent critic of President 
Donald Trump — from 
foreign policy, including 
Trump’s recent veto of a 
resolution to end U.S. mili¬ 
tary assistance in Saudi 
Arabia’s war in Yemen, to 
his push for a wall at the 
southern border. Also, when 
Trump claimed to be the 
target of the “single great¬ 
est witch hunt of a politi¬ 
cian in American history,” 
Moulton responded that 
“as the Representative of 
Salem, Mass., I can confirm 
that this is false.” 

Despite occasionally dif¬ 
fering with some on the 
most liberal wing of the 
party, Moulton has staked 
out familiar policy positions 
for those seeking the Demo¬ 
cratic nomination. 

He’s called health care “a 
right every American must 
be guaranteed,” pushed 
to toughen gun laws, was 
a co-sponsor of the Green 
New Deal, has championed a federal “Green Corps” 
modeled after the Civilian Conservation Corps of 
the 1930s, and has called for an end to the Electoral 
College. 



It’s time 
for the 
generation 
that fought in 
Iraq to take 
over for the 
generation 
that sent us 
there, f 

U.S. Rep. Seth 
Moulton 

D-Mass. 
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Hawaii pushes for 
shore protections 
amid flood worries 



Photos by Cindy Ellen Russell, Honolulu Star-Advertiser/AP 


A puddle of seawater forms behind sandbags at a hotel on Waikiki Beach in Honolulu as record high 
tides begin to hit the state in June 2017. Legislators in Hawaii are considering ways to protect the 
state’s shoreline against rising sea levels. 



Vehicles pass through surf that washed over a roadway on Oahu’s 
north shore near Haleiwa, Hawaii, in February. 


By Caleb Jones 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Hawaii’s icon¬ 
ic Waikiki Beach could soon be 
underwater as rising sea levels 
caused by climate change over¬ 
take its white sand beaches and 
bustling city streets. 

Predicting Honolulu will start 
experiencing frequent flooding 
within the next 15 to 20 years, 
state lawmakers are trying to 
pass legislation that would spend 
millions for a coastline protec¬ 
tion program aimed at defend¬ 
ing the city from regular tidal 
inundations. 

The highest tides of recent 
years have sent seawater flowing 
across Waikiki Beach and onto 
roads and sidewalks lining its 
main thoroughfare. 

Interactive maps of the Hawai¬ 
ian Islands show that many parts 
of the state are expected to be 
hit by extensive flooding, coastal 
erosion and loss of infrastruc¬ 


ture in coming decades. 

That’s an alarming scenario for 
a state where beach tourism is the 
primary driver of the economy, 
leading some lawmakers to in¬ 
sist that planning for rising tides 
should start now. 

“The latest data on sea level 
rise is quite scary, and it’s ac¬ 
celerating faster than we ever 
thought possible,” said state Rep. 
Chris Lee, a Democrat and lead 
author of a bill calling for the cre¬ 
ation and implementation of the 
shoreline protection plan. The 
project would focus on urban Ho¬ 
nolulu but act as a pilot program 
for other coastal communities 
around the state. 

While Hawaii is rarely sub¬ 
jected to direct hurricane hits, 
Lee’s bill says warmer oceans 
will increase that risk by creating 
“more hurricanes of increasing 
intensity” — and estimates the 
impact of a mqjor hurricane mak¬ 
ing landfall at $40 billion. 

“The loss of coastal property 


and infrastructure, increased 
cost for storm damage and insur¬ 
ance and loss of life are inevitable 
if nothing is done, which will add 
a significant burden to local tax¬ 
payers, the state’s economy and 


way of life,” says Lee’s bill, which 
is similar to action taken by New 
York City after a storm surge 
from Superstorm Sandy led to 
$19 billion in damages in 2012. 

The Hawaii measure propos¬ 


es sinking $4 million into the 
program’s development over 
the next two years. The bill also 
seeks more research into a car¬ 
bon tax that might raise funds 
and lower the state’s dependence 
on fossil fuels. 

Lee said urban areas such as 
Waikiki are often “built in such 
a way that it forms a protective 
barrier against the kind of storm 
events that are inevitable.” 

But in more rural areas, he 
said, new construction could be 
restricted close to shore “to pre¬ 
serve dune systems and build in 
a lot of natural solutions that are 
much more cost-effective and 
provide a much more resilient 
result than simply building out 
concrete infrastructure or any¬ 
thing of the sort.” 
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Trump sues to block finaucial records subpoena 



Jacquelyn Martin/AP 


President Donald Trump waves as he exits Air Force One at Joint Base Andrews in Maryland on Sunday. 
The president is suing to block a congressional subpoena of his financial records. 


By John Wagner 

The Washington Post 

President Donald Trump and 
his business on Monday sued 
House Oversight Committee 
Chairman Elijah Cummings, D- 
Md., in a bid to block a congres¬ 
sional subpoena of his financial 
records. 

The lawsuit seeks a court order 
to prevent Trump’s accounting 
firm from complying with what 
his lawyers say is an improper 
use of subpoena power by con¬ 
gressional Democrats. 

“Democrats are using their new 
control of congressional commit¬ 
tees to investigate every aspect 
of President Trump’s personal 
finances, businesses and even 
his family,” the filing by Trump 
claims. “Instead of working with 
the president to pass bipartisan 
legislation that would actually 
benefit Americans, House Dem¬ 
ocrats are singularly obsessed 
with finding something they 
can use to damage the president 
politically.” 

The filing, in U.S. District 
Court for the District of Colum¬ 
bia, further escalates a clash be¬ 


tween the White House and the 
Democratic-controlled House 
over congressional oversight. 

Last week, Cummings subpoe¬ 
naed Mazars USA, an accounting 
firm long used by Trump. 

For more than a decade, Mazars 
and a predecessor firm signed 


off on financial statements for 
Trump that he used when seek¬ 
ing loans. Some of the statements 
include frequent exaggerations or 
inaccuracies and were accompa¬ 
nied by a note from the firm say¬ 
ing it was not responsible for the 
accuracy of the information. 


The Oversight Committee on 
March 20 asked the company for 
copies of “statements of financial 
condition” and audits prepared for 
Trump and several of his compa¬ 
nies, including the one that owns 
the Trump International Hotel 
in downtown Washington. The 


panel also requested supporting 
documents used to produce the 
reports and communications be¬ 
tween the firm and Trump. 

The company said last week 
that it “will respect the legal pro¬ 
cess and fully comply with its 
legal obligations.” 

Lawyers for the president and 
the Trump Organization previ¬ 
ously wrote in a letter to Mazars’ 
counsel that an expected commit¬ 
tee subpoena “would not be valid 
or enforceable.” 

In the complaint filed Monday, 
Trump’s lawyers argue that the 
subpoena of Mazars “lacks a le¬ 
gitimate legislative purpose.” 

“With this subpoena, the Over¬ 
sight Committee is instead assum¬ 
ing the powers of the Department 
of Justice, investigating (dubious 
and partisan) allegations of ille¬ 
gal conduct by private individuals 
outside of government,” it says. 
“Its goal is to expose Plaintiffs’ 
private financial information for 
the sake of exposure, with the 
hope that it will turn up some¬ 
thing that Democrats can use as a 
political tool against the president 
now and in the 2020 election.” 


Supreme Court to take up LGBT job discrimination cases 


By Mark Sherman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court 
will decide whether the main federal civil 
rights law that prohibits employment dis¬ 
crimination applies to LGBT people. 

The justices said Monday they will hear 
cases involving people who claim they 
were fired because of their sexual orienta¬ 
tion. Another case involves a funeral home 
employee who was fired after disclosing 
that she was transitioning from male to fe¬ 
male and dressed as a woman. 

The cases will be argued in the fall, with 
decisions likely by June 2020, in the middle 


of the presidential election campaign. 

The issue is whether Title VII of the fed¬ 
eral Civil Rights Act of 1964, which pro¬ 
hibits sex discrimination, protects LGBT 
people from job discrimination. Title VII 
does not specifically mention sexual ori¬ 
entation or transgender status, but federal 
appeals courts in Chicago and New York 
have ruled recently that gay and lesbian 
employees are entitled to protection from 
discrimination. The federal appeals court 
in Cincinnati has extended similar protec¬ 
tions for transgender people. 

The big question is whether the Supreme 
Court, with a strengthened conservative 
majority, will do the same. 


The Obama administration had support¬ 
ed treating LGBT discrimination claims as 
sex discrimination, but the Trump admin¬ 
istration has changed course. The Justice 
Department has argued that Title VII was 
not intended to provide protections to gay or 
transgender workers. The administration 
also separately withdrew Obama-era guid¬ 
ance to educators to treat claims of trans¬ 
gender students as sex discrimination. 

President Donald Trump has appoint¬ 
ed two justices, Neil Gorsuch and Brett 
Kavanaugh. 

The justices will take up three cases in 
the fall. 

In one, the federal appeals court in New 


York ruled in favor of a gay skydiving in¬ 
structor who claimed he was fired because 
of his sexual orientation. The second case 
is from Georgia, where the federal appeals 
court ruled against a gay employee of Clay¬ 
ton County, in the Atlanta suburbs. 

The third case comes from Michigan, 
where a funeral home fired a transgender 
woman. The appeals court in Cincinnati 
ruled that the firing constituted sex dis¬ 
crimination under federal law. 

The funeral home argues, in part, that 
Congress was not thinking about transgen¬ 
der people when it included sex discrimi¬ 
nation in Title VII. 


Giuliani: ‘Nothing wrong’ with president’s 
2016 campaign taking Russian information 


By Hope Yen 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s lawyer Rudy 
Giuliani insisted Sunday there 
was “nothing wrong” with the 
president’s 2016 campaign taking 
information from the Russians, 
as House Democrats pledged 
stepped-up investigations into 
campaign misconduct and pos¬ 
sible crimes of obstruction de¬ 
tailed in special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s report. 

Giuliani called the Trump 
campaign’s effort to get political 
help from representatives of the 
Russian government possibly ill- 
advised, but not illegal. “There’s 
nothing wrong with taking infor¬ 
mation from Russians,” Giuliani 
said, referring to a June 2016 
Trump Tower meeting involving 


Trump’s son, Donald Jr., son-in- 
law Jared Kushner and former 
Trump campaign chairman Paul 
Manafort with a lawyer linked 
to Russia. The Trump campaign 
was seeking harmful information 
on Democratic presidential can¬ 
didate Hillary Clinton. 

The Sunday news shows offered 
the latest back and forth follow¬ 
ing the long-anticipated release 
on Thursday of Mueller’s 448- 
page redacted report on his two- 
year investigation into Russian 
interference in the 2016 presi¬ 
dential election. Mueller found no 
evidence of a conspiracy between 
Russia and the Trump campaign 
and made no decision on obstruc¬ 
tion of justice. 

Giuliani rebutted Sen. Mitt 
Romney, R-Utah, who said in a 
statement on Twitter Friday he 
was “sickened” by the findings in 


Mueller’s report that cited details 
on how the Trump campaign wel¬ 
comed political dirt from Russia. 

Giuliani said Romney should 
“stop the bull,” saying that ac¬ 
cepting negative information 
about a political opponent is com¬ 
mon. “I would have advised, just 
out of excess of caution, don’t do 
it,” he said. Nevertheless, “there’s 
no crime.” 

Pressed about whether there 
is something wrong about using 
information stolen by foreign ad¬ 
versaries, Giuliani said, “It de¬ 
pends on the stolen material.” 

Trump, who spent the holiday 
weekend at his private Mar-a- 
Lago club in Palm Beach, Fla., 
asserted in tweets Sunday that he 
had been fully cleared by Muel¬ 
ler’s report and that Democrats’ 
continued efforts to investigate 
him will prove politically costly. 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Rudy Giuliani, an attorney for President Donald Trump shown at 
a White House event last May, on Sunday defended the Trump 
campaign accepting information from Russians. 
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On a roll 

Above: President 
Donald Trump and 
first lady Melania 
Trump watch a child 
roll her egg on the 
South Lawn of the 
White House on 
Monday during the 
annual Easter Egg 
Roll. 

Right: A crowd 
gathers to watch 
the Trumps arrive 
for the annual White 
House event. 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Medicare and Social Security 
face uncertain fiscal futures 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The finan¬ 
cial condition of the government’s 
bedrock retirement programs 
for middle- and working-class 
Americans remains shaky, with 
Medicare pointed toward insol¬ 
vency by 2026, according to a re¬ 
port Monday by the government’s 
overseers of Medicare and Social 
Security. 

It paints a sobering picture of 
the programs, though it’s rela¬ 
tively unchanged from last year’s 
update. Social Security would be¬ 
come insolvent in 2035, one year 
later than previously estimated. 

Both programs will need to 
eventually be addressed to avert 
automatic cuts should their trust 
funds run dry. Neither President 
Donald Trump nor Capitol Hill’s 
warring factions has put politi¬ 
cally perilous cost curbs on their 
to-do list. 

The report is the latest update 
of the government’s troubled fis¬ 
cal picture. It lands in a capital 
that has proven chronically un¬ 
able to address it. Trump has de¬ 


clared benefit cuts to the nation’s 
signature retirement programs 
off limits, and many Democratic 
presidential candidates are call¬ 
ing for expanding Medicare ben¬ 
efits rather than addressing the 
program’s worsening finances. 

Many on both sides actually 
agree that it would be better for 
Washington to act to shore up the 
programs rather than wait until 
they are on the brink of insolven¬ 
cy and have to weigh more dras¬ 
tic steps. 

“The programs that millions of 
Americans pay into and expect to 
have in the future are going broke 
— driving up federal spending, 
growing our deficits and crowd¬ 
ing out other priorities in the pro¬ 
cess,” said Arkansas Rep. Steve 
Womack, ranking Republican on 
the Budget Committee. “We can¬ 
not afford to ignore this reality 
any longer.” 

But potential cuts such as curb¬ 
ing inflationary increases for So¬ 
cial Security, increasing payroll 
taxes or raising the Medicare 
retirement age are so politically 
freighted and toxic that Washing¬ 


ton’s power players are mostly ig¬ 
noring the problem. 

Later this year. Social Security 
is expected to declare a 1.8% cost- 
of-living increase for 2020 based 
on current trends, program offi¬ 
cials say. 

Monday’s report by three Cabi¬ 
net heads and Social Security’s 
acting commissioner, urges law¬ 
makers to “take action sooner 
rather than later to address these 
shortfalls, so that a broader range 
of solutions can be considered 
and more time will be available to 
phase in changes while giving the 
public adequate time to prepare.” 

If Congress doesn’t act, both 
programs would eventually be 
unable to cover the full cost of 
promised benefits. With Social 
Security that could mean auto¬ 
matic benefit cuts for most re¬ 
tirees, many of whom depend on 
the program to cover basic living 
costs. 

For Medicare, it could mean 
that hospitals, nursing homes, 
and other medical providers 
would be paid only part of their 
agreed-upon fees. 


Cain withdraws 
bid for Fed amid 
lack of support 


By Heather Long 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Herman 
Cain, President Donald Trump’s 
planned nominee for the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve, withdrew from 
consideration on Monday after a 
lack of Republican support in the 
Senate doomed his prospects for 
confirmation. 

Trump made the announce¬ 
ment on Twitter, writing, “My 
friend Herman Cain, a truly won¬ 
derful man, has asked me not to 
nominate him for a seat on the 
Federal Reserve Board. I will 
respect his wishes. Herman is a 
great American who truly loves 
our Country!” 

Cain would have needed near- 
unanimous Republican backing 
in the Senate for confirmation. 
But four Republicans have said 
they would not vote for the nomi¬ 
nee, effectively killing his chanc¬ 
es since Republicans hold 53 seats 
in the Senate and no Democrats 
were expected to support him. 

Cain had maintained as re¬ 
cently as late last week that he’d 
continue to vie for the role. 

Trump’s plan to pick Cain, a 
2012 GOP presidential primary 
candidate and restaurant indus¬ 
try executive, was immediately 
controversial when the president 
announced Cain was his choice 
earlier this month. 

Some lawmakers, economists 
and Wall Street investors ques¬ 
tioned his qualifications for the 
central bank and noted the mul¬ 
tiple allegations of sexual ha¬ 
rassment and misconduct that 
derailed his campaign. Cain has 
denied the allegations, casting 
them as old news, but one of the 
accusers said she would testify at 
his confirmation hearing if given 
the chance. 

Many also had concerns that 
the nomination of a close politi¬ 
cal ally of the president who has 
raised hundreds of thousands of 
dollars for Trump and lashed out 
a Trump’s critics would threaten 
the bank’s independence. 

Cain’s withdrawal is a setback 
in Trump’s effort to install politi¬ 
cal allies on the Fed board, part 
of a broader tug-of-war between 
the central bank’s leaders and the 
president over the Fed’s steward¬ 
ship of the economy. 

Trump was irate after the Fed 
raised interest rates multiple 
times in 2018, increases that 
wound down the central bank’s 
decadelong effort to boost eco¬ 
nomic growth and fight unemploy¬ 
ment after the Great Recession. 
The increases were aimed at 
guarding against future inflation 
and preserving the Fed’s ability 
to fight a future downturn, but 




Cain 


Trump accused the central bank 
of unnecessarily constraining 
growth and triggering the stock 
market sell-off late last year. 

Cain and Stephen Moore, 
Trump’s other planned pick to fill 
the remaining seats on the seven- 
member Fed board and another 
friend of the president’s, said they 
support lowering interest rates, a 
move that would boost growth 
in the run-up to the president’s 
reelection 
I campaign. 
Trump 
has launched 
a series of 
attacks on 
the Fed, ex¬ 
horting it 
to change 
course in a 
break with 
I his prede¬ 
cessors, who 
typically re¬ 
frained from publicly weighing in 
on central bank policy to protect 
the Fed’s credibility. 

Fed Chair Jerome Powell has 
said the bank has no plans to 
raise rates again this year, citing 
some uncertainty about the pace 
of future growth. 

The White House never for¬ 
mally nominated Cain and has 
yet to nominate Moore. Typically, 
nominees undergo an extensive 
vetting process before the presi¬ 
dent announces them, but Trump 
appears to have announced Cain 
as his planned nominee with¬ 
out fully coordinating with GOP 
leaders. 

That approach appeared to 
come up short Thursday, when 
Sen. Kevin Cramer of North Da¬ 
kota joined three other Repub¬ 
licans — Sens. Mitt Romney, of 
Utah; Lisa Murkowski, of Alaska; 
and Cory Gardner, of Colorado 
— in announcing opposition to 
Cain’s nomination. 

With Cain out, the focus shifts 
to Moore, who was an adviser on 
Trump’s campaign and called for 
Powell to be fired. 

Democratic Senator and presi¬ 
dential candidate Elizabeth War¬ 
ren of Massachusetts sent Moore 
a scathing letter this month ac¬ 
cusing him of lacking a good 
grasp on “basic mathematical 
and economic concepts.” The 
letter included nine questions 
for Moore that attempt to clarify 
whether he still holds some of his 
more iconoclastic views. 

Moore has faced similar criti¬ 
cisms about a lack of qualifica¬ 
tions. But while Republicans have 
largely expressed support or at 
least openness to moving forward 
with Moore, Cain was a bridge 
too far for some in the president’s 
party. 
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Ukraine's president-elect 
faces daunting challenges 



Vadim Ghirda/AP 


Ukrainian comedian and now apparent President-elect Volodymyr 
Zeienskiy, center right, and his wife, Olena, are surrounded 
by supporters at his headquarters after the second round of 
presidential elections in Kiev on Sunday. 


By Yuras Karmanau 
AND Nataliya Vasilyeva 
Associated Press 

KIEV, Ukraine — Political 
mandates don’t get much more 
powerful than the one Ukrainian 
voters gave comedian Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy, who as president-elect 
faces daunting challenges along 
with an overwhelming directive 
to produce change. 

With nearly all ballots counted, 
Zelenskiy had 73% of the vote, 
compared with incumbent Presi¬ 
dent Petro Poroshenko’s 24%. 
Monitors for the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Eu¬ 
rope said the election took place 
with respect for “fundamental 
freedoms” and set the stage for a 
“democratic and orderly transfer 
of power.” 

The first-time candidate, 
who stars in a TV sitcom about 
a high school teacher who be¬ 


comes president almost by ac¬ 
cident, appeared to have won in 
both the west and the east, a rar¬ 
ity in post-Soviet Ukraine. Zel¬ 
enskiy campaigned on unifying 
Ukraine, which is torn by bitter 
debates over national identity and 
a bloody conflict with Russia- 
backed separatists. 

The separatist conflict in east¬ 
ern Ukraine and Russia’s an¬ 
nexation of Crimea are likely to 
dominate the agenda of a leader 
with no previous political or gov¬ 
ernment experience. Zelenskiy, 
a Russian speaker from central 
Ukraine, vowed to step up efforts 
to bring the east back under Ki¬ 
ev’s wing but offered no details on 
what that entailed. 

Zelenskiy’s campaign adviser, 
Oleksandr Danylyuk, told The 
Associated Press on Monday 
the new leader’s team “does not 
have a magic wand” to deal with 
the issue of the occupied terri¬ 


tories but favors jump-starting 
talks with Russia via European 
mediators. The president-elect’s 
advisers also reject the idea of 
the Ukrainian government using 
force to regain control of the east 
and of Crimea, Danylyuk said. 

Russia seized Crimea in 2014 in 
a move that Ukraine and almost 
all of the world views as illegal. 

Zelenskiy will also have to face 
off against Russian President 
Vladimir Putin — who has ruled 
his country for nearly two de¬ 
cades — if he wants to mend rela¬ 
tions with Moscow. 

Although polls predicted the 
untested comedian’s win, Putin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
reporters Monday it was too soon 
to congratulate Zelenskiy, much 
less talk about Russia-Ukraine 
cooperation, since the election re¬ 
sults were not yet official. 

The leaders of the United States, 
the European Union, Germany 


and France have phoned Zelens¬ 
kiy to give their congratulations. 

Moscow “respects the choice 
of the Ukrainian people” and will 
wait for concrete steps by the new 
Ukrainian leader before making 
judgments, Peskov said. 

Other Russian officials sound¬ 
ed cautiously optimistic about 
Zelenskiy’s election boding well 
for bilateral relations, but they 
also made remarks that could be 
interpreted as condescending. 


Russian Prime Minister Dmi¬ 
try Medvedev posted on his Face- 
book page the election results 
in Ukraine showed “there is a 
chance to improve the relations 
with our country after all.” 

Medvedev, whose government 
has been supplying the Ukraini¬ 
an separatists with weapons and 
manpower, expressed hope Zel¬ 
enskiy would be “pragmatic and 
responsible” in his approach to 
the conflict in the east. 


Official: Sri Lanka failed to heed warnings of attacks 



Gemunu Amarasinghe/AP 


Relatives weep on Monday near the coffin of Sneha Savindi, 12, who was a victim of the Easter Sunday 
bombing at St. Sebastian Church in Negombo, Sri Lanka. 

Citizens of at least 9 countries killed 


By Bharatha Mallawarachi 
AND Krishan Francis 
Associated Press 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Sri 
Lankan officials failed to heed 
warnings from intelligence agen¬ 
cies about the threat of an attack 
by a domestic radical Muslim 
group that officials blame for the 
Easter Sunday bombings that 
killed at least 290 people, the 
country’s health minister said 
Monday. 

The coordinated bombings that 
ripped through churches and 
luxury hotels were carried out 
by seven suicide bombers from 
a militant group named National 
Thowfeek Jamaath, Health Min¬ 
ister R^itha Senaratne said. 

International intelligence agen¬ 
cies warned of the attacks several 
times, starting April 4, Senara¬ 
tne said. On April 9, the Defense 
Ministry wrote to the police 
chief about intelligence that in¬ 
cluded the group’s name, he said. 
On April 11, police wrote to the 
heads of security of the judiciary 
and diplomatic security division, 
Senaratne said. 

It was not immediately clear 
what action, if any, was taken in 
response. Authorities said little 
was known about the group ex¬ 
cept that its name had appeared 
in intelligence reports. 

Shortly after Senaratne spoke 
to reporters, a van parked near 
one of the bombed churches, St. 
Anthony’s Shrine in Colombo, 
exploded. While inspecting it, 
police found three bombs they 
attempted to defuse but that in¬ 
stead detonated. No injuries were 
reported. 

Also on Monday, police found 
87 detonators near Colombo’s 
main bus depot, officials said. 


Associated Press 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Sri 
Lankan authorities said 39 for¬ 
eign tourists died in the Sunday 
attacks. Here’s a look at some 
of the countries whose citizens 
were among the victims: 

■ Sri Lanka. The vast major¬ 
ity of the victims were believed 
to be Sri Lankan citizens, many 
of them members of the island 
nation’s Christian minority. 

■ U.K. Sri Lanka’s top diplo¬ 


mat in Britain said authorities 
know of eight British nationals 
killed in the bombings. 

■ India. Officials there 
said eight Indians died in the 
attacks. 

■ Denmark. Danish media 
said three of the four children of 
Danish business tycoon Anders 
Holch Povlsen were killed. 

■ Australia. The prime min¬ 
ister said two Australian citi¬ 
zens died. 

■ China. Chinese state media 


said they lost two of their 
countrymen. 

■ United States: Dieter Kow¬ 
alski, who lived in Denver and 
worked for international educa¬ 
tion company Pearson died in 
the blasts shortly after he ar¬ 
rived at his hotel for a business 
trip, the company and his fam¬ 
ily told AP. 

■ Others: The Netherlands, 
Japan and Portugal have also 
confirmed their nationals were 
among the dead. 


the attacks. 

President Maithrela Sirisena, 
who was out of the country at the 
time of the attacks, ousted Wick- 
remesinghe in late October and 
dissolved the Cabinet. The Su¬ 
preme Court eventually reversed 
his actions, but the prime min¬ 
ister has not been allowed into 
meetings of the Security Council 
since October. 

All of the bombers were Sri 
Lankan citizens, but authorities 
suspect foreign links, Senara¬ 
tne said. Earlier, Ariyananda 
Welianga, a government foren¬ 
sic crime investigator, said an 
analysis of the attackers’ body 
parts made clear that they were 
suicide bombers. He said most of 
the attacks were carried out by 
individual bombers, with two at 
Colombo’s Shangri-La Hotel. 

The bombings, Sri Lanka’s 
deadliest violence since a dev¬ 
astating civil war that ended a 
decade ago, killed at least 290 peo¬ 
ple, with more than 500 wounded, 
police spokesman Ruwan Gunas- 
ekara said. 

Two other government minis¬ 
ters also alluded to intelligence 
failures. Telecommunications 
Minister Harin Fernando tweet¬ 
ed: “Some intelligence officers 
were aware of this incidence. 
Therefore, there was a delay in 
action. Serious action needs to be 
taken as to why this warning was 
ignored.” He said his father had 
heard of a possible attack, as well, 
and had warned him not to enter 
popular churches. 

Mano Ganeshan, the minis¬ 
ter for national integration, said 
his ministry’s security officers 
had been warned by their divi¬ 
sion about the possibility that two 
suicide bombers would target 
politicians. 


They declined to comment on 
whether they were linked to Sun¬ 
day’s attacks. 


Because of political dysfunc¬ 
tion within the government, 
Senaratne said. Prime Minister 


Ranil Wickremesinghe and his 
Cabinet were kept in the dark 
about the intelligence until after 
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WORLD 


Sudan tensions rise; talks collapse 



AP 


Sudanese protesters rally outside the army headquarters in the 
capital Khartoum on Friday. The protests are continuing amid calls 
for the military to hand over power to civilians. 


By Fay Abuelgasim 
AND Samy Magdy 
Associated Press 

KHARTOUM, Sudan — Ten¬ 
sions escalated in Sudan on 
Monday after talks broke down 
between protesters and the coun¬ 
try’s military rulers, who called 
for the reopening of roads blocked 
by sit-ins established during the 
uprising that drove President 
Omar al-Bashir from power. 

The protesters, who have been 
rallying outside the military 
headquarters in Khartoum since 
April 6, have demanded a swift 
handover of power to civilians. A 
military council has ruled since 
al-Bashir was forced from of¬ 
fice on April 11 after nearly four 
months of mass protests against 
his 30-year rule. 

The military council issued a 
statement Monday calling for the 
“immediate opening of the roads 
and removal of the barricades” 
around the sit-in in Khartoum. It 
asked that other roads, closed by 
similar protests across the coun¬ 
try, also be opened. 

The Sudanese Profession¬ 
als Association, which has led 
the protests, vowed to carry on 
with the sit-in. The umbrella of 


professional unions called for a 
march Tuesday and mass ral¬ 
lies on Thursday when it plans to 
announce its own civilian tran¬ 
sitional council in a challenge to 
the military. 

Large crowds gathered out¬ 
side the military headquarters 
overnight, singing and dancing 
as protest leaders delivered fiery 


speeches. Qurashi Diefallah, a 
protester, said the army is “just 
an extension of the regime, which 
stole 30 years from us.” 

Spokesman Mohammed al- 
Amin Abdel Aziz said the military 
council “is delaying its response 
to our proposals, saying that they 
are considering proposals from 
all political forces,” he said. 


That has raised fears among 
the protesters that Islamists and 
other factions close to al-Bashir, 
who is now jailed in Khartoum, 
will have a role in the transition. 
They fear that could leave much 
of his regime intact or pave the 
way for another strongman. 

The SPA has instead called 
for a Cabinet of technocrats to 
run the country’s daily affairs. 
They want a legislative council, 
in which at least 40 percent of the 
membership would be women, to 
draft laws and oversee the Cabi¬ 
net until a new constitution is 
written. 

Gen. Abdel-Fattah Burhan, the 
head of the military council, said 
Sunday it would hand over power 
immediately to a “civilian gov¬ 
ernment agreed by all political 
forces.” 

Burhan said the council had 
received “more than 100 visions” 
from various political factions for 
the future the county, including 
that of the protest organizers. He 
said the military would respond 
to proposals within a week. 

Those remarks angered the 
protesters, who saw them as an 
effort to sideline the SPA by por¬ 
traying it as one of many political 
factions. 


New indictment expands case 
against Nissan ex-chair Ghosn 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japanese prosecu¬ 
tors said Monday they have in¬ 
dicted Nissan’s former chairman, 
Carlos Ghosn, on fresh breach of 
trust charges that expand their 
allegations of financial miscon¬ 
duct outside Japan. 

After the indictment, Ghosn’s 
lawyers filed a request for his re¬ 
lease on bail, the Tokyo District 
Court said. 

The charges filed Monday are 
related to payments by a subsid¬ 
iary of the Japanese automaker 
that allegedly went to a private 
investment company controlled 
by Ghosn. 

Ghosn, 65, was arrested in No¬ 
vember. He says he is innocent of 
all financial misconduct charges 
against him. 

The indictment, Ghosn’s fourth. 


was expected and it ensures he 
will remain in detention unless 
his request for bail is granted. 
Ghosn’s current period of deten¬ 
tion would have expired Monday 
if he had not been charged. 

A decision on the bail request 
could take days as prosecutors 
and defense lawyers argue over 
conditions for his release. 

The Tokyo District Prosecu¬ 
tors’ Office said in a statement 
that Ghosn caused $5 million in 
financial damages to Nissan by 
siphoning off half of $10 million 
that he had a Nissan Motor Co. 
subsidiary transfer to an overseas 
sales agent for the automaker in 
2017 and 2018. 

The indictment alleges that 
Ghosn diverted $2.5 million in 
July 2017 and another $2.5 mil¬ 
lion a year later from the sales 
agent to his private investment 
company for his personal benefit. 


Japanese media speculated 
that prosecutors are nearing the 
end of their investigation, but 
Tokyo deputy chief prosecutor 
Shin Kukimoto said Monday he 
could not comment on whether 
any fresh charges might be filed 
against Ghosn. 

“I can only say we are confident 
that we have gathered enough 
evidence to win convictions in all 
four counts of charges,” he said. 

Nissan said Monday in a state¬ 
ment that it had filed a criminal 
complaint against Ghosn related 
to the indictment. It said it had 
determined that the payments in 
question “were in fact directed 
by Ghosn for his personal enrich¬ 
ment and were not necessary 
from a business standpoint.” 

“Such misconduct is complete¬ 
ly unacceptable, and Nissan is 
requesting appropriately strict 
penalties,” it said. 



Mizuki Ikari, Kyodo News/AP 


Former Nissan Chairman Carios 
Ghosn, shown on April 3, faces 
new charges in a financiai 
misconduct case. 

Ghosn was released on $9 mil¬ 
lion bail in early March under 
strict conditions pending his 
trial. Prosecutors rearrested him 
a month later. He is being held at 
the Tokyo Detention House for 
questioning. 

Ghosn has said that pay¬ 
ments prosecutors say amount to 
breaches of trust were legitimate 
business transactions. He also 
contends that a charge that he un¬ 
derreported his compensation in¬ 
volves payments that were never 
paid or decided upon. 


Strong earthquake shakes areas in Philippines 


Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — A 
strong earthquake in the north 
Philippines on Monday trapped 
some people in a collapsed build¬ 
ing, damaged an airport terminal 
and knocked out power in at least 
one province, officials said. 

Gov. Lilia Pineda, of Pampan- 
ga province, north of Manila, told 
DZMM radio that about 20 people 


were rescued, some with injuries, 
from the small building which 
collapsed in Porac town when the 
6.1 magnitude quake jolted the 
capital and outlying provinces 
on the main northern island of 
Luzon. Among those trapped 
were customers and employees 
of a grocery on the building’s 
ground floor, she said. 

Pineda said at least three 


people perished in the collapsed 
building, but Porac Mayor Car¬ 
ling dela Cruz told DZMM radio 
that they were only injured and 
were taken to a hospital. Rescu¬ 
ers were struggling to extricate 
people from the building in the 
dark because the quake toppled 
electrical posts and knocked out 
power in the area, she said. 

Pineda said she had received 


reports that the quake left at least 
eight people dead in her province, 
but could not provide details. Cell¬ 
phone signals were erratic. 

The quake also damaged an air¬ 
port terminal at Clark freeport, a 
former US. Air Force base, and 
an old Roman Catholic church 
in Pampanga, and caused cracks 
in highways and bridges, Pineda 
and other officials said. 


UN: 254 dead in fight 
over Libya capital 

BENGHAZI, Libya — The UN. 
health agency says at least 34 
more people have died in fighting 
for control of Libya’s capital over 
the past two days, bringing the 
total to 254 dead so far, including 
civilians. 

The World Health Organization 
also said late Sunday that 1,228 
have been wounded since the 
self-styled Libyan National Army 
launched an offensive earlier this 
month to take Tripoli. 

The fighting pits the force, led 
by Khalifa Hifter, against rival 
militias affiliated with a weak 
U.N.-supported government in 
the capital. 

Abdelhadi Lahouij, the top 
diplomat for a rival government, 
said Hifter’s push slowed down 
because of the “crucial” issue of 
protection for Tripoli civilians. 

Rebel land mines in 
Yemen hinder aid efforts 

CAIRO — An international 
rights group says the widespread 
use of land mines by Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels not only kill civil¬ 
ians but block aid to the most 
needy, exacerbating the humani¬ 
tarian crisis. 

Human Rights Watch says in a 
new report Monday that at least 
140 people, including children, 
have been killed in the two gover- 
norates of Taiz and Hodeida since 
2018 as the Houthis have blan¬ 
keted farmlands, wells and roads 
with anti-personnel and anti-ve¬ 
hicle mines. 

Explosion in Afghan 
coal mine kills 7 miners 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An 
Afghan official said an explosion 
at a coal mine in the northern 
province of Samangan killed at 
least seven miners. 

Hashim Bayan, a spokesman 
for the provincial police chief, said 
two other miners were injured in 
the blast Monday morning in the 
remote Dar-i-Suf district. 

There has been an increase 
recently in such incidents in the 
district as miners work without 
proper equipment or knowledge 
of safety measures. 

Bayan said people in the area 
are very poor and have no other 
options but to work as best as they 
can in the coal mines to make a 
living. 

Austrian prison escapee 
returns, tired of islands 

BERLIN — A man who says he 
fled an Austrian prison more than 
a decade ago has turned himself 
in to police in Salzburg, telling 
them he was fed up with living in 
Spain’s Canary Islands. 

Police said the 64-year-old, 
carrying two suitcases, went to 
police at Salzburg’s railway sta¬ 
tion Saturday night and told them 
he was a fugitive prisoner who 
had just arrived from Munich 
Airport. 

They said in a statement Mon¬ 
day that he told officers he had 
spent the past 10 years on Tener¬ 
ife, a popular vacation island, and 
wanted to return home. 

From The Associated Press 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 


Toyota, SoftBank fund, 
Denso invest $1B in Uber 


By Yuri Kageyama 
Associated Press 





Toyota Motor Corp./AP 

From left, Denso Corp. Executive Vice President Hiroyuki 
Wakabayashi, Head of Uber ATG Eric Meyhofer, CEO of Uber 
Technologies Inc. Dara Khosrowshahi, Toyota ^ecutive Vice 
President Shigeki Tomoyama and Managing Partner of Softbank 
Vision Fund Ervin Tu attend a press conference at Uber headquarters 
in San Francisco. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


TOKYO — Japan’s top auto¬ 
maker, Toyota; auto parts maker 
Denso; and internet company 
SoftBank’s investment fund are 
investing $1 billion in car-shar¬ 
ing Tiber’s technology unit. 

The Japanese companies said 
Friday that Toyota Motor Corp. 
and Denso Corp. will together 
invest $667 million and SoftBank 
Corp.’s Vision Fund will contrib¬ 
ute $333 million in Uber Technol¬ 
ogies Inc.’s new entity, Advanced 
Technologies Group, or Uber 
ATG, which will try to develop 


By Michael Liedtke 
AND Tom Krisher 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Tesla 
CEO Elon Musk appears poised 
to transform the company’s elec¬ 
tric cars into driverless vehicles 
in a risky bid to realize a bold vi¬ 
sion that he has been floating for 
years. 

The technology required to 
make that quantum leap is sched¬ 
uled to be shown off to Tesla in¬ 
vestors Monday at the company’s 
Palo Alto, Calif, headquarters. 

Musk, known for his swagger 
as well as his smarts, is so certain 
that Tesla will win the race toward 
full autonomy that he indicated in 
an interview earlier this month 
that his company’s cars should be 


and commercialize automated 
ridesharing services. 

The move comes as Toyota 
steps up such efforts, including 
investing $500 million in Uber, 
based in San Francisco, and set¬ 
ting up a $20 million joint venture 
with SoftBank to create mobil¬ 
ity services, both announced last 
year. 

Toyota also promised to con¬ 
tribute up to $300 million more 
over the next three years for de¬ 
veloping next-generation autono¬ 
mous vehicles and services. 

Toyota Executive Vice Presi¬ 
dent Shigeki Tomoyama said 
working together will help 


able to navigate congested high¬ 
ways and city streets without a 
human behind the wheel by no 
later than next year. 

But experts say they’re skepti¬ 
cal whether Tesla’s technology 
has advanced anywhere close to 
the point where its cars will be 
capable of being driven solely by 
a robot, without a human in posi¬ 
tion to take control if something 
goes awry. 

“It’s all hype,’’ said Steven E. 
Shladover, a retired research en¬ 
gineer at the University of Cali¬ 
fornia, Berkeley who has been 
involved in efforts to create au¬ 
tonomous driving for 45 years. 
“The technology does not exist to 
do what he is claiming. He doesn’t 
have it and neither does anybody 
else.’’ 


bring down costs and speed up 
development. 

Uber Chief Executive Dara 
Khosrowshahi expressed hope 
that the deal, set to close by the 
third quarter, will help maintain 
Uber’s leading position in the 
technology. 

“The development of automat¬ 
ed driving technology will trans¬ 
form transportation as we know 
it, making our streets safer and 
our cities more livable,’’ he said. 

SoftBank has invested in Didi 
and Grab, as well as Uber, and 
has acquired loT leader Arm, 
while Toyota is developing au¬ 
tonomous vehicles in time for the 


More than 60 companies in the 
US. alone are developing autono¬ 
mous vehicles. 

Some of them are aiming to 
have their fully autonomous cars 
begin carrying passengers in 
small geographic areas as early 
as this year. 

Many experts don’t believe 
they’ll be in widespread use for a 
decade or more. 

Musk’s description of Tesla’s 
controls as “Full Self-Driving’’ 
has alarmed some observers who 
think it will give owners a false 
sense of security and create po¬ 
tentially lethal situations in con¬ 
ditions that the autonomous cars 
can’t handle. 

They also say they’re waiting 
for Musk to define self-driving 
and show under what conditions 


2020 Tokyo Olympics. 

Automakers around the world 
are forming tie-ups to develop 
next-generation transportation, 
and Google’s Waymo and US. 
electric car maker Tesla are also 
big players in the effort. 


and places the vehicles can trav¬ 
el without human intervention, 
including specific data showing 
that they would be safer than 
human drivers and whether the 
system’s safety has been reviewed 
by outside groups or government 
agencies. 

Meanwhile, Musk continues to 
use both his Twitter account and 
Tesla’s website to pump up a new 
computer now in production for 
full self-driving vehicles. Once 
the self-driving software is ready, 
those with new computers will 
get an update via the internet. 
Musk has said. 

Currently, the self-driving com¬ 
puter costs $5,000, but the price 
rises to $7,000 if it’s installed 
after delivery. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (April 23).$1.1555 

Dollar buys (April 23)..€0.8654 

British pound (April 23).$1.33 

Japanese yen (April 23).109.00 

$outh Korean won (April 23).1,112.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2988 

Canada (Dollar).1.3361 

China (Yuan) 6 7112 

Denmark (Krone).6.6361 

Egypt (Pound).17.1891 

Euro.$1.1252/0.8887 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8447 

Hungary (Forint).284.74 

Israel (Shekel) 3 5924 

Japan (Yen).111.93 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3040 

Norway (Krone).8.4948 

Philippines (Peso).51.65 

Poland (Zloty) 3 81 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7464 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3567 

South Korea (Won).1,140.80 

Switzerland (Franc).1.0155 

Thailand (Baht).31.89 

Turkey (Lira).5.8070 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.5.50 

Discount rate.3.00 

Federal funds market rate.2.41 

3-month bill.2.37 

30-year bond.2.96 


Tesla gears up for self-driving cars amid skepticism 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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City approves free beer 
samples for shoppers 

||i| Q OXFORD — Free 
I w I beer tomorrow, the 
old joke goes, but it’s coming true 
in one Mississippi city. 

The Oxford Eagle reported that 
city aldermen voted 5-1 on April 
16 to allow stores that specialize 
in selling beer to offer free 1- 
ounce samples to shoppers. 

A store could offer a customer 
up to five samples in a 24-hour 
period. 

Jackson Beer Co. owner Allen 
Jackson said the ordinance will 
allow him to hold tasting events 
without making food available, as 
is required now. 

Large brawl Involves 
300 teenagers at park 

H/l O Kansas city 

I w I — Authorities said 
officers responded to a brawl in¬ 
volving up to 300 teenagers at the 
Worlds of Fun amusement park. 

The Kansas City Police Depart¬ 
ment said several law enforce¬ 
ment agencies were called to the 
park Saturday night when an off- 
duty Clay County sheriff’s deputy 
reported several large fights in¬ 
volving mostly teenagers. 

Kansas City police said no in¬ 
juries were reported and no one 
was arrested. Police said the Clay 
County sheriff’s office issued 
some citations to people at the 
scene. 

Police: Man tried to sell 
someone else’s house 

^ I ELBA — A man faces 
a charge of first-degree 
attempted theft after he listed 
for sale a house that belonged to 
someone else. 

Al.com reported that Tony Glen 
Grimes, 56, of Enterprise, was ar¬ 
rested Friday and transported to 
the Coffee County Jail. He was 
being held on $150,000 bond. 

According to the complaint. 
Grimes put a house on the mar¬ 
ket in late February with an ask¬ 
ing price of $168,000. The house 
Grimes marketed was in Enter¬ 
prise but he does not own it. 


THE CENSUS 

7 The number of newborn puppies a woman in Southern Caiifornia was captured on security cameras tossing into a dumpster. The 

Riverside County Department of Animal Services released surveillance video of the woman pulling up to a dumpster behind an auto 
parts store in Coachella on Thursday afternoon. The video shows her stepping out of a white Jeep and peering into a dumpster used 
for recyclables before dropping a plastic bag into the dumpster and driving away. A man who rummaged through the trash shortly 
afterward spotted the bag and took it to the store. Authorities said the puppies, believed to be 3-day-old terrier mixes, may not have 
survived the 90-degree heat had they not been found within an hour of being dumped. 




Jose F. Moreno, The Philadelphia Inquirer/AP 


Bike stander 

Antuan Stevenson, aka hotboyztwizzy, rides standing on his bike along South Street in Philadelphia on Sunday. 


Baby found In car next 
to 275 pounds of pot 

TY BROWNSVILLE — 
I W Border patrol agents 
found a baby sitting in the back¬ 
seat of a car next to 275 pounds 
of marijuana in south Texas, ac¬ 
cording to charging documents. 

On April 12, a person in Browns¬ 
ville called border patrol saying 
a large amount of narcotics was 
just loaded into a white Ford Es¬ 
cape. An agent pulled over the car 
in which Ashley Renee Resendiz, 
22, and Carla Michelle Resendiz, 
47, were riding, officials said. 

The agent said large bundles 
of drugs were clearly visible in 
the backseat. Ashley Resendiz’s 
infant son was in a car seat next 
to the pile of drugs, according to 
charging documents. 

Both women were arrested 
and charged with possession of 
marijuana with intent to distrib¬ 
ute. The baby was released into a 
relative’s custody. 


Boy, 5, calls 911 to ask 
for McDonald’s delivery 

H^l WYOMING — A 5- 
I w 11 year-old Michigan boy 
had a craving for McDonald’s 
but his grandmother was sleep¬ 
ing so he called 911 and made a 
request. 

WZZM-TV in Grand Rapids 
reported that Iziah Hall asked 
a Wyoming dispatcher: “Can 
you bring me McDonald’s?” Dis¬ 
patcher Sara Kuberski said she 
told him no but reached out to the 
police. 

Wyoming police officer Dan 
Patterson said the April 14 re¬ 
quest made him laugh, so he 
stopped at McDonald’s on his way 
to check on Iziah’s home. 

Patterson said he thought, “I’m 
driving past McDonald’s on my 
way there and I might as well get 
him something.” 

The officer said the first thing 
the boy said to him was, “My 


grandma’s gonna be so mad. Can 
you please go away?” 

Worker hospitalized 
after tiger attack at zoo 

TOPEKA — City of- 
■ ficials said a tiger 

mauled a zookeeper at the Topeka 
Zoo in northeastern Kansas. 

The Topeka Capital-Journal 
reported the incident happened 
about 9:30 a.m. Saturday, when a 
Sumatran tiger named Sanjiv at¬ 
tacked the worker in a secured, 
indoor space. 

Topeka Zoo Director Brendan 
Wiley said the zookeeper was 
awake and alert when she was 
taken by ambulance to a hospital. 
Wiley said he did not know the ex¬ 
tent of her injuries. 

The zookeeper’s name has not 
been released. 

City spokeswoman Molly Had- 
field said the zoo was open at the 
time of the attack and was wit¬ 
nessed by some people. 


The zoo reopened about 45 
minutes after the attack. 

Fake officer tries to 
pull over real officer 

PI PLANT CITY — Au- 
r L thorities said a Florida 
man impersonating an officer 
flipped the red-and-blue lights 
on his SUV while unknowingly 
trying to stop a car with a real 
officer. 

The Tampa Bay Times report¬ 
ed that Matthew Erris, 26, was 
arrested on a charge of imperson¬ 
ating a public officer. 

An arrest report says Erris 
turned on the red-and-blue lights 
on his SUV in Plant City to try to 
stop the car in front of him. 

The driver was an undercover 
Hillsborough County sheriff’s de¬ 
tective in an unmarked car. He 
didn’t pull over. Instead, he called 
dispatchers to alert other depu¬ 
ties, who later stopped Erris. 

Erris admitted he installed 


the lights and used them to get 
through heavy traffic. 

Man In only underwear 
assaults police officers 

^ WESTPORT — West- 
port police said a man 
walking through town wearing 
only underwear assaulted police 
officers. 

Police said they responded to 
multiple calls about the man on 
Friday. 

They said an officer approached 
to check on his welfare and was 
immediately struck in the face 
and a struggle ensued. 

They said additional officers 
arrived and attempted to subdue 
the man, who resisted being taken 
into custody and bit an officer. 

The man and two officers were 
taken to a local hospital to be 
treated. 

From wire reports 
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‘La Llorona’ promotional use 
of Mexican healers draws ire 


Associated Press 

A promotion around the movie 
“The Curse of La Llorona” 
using traditional Mexican heal¬ 
ers for “spiritual cleansings” 
before screenings of the horror 
film is drawing strong criticism 
from healers and scholars who 
say the stunts are offensive and 
demeaning. 

Leading up to the April 19 re¬ 
lease of the movie based on a 
Mexican folktale, Warner Bros, 
invited healers known as curan- 
deros to give audiences cleans¬ 
ings called “limpias.” The studio 
also dispatched Cuban-born, Los 
Angeles-based healer Salvador 
Gata to “bless” an audience be¬ 
fore the March 15 premiere at 
SXSW at The Paramount Theatre 
in Austin, Texas. 

In addition, photos posted on 
social media show images of sup¬ 
posed healers providing ceremo¬ 
nial cleansings in front of posters 
of “The Curse of La Llorona,” 
then celebrating as if attending a 
party. 

Tonita Gonzales, an interna¬ 


tionally known curandera based 
in Albuquerque, N.M., called the 
promotion an “outrage and an ap¬ 
propriation” of Mexican Ameri¬ 
can culture. 

“The limpia is a cleansing that 
helps people see the holy that’s 
within them,” Gonzales said. “To 
us this to promote a movie, espe¬ 
cially during (Easter Weekend), 
is disturbing.” 

“The Curse of La Llorona,” 
starring Linda Cardellini and 
Raymond Cruz, centers on the 
Mexican folklore of La Llorona, 
a crying female spirit who takes 
children. Cruz, who plays a 
curandero in the movie, is one of 
many Latino actors featured in a 
cast that includes comedian Paul 
Rodriguez and Marisol Ramirez, 
who plays La Llorona. 

Curanderismo is the art of using 
traditional healing methods like 
herbs and plants to treat various 
ailments. Long practiced in Na¬ 
tive American villages of Mexico 
and other parts of Latin America, 
curanderos also are found in New 
Mexico, south Texas, Arizona and 
California. 


Prince memoir ‘The Beautiful 
Ones’ coming out in October 


Associated Press 

The memoir Prince was work¬ 
ing on at the time of his death is 
coming out Oct. 29. 

Random House confirmed 
Monday to The Associated Press 
that “The Beautiful Ones” will 
combine Prince unfinished 
manuscript with rare photos, 
scrapbooks and lyrics. First an¬ 
nounced just weeks before his 
2016 death, the 288-page book 
will include an introduction by 
New Yorker writer Dan Piepen- 
bring, whom Prince had chosen 
as a collaborator. The memoir is 
an exclusive partnership with the 
Prince Estate. 

“The Beautiful Ones’ is the 
deeply personal account of how 
Prince Rogers Nelson became 
the Prince we know: the real¬ 
time story of a kid absorbing the 
world around him and creating a 
persona, an artistic vision, and a 
life, before the hits and the fame 


that would come to define him,” 
Random House announced. 

The book will span from 
Prince’s childhood to his early 
years as a mu¬ 
sician to the 
cusp of interna¬ 
tional stardom, 
using Prince’s 
own writings, 
a scrapbook of 
his personal 
photos, and the 
original hand¬ 
written lyric 
sheets for many of his most iconic 
songs, which he kept at Paisley 
Park. The book depicts Prince’s 
evolution through deeply reveal¬ 
ing, never-before-shared images 
and memories and culminates 
with his original handwritten 
treatment for his masterwork, 
‘Purple Rain.’ ” 

Prince died three years ago, on 
April 21, from an accidental over¬ 
dose of fentanyl at the age of 57. 
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Courtesy of Bob Saget 
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Though still best 
known for ‘Full House’ 
role, Bob Saget has 
many other projects 
up his sleeves 


By Sarah Polus 

The Washington Post 

B ob Saget makes his first crude 
joke of the evening, and a few 
members of the audience re¬ 
lease a nervous giggle. Maybe 
some are having trouble separating Saget 
from the persona they’ve come to know 
him for: wholesome father figure Danny 
Tanner, whom Saget depicted for years on 
the family-friendly series “Full House” 
and now on the reboot “Fuller House.” 
And no one wants to watch their dad talk 
about genitalia. 

But Saget’s stand-up stint in Washington in early 
April proved that, dirty gags aside, Saget does in¬ 
deed represent all the things that he seems to be 
on “Full House” — a loving guy who brings people 
together. 

Despite his cheery demeanor, things have taken 
a difficult turn for Saget lately, as his longtime 
friend and costar Lori Loughlin has found her¬ 
self in hot water because of the college admis¬ 
sions scandal. But the comedian is pushing full 
steam ahead. In addition to his national comedy 
tour, Saget has a new film, “Benjamin”; a new se¬ 
quel series to “America’s Funniest Home Videos” 
called “Videos After Dark”; and the final season of 
“Fuller House” on the horizon. 

We sat down with Saget recently to get the scoop 
on his upcoming projects. 

The Washington Post: Your new movie, “Ben¬ 
jamin” (which comes out April 23), looks funny, 
which is interesting since it’s about drug addic¬ 
tion, which is not a funny topic at all. 

That’s what got it an R rating. It’s kind of like 
Danny Tanner off the rails. I’m pretty serious in 


it. The comedy that comes out of it is my inabil¬ 
ity to cope. The whole point is admitting everyone 
else has a problem, and that’s what I liked about 
it, because why do teenagers turn to drugs? Some¬ 
times it’s influences, sometimes it’s getting caught 
up wanting to be powerful, but a lot of times, it’s a 
difficult family life or denial of family life. And I 
know a lot of people whose kids have this issue and 
it’s heartbreaking. So this is about trying to help 
them and everybody else. 

You’re also balancing your “Zero to Sixty” 
stand-up comedy tour. 

It’s not that easy, but it is, however, incredibly 
rewarding. It feels like I’m doing something in¬ 
credibly healthy for everybody because they’re 
laughing. That’s why I’ve been doing it for 40 
years. 

And “Videos after Dark” is an extension of my 
stand-up. It’s fall-down funny, but it’s things we 
can’t do in the early hours. But it has to still appeal 
to people that would be watching as a family, even 
though it has a disclaimer like “Girls Gone Wild.” 

You said you don’t like talking about politics 
and news during your sets, but you made a joke 
last night that some interpreted as being about 
the scandal involving Lori Loughlin: “I’m the only 
TV parent who isn’t in jail — I’m talking about 
Bill Cosby!” Was that actually just about Bill 
Cosby or also a gag about the college admis¬ 
sions scandal? 

People are interpreting me wrong. He was prov¬ 
en guilty, and that case is over. But yeah, I can’t 
talk about (the college admission scandal) any¬ 
more. And I hate saying “no comment” but, you 
know, it’s too complex to go into. It’s so personal. 
There was a tweet that I took down that people 
thought was connected, but I really wasn’t talking 
about anything. I don’t know what to say because 
it starts into a long conversation and I can’t even 
emotionally have it at this point. This subject be¬ 
longs on the therapist couch. 


‘Curse of La Llorona’ leads worst Easter box office in almost 15 years 


From wire reports 

The $26.5 million opening of “The Curse 
of La Llorona” dominated the worst Eas¬ 
ter box-office weekend in almost 15 years, 
with a total gross for all films of $110.8 mil¬ 
lion, according to estimates from measure¬ 
ment firm Comscore. 

“La Llorona,” made for just $9 million, 
unseated the studio’s “Shazam!” from the 
top spot. The supernatural thriller is based 
on Mexican folklore about “the weeping 
woman,” a spirit who lost her children and 
terrorizes those she encounters. 

“Shazam!” added $17.3 million in its 
third weekend for a cumulative $121.3 
million. 

In third place. Fox’s faith-based film 
“Breakthrough” opened with $11.1 million 


over the weekend and $14.6 million since 
its release last Wednesday. 

The $14 million film stars “This Is Us” 
actress Chrissy Metz as a mother who 
struggles to cope following her adopted 
son’s near-death experience. 

At No. 4, Disney’s “Captain Marvel” 
added $9.1 million in its seventh weekend 
for a cumulative $400 million. Globally, the 
film earned $15.6 million for a cumulative 
global gross of more than $1 billion. 

Rounding out the top five, “Little” added 
$8.4 million in its second weekend for a cu¬ 
mulative $29.4 million. 

Other news 

■ Actor Henry Winkler has a three- 


book deal with Abrams Children’s Books 
for a middle-grade series about an alien 
who somehow lands in Hollywood and be¬ 
comes a teen sensation. The series is called 
“Alien Superstar” and will be co-written 
with Lin Oliver and illustrated by Ethan 
Nicolle. The first book is scheduled for Oct. 
1, Abrams announced Monday. 

■ Adele and her husband Simon Ko- 
necki have separated. The pop singer’s 
representatives confirmed the news April 
19. Adele gave birth to their son, Angelo, in 
2012. The Grammy-winning British super- 
star has been private about her relation¬ 
ship, but confirmed she married Konecki 
when she won album of the year at the 2017 
Grammys. 

■ “Boyz N the Hood” director John 


Singleton suffered a stroke last week and 
remains hospitalized, according to his fam¬ 
ily. Additional details, including his condi¬ 
tion, were not immediately available. In a 
statement released April 20, Singleton’s 
family announced that the 51-year-old 
filmmaker was in ICU and “under great 
medical care.” 

■ World-wide paranormal investigator 
and author Lorraine Warren, whose de¬ 
cades of ghost-hunting cases with her late 
husband inspired such frightening films 
as “The Conjuring” series and “The Ami- 
tyville Horror,” died April 18. She was 92. 
During their 61 years of marriage, Lor¬ 
raine and Ed Warren investigated more 
than 10,000 cases in the US. and abroad, 
often writing about their experiences. 
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SHIFTING GEARS 



Smaller CT5 could be start of something big 

2020 Cadillac sport sedan has an appealing new look and unmatched technology 



The interior of the CT5 is a step in the right direction. 


By Mark Phelan 
Detroit Free Press 

adillac just may have got this 
right. 

The 2020 Cadillac CT5 sport 
sedan that debuted at the New 
York auto show recently has an appealing 
new look, interior design and materials 
worthy of a true luxury brand, and gotta- 
have technology the competition can’t 
match. 

Due to go on sale in the fourth quarter 
of this year, the CT5 could give luxury 
shoppers a compelling reason to consider 
Cadillac. Those have been in short supply 
recently, as the brand stumbled in the U.S. 
market despite setting worldwide sales re¬ 
cords and strong performance in China. 

The Cadillac CT5 is the second of three 
vehicles that are vital to General Motors’ 
luxury brand. The CT5 arrives between 
the XT6 three-row midsize SUV this sum¬ 
mer and an all-important new version of 
the Escalade large SUV in 2020. 

Tough competition 

The CT5 is smaller than Cadillac’s cur¬ 
rent CTS sedan, which it replaces. Cadillac 
developed the CTS to compete with sport 
sedans such as the Audi A4, BMW 3-series 
and Mercedes C-class. Sedan sales are 
falling around the world, but those cars 
remain popular and play a disproportion¬ 
ate role shaping how perceptions of their 
brands’ performance, technology and 


desirability. 

The CTS will come in rear- and all- 
wheel-drive models. It uses the lightweight 
architecture that gave the CTS and smaller 
ATS excellent ride and handling. Power 
will come from either a 237-horsepower, 
2.0-liter four-cylinder turbo or 400-horse- 
power, twin-turbo 3.0-liter V-6 mated to a 
10-speed interior. 

The CTS is in the middle of an unprec¬ 


edented new-vehicle offensive from Cadil¬ 
lac. The XT4 compact SUV sells well and 
got Caddy into a hot new market segment 
when sales began last fall. The XT6 has 
met skepticism, despite the fact that no¬ 
body’s driven one yet. 

Looks and brains 

The CTS’s interior features open-pore 


wood trim, carbon fiber and soft perfo¬ 
rated leather. Subpar materials and bland 
design have been consistent criticisms of 
Cadillac’s interiors. The CTS is a mqjor 
step in the right direction, particularly as¬ 
suming it will be priced to compete with 
the A4 and 3-series, which start at $37,400 
and $40,250, respectively. 

The long hood and short rear deck con¬ 
tribute to a profile and stance that makes 
the CTS look primed for takeoff Vertical 
running lights and turn signals continue a 
recognizable and attractive design element 
Cadillac has made its own. 

Best of all, the CTS will offer Super 
Cruise, the hands-free driving system 
that’s the closest thing you can buy to a 
self-driving car and the best thing to hap¬ 
pen to long trips since the interstate high¬ 
way system. 

Super Cruise is the kind of feature own¬ 
ers will never do without once they’ve 
experienced it. Cadillac introduced it to 
acclaim on the CT6 sedan two years ago, 
but has yet to add it to a second model. 
The technology’s rollout across the whole 
model line begins with the CTS. 

At 193.8 inches long, the CTS is 1.7 inch¬ 
es shorter than the CTS. Despite that, its 
wheelbase — the distance from the front 
axle to the rear — is 1.4 inches longer. 
That’s a combination that usually contrib¬ 
utes to a roomy passenger compartment 
and good handling. 

Cadillac needs a hit. The CTS might be 
the vehicle that delivers one. 
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OPINION _ 

Buttigieg still lacking policy positions 


By Doyle McManus 
Los Angeles Times 

P ete Buttigieg, the 37-year-old 
mayor of South Bend, Ind., could 
turn out to be the biggest, boldest 
surprise of the 2020 presidential 
campaign. But he’d better come up with 
some policies first. 

Buttigieg was virtually unknown outside 
his home state until two months ago, but he 
has surged into third place in polls in Iowa 
and New Hampshire, the states that hold 
the first contests in the race for the Demo¬ 
cratic nomination. 

Television anchors have learned how to 
pronounce his Maltese last name (“boot 
edge edge,” he says). Studious voters have 
read up on his biography: Midwestern boy 
goes to Harvard, wins a Rhodes scholar¬ 
ship, becomes his hometown’s mayor, 
serves in Afghanistan — then comes out as 
gay and acquires a husband. 

He’s impressive on television, a fluent 
mix of Democratic talking points wrapped 
in moderate Midwestern tones — plus, as 
my colleague Mark Z. Barabak wrote, a 
“Mr. Rogers haircut and Howdy Doody 
grin.” 

Buttigieg acknowledges that it’s “auda¬ 
cious” for the 30-something mayor of a 
town of 102,000 to seek the presidency. Ac¬ 
tually, it’s unprecedented. The last mayor 
to win a nomination was New York’s De- 
Witt Clinton in 1812. And he lost in the 
general election. 

His pitch is mostly his biography. He’s 
a millennial, he points out often in an un- 
subtle contrast to older candidates. 

“I come from the generation that is going 
to be on the business end of climate change 
as long as we live,” he said in his announce¬ 
ment speech on April 14. 

He argues that as a Rust Belt mayor who 
has won votes from Trump supporters, he 
could be the “electable” candidate Demo¬ 
crats yearn for. 

Maybe. There’s only one element miss¬ 
ing from Buttigieg’s potentially meteoric 


campaign: positions on m^or issues. 

That’s not an accident. He says voters 
aren’t looking for policy papers. They care 
about values and character, and knowing 
that a candidate cares about their lives. 

He’s partly right. Hillary Clinton’s 2016 
presidential campaign offered so many 
policy proposals that they got in the way of 
a broader message. 

But many voters already ask Buttigieg 
what he would do if elected. 

At a CNN town hall last month, voters 
asked his views on health care, unemploy¬ 
ment, veterans’ benefits, climate change 
and whether technology companies like 
Facebook should be regulated. 

His answers were a blend of generic 
Democratic positions and suggestions 
that more venturesome ideas should be 
considered. 

On health care, Buttigieg says he be¬ 
lieves the United States should “move in 
the direction of a Medicare-for-All sys¬ 
tem,” but only gradually — not the imme¬ 
diate change to a government-run system 
proposed by Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt. 

On taxes, he argues that Trump’s tax 
cuts for higher income earners should be 
reversed. He also supports a wealth tax 
and a financial transaction tax — but he 
hasn’t offered specific proposals. 

Like every Democratic candidate, he 
supports “comprehensive immigration re¬ 
form,” but he hasn’t offered proposals for 
stemming the surge of asylum-seekers to 
the border — or explained how he’d get re¬ 
form through a Congress that has repeat¬ 
edly rejected it. 

On Facebook, he says the increasing 
power of big corporations is “probably the 
biggest challenge for America right now,” 
but he stops short of calling for those com¬ 
panies to be broken up, as Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren, D-Mass., has proposed. 

“It’s not how big they are; it’s how they 
act,” he said. “And that’s the thing I think 
we need to be regulating.” 

Buttigieg does have two proposals of his 


own. He’s called for electing the president 
by popular vote, a change that would re¬ 
quire amending the Constitution, never an 
easy prospect. 

And he’s proposed expanding the Su¬ 
preme Court from nine justices to 15, but 
adds that it’s “not necessarily the right op¬ 
tion.” It’s not even a new option: President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt proposed expand¬ 
ing the court to 15 justices in 1937, nam¬ 
ing all the new ones himself, but the Senate 
knocked it down. 

The sum of his statements puts Buttigieg 
somewhere in the middle of the spectrum 
of Democratic candidates, between Sand¬ 
ers and Warren on the left and Joe Biden 
(still unannounced) in the center. But with¬ 
out details, it’s impossible to place him pre¬ 
cisely — and he appears to like it that way. 

Will that be enough for primary voters, 
who often have favorite issues and want 
to pin each candidate down? Probably not. 
Buttigieg will face pressure to get spe¬ 
cific before the first Democratic debate in 
June. 

Cynics will point out that he is only the 
latest Democratic hopeful to occupy third 
place behind Biden and Sanders — the 
“flavor of the month,” as he has put it. In 
February, it was Sen. Kamala Harris, of 
California; in March, former Rep. Beto 
O’Rourke, of Texas; next month, perhaps. 
Sen. Michael Bennet, of Colorado. 

That rapid rotation suggests that Demo¬ 
cratic voters are still searching for the per¬ 
fect new face. 

And Buttigieg faces daunting challenges. 
He’s never run a successful statewide cam¬ 
paign, let alone a national effort. He’s a gay 
man whose husband joins him at campaign 
events; they’re hoping to shatter a barrier 
that’s never been tested before. 

But he’s already defied the odds. He’s 
proven himself to be a man to watch. Now 
come the hard parts. 

Doyle McManus is a Washington columnist for the 
Los Angeles Times and director of the journalism 
program at Georgetown University. 


There are no core US interests at stake in Yemen 


By Bonnie Kristian 
Special to the Los Angeles Times 

P resident Donald Trump has re¬ 
peatedly touted his intention to 
chart a new course for American 
foreign policy and reduce U.S. 
military involvements abroad. “Great na¬ 
tions do not fight endless wars,” he de¬ 
clared in this year’s State of the Union 
address. But his administration’s record 
has not matched the president’s rhetoric. 

Last Tuesday, Trump had an important 
opportunity to begin delivering on his 
promises by signing a bipartisan bill to end 
U.S. support for the Saudi-led intervention 
in Yemen. Instead, he vetoed the measure. 

Prolonging American involvement in 
Yemen is reckless. The conflict offers 
the United States abundant risk and no 
reward. Trump’s national security strat¬ 
egy, published last year, described his ad¬ 
ministration’s approach to matters of war 
and peace as one of “principled realism,” 
prescribing a renewed focus on defending 
core U.S. interests. But there are no core 
U.S. interests at stake in Yemen. 

Withdrawal, on the other hand, would re¬ 
spect the will of the American people, and 
maybe even open a path to resolution of the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. It could 
also avert grave, unintended consequences 
for U.S. security. 

Yemen is a small and deeply impover¬ 
ished nation beset by civil war, in which the 


Houthi rebels opposed by the U.S.-backed, 
Saudi-led coalition have distinctly local 
aims. Their success or victory will have 
little to no effect on American security. 

The continuing war, on the other hand, 
could have devastating effects. The Saudi- 
led intervention is fostering conditions in 
which al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula, a 
newer branch of the terrorist organization 
that aims to carry out attacks in the West, 
has thrived. 

Most Americans are not aware of that 
hazard, but they know enough to recognize 
this is not a conflict in which our country 
should be involved. Polling data on Yemen 
is sparse, but a YouGov survey late last year 
found that just 13 percent of Americans 
said they supported the same or increased 
levels of arms sales to Saudi Arabia and 
other U.S. partners in the Yemen interven¬ 
tion. Among those who had opinions about 
the conflict, 75 percent said they opposed 
U.S. involvement. 

The most compelling case for removing 
the United States from Yemen’s civil war 
is that it could help bring the conflict to an 
end. As even the president’s veto statement 
notes, a negotiated solution is what Yemen 
needs for what is fundamentally a political 
dispute that has had horrific consequences 
for the Yemeni people. Every day this war 
continues exacerbates what is already the 
most acute humanitarian emergency on 
the planet. 

By helping to enable the Saudi coalition’s 


indiscriminate destruction in Yemen, the 
United States is delaying any chance of a 
diplomatic resolution. Encouragingly, a 
study released this month by the Interna¬ 
tional Crisis Group, a nonpartisan think 
tank, suggests that Saudi Arabia may be 
looking for a political end to the conflict, 
too — and curtailing U.S. military sup¬ 
port could give Riyadh an excuse to end 
its bombing campaign and push for peace 
talks in earnest. If that report is correct, 
the urgency of a shift in U.S. strategy be¬ 
comes greater still. 

Trump’s decision to veto the Yemen 
bill lost him an easy political win and the 
chance to execute a significant and nec¬ 
essary shift in U.S. foreign policy with 
relative ease. But it is not too late to make 
that change directly from the Oval Office, 
which is exactly where this misadventure 
began under the previous administration. 

After campaigning on his opposition to 
our long-running wars in Iraq and Afghan¬ 
istan and pledging complete withdrawal of 
U.S. troops from Syria, Trump has yet to 
produce an end to the American role in 
any of these conflicts. Yemen presents him 
with an opportunity to act swiftly and show 
that his promises are more than rhetoric. 
The president should end support for the 
Saudi coalition and stop U.S. participation 
in Yemen’s misery. 

Bonnie Kristian is a fellow at Defense Priorities 

and a contributing editor at The Week. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Whispered 
“Hey!” 

5 Cacophony 
8 Last write-up 

12 Jazz singer 
James 

13 Punk rock 
offshoot 

14 Indy event 

15 Meander 

16 Has a portion (of) 
18 Seeming 

contradiction 

20 Small earrings 

21 Allow 
22— Paulo 

23 Social worker’s 
load 

26 Talkative birds 

30 Half of bi- 

31 Levy 

32 French article 

33 Layered dessert 
36 Media barrage 

38 Dog tags, e.g. 

39 Sheep call 

40 Acid in proteins 
43 Lets off 

47 Sunshades 

49 “Phooey!” 

50 Earth Day subj. 

51 “A mouse!” 

52 Outside (Pref.) 

53 Painter Magritte 

54 Kapital” 

55 Grate 


DOWN 

1 Criminal, 
to cops 

2 Old portico 

3 Flag feature 

4 Mexican entree 

5 Station 

6 Big-screen 
format 

7 Neither mate 

8 Speaker 

9 Capital of 
Azerbaijan 

10 On the rocks 

11 Hardy heroine 
17 Despot 

19— Moines 

22 Swing band 
instrument 

23 Drink holder 

24 Santa — winds 

25 Knight’s address 


26 Bit of butter 

27 Gigi’s “yes” 

28 Stick with a kick 

29 “— who?” 

31 Poetic 

contraction 

34 Closing number 

35 Big fusses 

36 Saloon 

37 Fi retruck 
necessity 

39 Soaks up the sun 

40 Unoriginal one 

41 Spiked club 

42 Pressing need 

43 Entreaty 

44 Killer whale 

45 D.C. baseball 
team 

46 Halt 

48 British ref. 
work 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


J 


L Z D P 


NGZSSM GPR 


UVJSSFM-NLZXPK ZVPZ VWU, 
CWH J YPPX ZDIJKJGU JH. 


JH’N Z CPZV HI RZFY IG. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHAT PHRASE WOULD 
PROPERLY DESCRIBE BOTH DOG FOOD AND 
THE COST OF A BUS RIDE? GREYHOUND EARE. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue; S equals Z 
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Announcements 040 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Want a better picture? 


SCAM 

FADS 

target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 


Some of the latest Scam 

Q Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 

through an agent using 



SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
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sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 




College baseball 


Sunday’s scores 

EAST 

Allegheny 6-0, Wooster 1-16 
Army West Point 7, Navy 5 
Binghamton 4, UMass Lowell 1 
Charleston 7, Northeastern 1 
Cobleskill 7, Gallaudet 3 
Columbia 11-9, Brown 3-6 
Davidson 6, George Washington 5 
Delaware 10, Towson 3 
Harvard 2-11, Dartmouth 1-3 
Hofstra 9, UNC Wilmington 8 
Kansas 6, West Virginia 5 
Lafayette 9-5, Holy Cross 6-10 
Lehigh 6, Bucknell 4 
Notre Dame 9-4, Pittsburgh 0-1 
NYU 12-3, Brandeis 2-8 
Penn St.-Harrisburg 18, Christopher 
Newport 13 

Plattsburgh St. 2-1, Fredonia 1-4, 1st 
game, 11 innings 

Princeton 4, Cornell 2 
Rutgers 6, Purdue 1 
UMBC 8, Hartford 2 
UMass at Maine, ccd. 

West Chester 11-2, Millersville 10-7, 
1st game, 10 innings 
Yale 9-8, Penn 7-0 

SOUTH 

Austin Peay 22, UT-Martin 11 
Coppin St. 5, Norfolk St. 0 
Dayton 13, George Mason 3 
Duke 9, Clemson 8 
Elon 11, William & Mary 2 
FAU 6, W. Kentucky 4 
North Carolina 16, Boston College 8 
Ohio St. 5, Maryland 1 
Old Dominion 7, FlU 2 
Richmond 5, VCU 4,11 innings 
Southern U. 16, Texas Southern 6 
Vanderbilt 2, Alabama 0 
Washington and Lee 12-4, Emory & 
Henry 11-5 

MIDWEST 

Ball St. 6-5, Miami (Ohio) 1-7 
Bowling Green 4-4, W. Michigan 3-2 
Cent. Michigan 7-18, Toledo 1-3 
Illinois 4, Penn St. 3 
Illinois St. 8, S. Illinois 4 
Indiana Kokomo 5, Rio Grande 3 
Indiana St. 8-6, Evansville 2-4 
Kent St. 10, N. Illinois 3 
Michigan 3-10, Northwestern 2-1 
Michigan St. 5-2, Indiana 3-11 
Nebraska 3, Iowa 2 
Ohio 8-6, E. Michigan 2-3 
Oklahoma 5, Minnesota 2 
Omaha 13-4, Fort Wayne 2-2, 2nd 
game, 8 innings, darkness 
Tiffin 9-1, Davis & Elkins 4-2 
Transylvania at DePauw, ccd. 

Wabash 17-6, Oberlin 12-5, 2nd game, 
10 innings 

Washington (Mo.) 5, Emory 3 

SOUTHWEST 

Grambling St. 14, Ark.-Pine Bluff 11 


Boxing 


Fight schedule 

April 25 

At Indio, Calif., Yves Ulysse Jr. vs. Steve 
Claggett, 10, for the vacant WBA Gold 
Super lightweight title; Oscar Negrete 
vs. Joshua Franco, 10, for the NABF ban¬ 
tamweight title; Alexis Rocha vs. Shoki 
Sakai, 10, for Rocha’s WBC Continental 
Americas welterweight title. 

April 26 

At The Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Dan¬ 
iel Roman vs. TJ Doheny, 12, for Roman’s 
WBA super bantamweight title and 
Doheny’s IBF/WBA Super World su¬ 
per bantamweight titles; Srisaket Sor 
Rungvisai vs. Juan Francisco Estrada, 12, 
for Sor Rungvisai’s WBC junior bantam¬ 
weight title; Jessie Vargas vs. Humberto 
Soto, 10, Junior middleweights; Scott 
Quigg vs. Jayson Velez, 10, for vacant IBF 
International super featherweight title; 
Shakhram Glyasov vs. Emmanuel Taylor, 
10, junior welterweights. 

At Tuscany Hall, Florence, Italy, Fabio 
Turchi vs. Jean Jacques Olivier, 12, for 
Turchi’s WBC International Silver cruiser- 
weight title; Orlando Flordigigllo vs. Ste¬ 
phen Danyo, 12, for the vacant IBF super 
welterweight title; Allesandro Riguccini 
vs. Ivan Alvarez, 12, for the vacant IBF In¬ 
ternational super welterweight title. 

April 27 

At Cajun Dome, Lafayette, La., Kiryl 
Relikh vs. Regis Prograis, 12, for Relikh’s 
WBA World junior welterweight title 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals); 
ZolanI Tete vs. Nonito Donalre, 12, for 
Tete’s WBO and Donaire’s WBA Super 
World bantamweight title (World Boxing 
Super Series semifinals); Nikolai Potapov 
vs. Stephon Young, 10, bantamweights. 

At Las Vegas, Robert Easter Jr. vs. 
Ranees Barthelemy, 12, for the vacant 
WBA-IBO lightweight titles; Viktor Postol 
vs. Mohamed Mimoune, 12, junior welter¬ 
weights; Efe Ajagba vs. Michael Wallisch, 
10, heavyweights; Terrel Williams vs. Jus¬ 
tin DeLoach, 10, welterweights. 


Pro soccer 

1 

Golf 

1 

Deals 


MLS 

Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

D.C. United 4 2 2 14 12 9 

Toronto FC 4 1 1 13 18 11 

Philadelphia 4 3 1 13 12 9 

Columbus 4 3 1 13 8 8 

Orlando City 3 3 2 11 12 13 

Montreal 3 3 2 11 8 14 

Chicago 2 2 3 9 12 11 

Cincinnati 2 4 2 8 8 13 

New York City FC 1 1 5 8 9 11 

New England 2 5 1 7 6 12 

New York 1 4 2 5 8 9 

Atlanta 1 3 2 5 5 8 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 7 1 1 22 25 7 

LA Galaxy 6 1 0 18 13 7 

Seattle 5 1 1 16 15 9 

FC Dallas 5 2 1 16 14 9 

Houston 4 1 1 13 13 8 

Minnesota United 3 3 1 10 17 15 

Real Salt Lake 3 4 1 10 10 14 

Sporting KC 2 2 3 9 15 11 

San Jose 2 5 0 6 10 17 

Vancouver 152 5 6 11 

Portland 15 1 4 9 18 

Colorado 0 6 2 2 12 23 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, April 17 
Vancouver 1, Los Angeles FC 0 
Friday’s games 
Real Salt Lake 3, Cincinnati 0 
Toronto FC 4, Minnesota United 3 
LA Galaxy 2, Houston 1 

Saturday’s games 
Chicago 4, Colorado 1 
Philadelphia 3, Montreal 0 
Orlando City 1, Vancouver 0 
FC Dallas 2, Atlantal 
New England 1, New York 0 
Portland 3, Columbus 1 
San Jose 4, Sporting Kansas City 1 
Sunday’s games 
New York City FC 2, D.C. United 0 
Los Angeles FC 4, Seattle 1 
Wednesday, April 24 
Chicago at New York City FC 
D.C. United at Columbus 
Montreal at New England 
LA Galaxy at Minnesota United 
San Jose at Seattle 

Saturday, April 27 
Orlando City at New York City FC 
Portland at Toronto FC 
San Jose at FC Dallas 
Philadelphia at Vancouver 
Colorado at Atlanta 
Cincinnati at New York 
Columbus at Houston 
New England at Sporting Kansas City 
Sunday, April 28 
Chicago at Montreal 
D.C. United at Minnesota United 
Los Angeles FC at Seattle 
Real Salt Lake at LA Galaxy 

Sunday 

Los Angeles FC 4 , Sounders 1 

Seattle 0 1-1 

Los Angeles FC 2 2—4 

First half— 1, Los Angeles FC, Vela, 9 
(Kaye), 12th minute; 2, Los Angeles FC, 
Atuesta, 1 (Kaye), 39th. 

Second half— 3, Seattle, Shipp, 1 (Ro¬ 
driguez), 51st; 4, Los Angeles FC, Vela, 
10 (Atuesta), 55th; 5, Los Angeles FC, 
Ramirez, 2 (Kaye), 61st. 

Goalies— Seattle, Stefan Frei, Bryan 
Meredith; Los Angeles FC, Tyler Miller, 
Pablo Slsnlega. 

Yellow Cards— Los Angeles FC, Atues¬ 
ta, 35th. Seattle, Torres, 22nd; Kee-Hee, 
44th; Leerdam, 58th; Delem, 67th. 
A-22,221. 

NYC FC 2 , DC United 0 

New York City 1 1-2 

D.C. United 0 0-0 

First half— 1, New York City, Mitrita, 2 
(Heber), 35th minute. 

Second half— 2, New York City, Heber, 
1 (Matarrita), 56th. 

Goalies— New York City, Sean John¬ 
son, Brad Stuver; D.C. United, Bill Hamid, 
Chris Seitz. 

Yellow Cards— New York City, Lewis, 
48th; Ofori, 52nd; Moralez, 77th; Medina, 
90th; Johnson, 90th. D.C. United, Durkin, 
44th; Jara, 45th; Arriola, 90th. 

A- 18,004. 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 10 1 4 6 1 

Portland 10 1 4 6 4 

Houston 10 1 4 2 1 

Utah 1 0 0 3 1 0 

Washington 1 1 0 3 2 1 

Chicago 0 0 2 2 5 5 

Reign FC 0 0 2 2 2 2 

Sky Blue FC 0 2 0 0 0 3 

Orlando 0 2 1 118 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday’s game 
North Carolina 5, Orlando 0 
Saturday’s games 
Portland 4, Chicago 4 
Houston 1, Sky Blue FC 0 
Utah 1, Washington 0 

Sunday’s game 
Orlando 1, Reign FC 1 

Saturday, April 27 
Utah at Orlando 
Reign FC at Chicago 

Sunday’s, April 28 
Portland at Sky Blue FC 
North Carolina at Houston 


RBC Heritage 

Sunday 

At Harbour Town Golf Links 
Hilton Head Island, S.C. 

Purse: $6.9 million 
Yardage: 7,099; Par: 71 
Final 

C. T. Pan, $1,242,000 71-65-69-67-272 -12 

Matt Kuchar, $745,200 69-69-68-67-273 -11 
P. Cantlay, $358,800 67-72-66-69-274 -10 

S. Lowry, $358,800 65-68-71-70-274 -10 

Scott Piercy, $358,800 67-70-68-69-274 -10 

J. T. Poston, $231,150 71-71-67-66-275 -9 

S. Power, $231,150 68-72-68-67-275 -9 

K. Streelman , $231,150 69-69-69-68-275 -9 

Sam Burns, $200,100 67-70-69-70-276 -8 

K.J. Choi, $152,950 70-66-69-72-277 -7 

Troy Merritt, $152,950 69-67-72-69-277 -7 
Kevin Na, $152,950 67-72-71-67-277 -7 

Ian Poulter, $152,950 70-67-67-73-277 -7 

R. Sabbatini, $152,950 67-69-68-73-277 -7 
M. Thompson, $152,950 68-71-69-69-277 -7 
R.Cabrera Bello, $90,620 68-69-70-71-278 -6 
Joel Dahmen, $90,620 70-68-71-69-278 -6 

Zach Johnson, $90,620 69-69-72-68-278 -6 
Jason Kokrak, $90,620 69-68-72-69-278 -6 
Peter Malnatl, $90,620 67-72-69-70-278 -6 
Trey Mulllnax, $90,620 66-68-71-73-278 -6 
E. Pepperell, $90,620 71-69-68-70-278 -6 

Webb Simpson, $90,620 69-73-65-71-278 -6 
Brian Stuard, $90,620 68-70-72-68-278 -6 

Harris English, $56,350 72-69-69-69-279 -5 

T. Fleetwood, $56,350 71-68-70-70-279 -5 

Boo Weekley, $56,350 69-70-70-70-279 -5 
Dustin Johnson, $46,920 68-67-68-77-280 -4 
Alex Noren, $46,920 67-74-67-72-280 -4 

Ryan Palmer, $46,920 66-71-74-69-280 -4 

Chez Reavie, $46,920 68-71-68-73-280 -4 

J. J. Spaun, $46,920 70-69-68-73-280 -4 

Daniel Berger, $36,455 66-69-72-74-281 -3 
Luke Donald, $36,455 70-70-69-72-281 -3 

Emiliano Grillo, $36,455 68-67-70-76-281 -3 
Andrew Landry, $36,455 69-71-73-68-281 -3 

D. McCarthy, $36,455 70-68-70-73-281 -3 

H.Swafford, $36,455 68-74-71-68-281 -3 

Bud Cauley, $30,360 69-72-72-69-282 -2 

M.FItzpatrIck, $30,360 71-71-68-72-282 -2 
Kevin Kisner, $26,220 71-68-72-72-283 -1 

Danny Lee, $26,220 72-69-70-72-283 -1 

Luke List, $26,220 66-73-73-71-283 -1 

Ryan Moore, $26,220 66-74-72-71-283 -1 

C. Hoffman, $21,390 68-69-70-77-284 E 

Billy Horschel, $21,390 67-70-72-75-284 E 
Patton Kizzire, $21,390 72-69-71-72-284 E 
Jonathan Byrd, $17,342 68-73-73-71-285 +1 
Adam Hadwin, $17,342 71-69-74-71-285 +1 

K. -Hoon Lee, $17,342 70-69-74-72-285 +1 

G. McDowell, $17,342 68-71-73-73-285 +1 

B.Snedeker, $17,342 71-71-69-74-285 +1 

Scott Stallings, $17,342 70-69-71-75-285 +1 

W. Clark, $15,801 70-69-78-69-286 +2 

Brian Gay, $15,801 71-68-71-76-286 +2 

B. Harkins, $15,801 71-67-74-74-286 +2 

Jordan Spieth, $15,801 71-66-74-75-286 +2 
Marc Leishman, $15,318 70-69-77-71-287 +3 
Nick Taylor, $15,318 72-70-68-77-287 +3 

R. Werenski, $15,318 74-68-74-71-287 +3 

Branden Grace, $14,973 70-72-75-71-288 +4 
Scott Langley, $14,973 68-74-75-71-288 +4 
Ryan Armour, $14,559 72-69-74-74-289 +5 
Jason Dufner, $14,559 73-69-71-76-289 +5 

M. Hughes, $14,559 70-70-72-77-289 +5 

X. Schauffele, $14,559 71-70-73-75-289 +5 

Cody Gribble, $14,076 72-69-73-77-291 +7 

Ted Potter, Jr., $14,076 73-69-77-72-291 +7 
Ben Silverman, $14,076 73-68-76-74-291 +7 

S. Kodaira, $13,800 73-68-77-82-300 +16 


Jelfsiurr 


Mitsubishi Eiectric Ciassic 

Sunday 

At TPC Sugarloaf 
Duluth, Ga. 

Purse: $1.8 million 
Yardage: 6,987; Par: 72 (36-36) 

Scott McCarron, $270,000 68-70-71-209 -7 
Joe Durant, $120,600 72-70-69-211 -5 

Kent Jones, $120,600 74-68-69-211 -5 

Jerry Kelly, $120,600 71-73-67-211 -5 

Kirk Triplett, $120,600 72-70-69-211 -5 

Stephen Ames, $61,200 73-70-69-212 -4 

■'-n Duke, $61,200 73-71-68-212 -4 

' Perry, $61,200 77-69-66-212 -4 

_uman, $61,200 77-67-68-212 -4 

Stephen Leaney, $41,400 74-70-69-213 -3 
Rocco Mediate, $41,400 73-68-72-213 -3 

C. Montgomerie, $41,400 74-71-68-213 -3 
Willie Wood, $41,400 73-72-68-213 -3 

Glen Day, $31,500 73-71-70-214 -2 

M. Angel Jimenez, $31,500 72-70-72-214 -2 
Bernhard Langer, $31,500 77-69-68-214 -2 
Vijay Singh, $31,500 72-73-69-214 -2 

Ken Tanigawa, $26,190 73-73-69-215 -1 

Duffy Waldorf, $26,190 76-67-72-215 -1 

Billy Andrade, $23,760 76-69-72-217 +1 

Michael Bradley, $20,475 72-73-73-218 +2 
Tom Gillis, $20,475 73-75-70-218 +2 

Bob May, $20,475 69-74-75-218 +2 

Kevin Sutherland, $20,475 76-70-72-218 +2 
J. Maria Olazabal, $17,160 74-72-73-219 +3 
Dan Olsen, $17,160 74-72-73-219 +3 

Wes Short, Jr., $17,160 74-73-72-219 +3 

Paul Broadhurst, $14,256 76-73-71-220 +4 
Steve Flesch, $14,256 77-70-73-220 +4 

Brandt Jobe, $14,256 74-73-73-220 +4 

Tim Petrovic, $14,256 73-73-74-220 -t-4 

Esteban Toledo, $14,256 73-73-74-220 +4 

Michael Allen, $10,665 75-74-72-221 +5 

John Daly, $10,665 76-74-71-221 +5 

Paul Goydos, $10,665 74-75-72-221 +5 

Skip Kendall, $10,665 76-72-73-221 +5 

Cliff Kresge, $10,665 75-74-72-221 +5 

Sandy Lyle, $10,665 72-76-73-221 +5 

Billy Mayfair, $10,665 74-75-72-221 +5 

Scott Parel, $10,665 74-74-73-221 +5 

Woody Austin, $8,100 75-71-76-222 +6 

Gibby Gilbert III, $8,100 74-73-75-222 +6 

Jesper Parnevik, $8,100 78-71-73-222 +6 

Fran Quinn, $8,100 74-73-75-222 +6 

Gene Sauers, $8,100 75-75-72-222 +6 

Tom Byrum, $6,660 77-74-72-223 +7 

Dan Forsman, $6,660 75-72-76-223 +7 

Jerry Smith, $6,660 72-74-77-223 +7 

Chris DiMarco, $5,220 73-77-74-224 +8 

Jay Haas, $5,220 74-78-72-224 +8 

Lee Janzen, $5,220 76-71-77-224 +8 

Tom Pernice Jr., $5,220 74-74-76-224 +8 

Tommy Tolies, $5,220 73-78-73-224 ■f8 

Relief Goosen, $4,140 75-77-73-225 +9 

Gary Hallberg, $4,140 76-72-77-225 +9 

David Toms, $4,140 75-74-76-225 +9 

Darren Clarke, $3,510 74-74-78-226 +10 

Brian Cooper, $3,510 78-75-73-226 +10 

Mike Goodes, $3,510 76-74-76-226 +10 

Scott Pieri, $3,510 76-75-75-226 +10 

Mark Calcavecchia, $2,790 80-74-73-227 +11 
David Frost, $2,790 78-74-75-227 +11 

David McKenzie, $2,790 76-75-76-227 +11 

John Smoltz, $2,790 80-74-73-227 +11 

Scott Verplank, $2,340 74-83-71-228 +12 

Tommy Armour III, $1,908 75-76-78-229 +13 
Doug Garwood, $1,908 77-76-76-229 +13 

Dudley Hart, $1,908 74-76-79-229 +13 

Tom Watson, $1,908 79-76-74-229 +13 

Brad Bryant, $1,530 77-75-78-230 +14 

Greg Kraft, $1,530 77-75-78-230+14 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Designated 
RHP Mike Wright for assignment. Select¬ 
ed the contract of RHP Gabriel Ynoa from 
Norfolk (ID. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Optioned RHP 
Jon Edwards to Columbus (IL). 

DETROIT TIGERS - Optioned LHP 
Gregory Soto to Lakeland (FSL). 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Optioned LHP 
Reymin Guduan to Round Rock (PCL). Re¬ 
called LHP Framber Valdez from Round 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Optioned RHP 
Glenn Sparkman to Omaha (PCL). Sent 
LHP Danny Duffy to Northwest Arkansas 
(TL) for a rehab assignment. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Optioned RHP 
Fernando Romero to Rochester (IL). 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Placed OF 
Aaron Judge on the 10-day IL. Recalled 
SS Thairo Estrada from Scranton/Wilkes- 
Barre (IL). 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Placed OF Austin 
Meadows on the 10-day IL and RHP Hunt¬ 
er Wood on paternity leave. Optioned 
RHP Jake Faria to Durham (IL). Reinstat¬ 
ed 2B Joey Wendle from the 10-day IL. Re¬ 
called RHP Emilio Pagan and SS Andrew 
Velazquez from Durham. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Placed RHP 
Matt Shoemaker on the 10-day IL. Re¬ 
called INF Richard Urena from Buffalo 
(IL). 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Optioned 
RHP Taylor Clarke to Reno (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Jimmie Sherfy from Reno. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Optioned RHP 
Shane Carle to Gwinnett (IL). 

CHICAGO CUBS - Optioned LHP Randy 
Rosario to Iowa (PCL). Recalled RHP Alec 
Mills from Iowa. Sent RHP Tony Barnette 
to Iowa for a rehab assignment. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Sent 2B Daniel 
Murphy to Albuquerque (PCL) for a re¬ 
hab assignment. 

NEW YORK METS - Optioned RHP 
Chris Flexen to Syracuse (IL). Recalled 
LHP Daniel Zamora from Syracuse. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Placed C Ja¬ 
cob Stallings on the 10-day IL, retroac¬ 
tive to Thursday. Reinstated C Elias Diaz 
from the 10-day IL. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Optioned RHP 
Phil Maton and INF Luis Urias to El Paso 
(PCL). Recalled LHP Robbie Erlin from 
Lake Elsinore (Cal). Reinstated OF Man¬ 
uel Margot from paternity leave. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Suspended New Jersey gen¬ 
eral manager Sean Marks one game and 
fined him $25,000 for entering the refer¬ 
ees’ locker room after Saturday’s game. 
Fined San Antonio G DeMar DeRozan 
$25,000 for recklessly throwing the bas¬ 
ketball toward a game official and into 
the stands. Fined Brooklyn F Jared Dud¬ 
ley $25,000 and Philadelphia G-F Jimmy 
Butler $15,000 for their roles in an on- 
court altercation in Saturday’s game. 

COLLEGE 

GONZAGA - Junior F Killian Tillie will 
enter the NBA draft. 

KANSAS STATE - Suspended WR 
Hunter Risen indefinitely. 


Tennis 


Fed Cup 

WORLD GRDUP 
Semlals 

Winners to final, Nov. 9-10 
France 3, Romania 2 
At Rouen, France 
Surface: Clay-Indoor 
Singles 

Simona Halep, Romania, def. Kristina 
Mladenovic, France, 6-3, 6-1. 

Caroline Garcia, France, def. Mihaela 
Buzarnescu, Romania, 6-3, 6-3. 

Reverse Singles 

Simona Halep, Romania, def. Caroline 
Garcia, France, 6-7 (6), 6-3, 6-4. 

Pauline Parmentier, France, def. Irina- 
Camelia Begu, Romania, 6-3, 2-6, 6-2. 

Doubles 

Caroline Garcia and Kristina Mlad¬ 
enovic, France, def. Simona Halep and 
Monica Niculescu, Romania, 5-7, 6-3, 6-4. 

Australia 3, Belarus 2 
At Brisbane, Australia 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, def. Sam 
Stosur, Australia, 7-5, 5-7, 6-3. 

Ashleigh Barty, Australia, def. Victoria 
Azarenka, Belarus, 7-6 (2), 6-3. 

Reverse Singles 

Ashleigh Barty, Australia, def. Aryna 
Sabalenka, Belarus, 6-2, 6-2. 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, def. Sam 
Stosur, Australia, 6-1, 6-1. 

Doubles 

Ashleigh Barty and Sam Stosur, Aus¬ 
tralia, def. Victoria Azarenka and Aryna 
Sabalenka, Belarus, 7-5, 3-6, 6-2. 

WORLD GROUP PLAYOFFS 
Winners to 2020 WG; losers to 2020 WGII 

Czech Republic 4, Canada 0 
At Prostejov, Czech Republic 
Surface: Clay-Indoor 
Singles 

Karolina Muchova, Czech Republic, 
def. Rebecca Marino, Canada, 6-3, 6-0. 

Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Leylah Annie Fernandez, 6-4, 6-1. 

Reverse Singles 

Marketa Vondrousova, Czech Republic, 
def. Rebecca Marino, Canada, 6-3, 6-4. 

Karolina Muchova, Czech Republic, vs. 
Leylah Annie Fernandez, abandoned. 


Barbora Krejeikova and Lucie Safa¬ 
rova, Czech Republic, def. Gabriela Dab- 
rowski and Sharon Fichman, Canada, 7-6 
(4), 7-5. 

United States 3, Switzerland 2 
At San Antonio 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 

Viktorija Golubic, Switzerland, def. 
Madison Keys, United States, 6-2, 6-3. 

Sloane Stephens, United States, def. 
Timea Bacsinszky, Switzerland, 6-4, 6-3. 

Reverse Singles 

Sloane Stephens, United States, def. 
Viktorija Golubic, Switzerland, 6-3, 6-2. 

Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Timea 
Bacsinszky, Switzerland, 6-3, 7-6 (4). 


YIena In-Albon and Conny Perrin, 
Switzerland, def. Sofia Kenin and Jessica 
Pegula, United States, 7-5, 6-2. 

Germany 3, Latvia 1 
At Riga, Latvia 
Surface:_ Hard-Indoor 

Andrea Petkovic, Germany, def. Jelena 
Ostapenko, Latvia, 7-5, 6-4. 

Julia Georges, Germany, def. Diana 
Marcinkevica, Latvia, 6-4, 4-6, 6-1. 

Reverse Singles 

Mona Barthel, Germany, def. Jelena 
Ostapenko, Latvia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Diana Marcinkevica, Latvia, vs. An¬ 
drea Petkovic, Germany, abandoned. 


Jelena Ostapenko and Daniela Vis- 
mane, Latvia, def. Anna-Lena Groenefeld 
and Andrea Petkovic, Germany, 6-1,6-3. 

Spain 3, Belgium 2 
At Kortrijk, Belgium 
Surface:^ Hard-Indoor 

Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, def. Garb- 
ine Muguruza, Spain, 6-3, 4-6, 6-4. 

Carla Suarez Navarro, Spain, def. Ali¬ 
son Van Uytvanck, Belgium, 6-3, 6-2. 

Reverse Singles 

Ysaline Bonaventure, Belgium, def. 
Carbine Muguruza, Spain, 6-4, 0-6, 6-4. 

Carla Suarez Navarro, Spain, def. Ya¬ 
nina Wickmayer, Belgium, 6-2, 6-1. 


and Kirsten Flipkens, 7-6 (4), 2-6, 6-2. 

WORLD GROUP II PLAYOFFS 

Winners to 2020 WGI; losers to Zonal 
Group I 

Russia 4, Italy 0 
At Moscow 
Surface: Clay-Indoor 
Singles 

Anastasia Potapova, Russia, def. Mar¬ 
tina Trevisan, Italy, 2-6, 6-3, 6-1. 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 
def. Jasmine Paolini, Italy, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (5). 

Reverse Singles 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 
def. Martina Trevisan, Italy, 6-4, 6-3. 

Anastasia Potapova, Russia, vs. Jas¬ 
mine Paolini, Italy, abandoned. 

Doubles 

Vlada Koval and Anastasia Potapova, 
Russia, def. Sara Errani and Jasmine 
Paolini, Italy, 4-6, 6-3,10-7. 

Britain 3, Kazakhstan 1 
At London 

Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 

Johanna Konta, Britain, def. Zarina Di- 
yas, Kazakhstan, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Yulia Putinseva, Kazakhstan, def. Ka¬ 
tie Boulter, Britain, 3-6, 6-2, 7-6 (6). 

Reverse Singles 

Johanna Konta, Britain, def. Yulia Pu¬ 
tinseva, Kazakhstan, 4-6, 6-2, 7-5. 

Katie Boulter, Britain, def. Zarina Di- 
yas, Kazakhstan, 6-7 (1), 6-4, 6-1. 

Doubles 

Hariet Dart and Heather Watson, Brit¬ 
ain, vs. Anna Danilina and Galina Vosko- 
boeva, Kazakhstan, abandoned 

Monte Carlo Masters 

Sunday 

At The Monte-Carlo Country Club 
Monaco 

Purse: $5.88 million (Masters 1000) 
Surface^piay-Outdoor 

Champ?onship 

Fabio Fognini (13), Italy, def. Dusan La- 
jovic, Serbia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Doubles 


Championship 

Nikola Mektic and Franko Skugor (7), 
Croatia, def. Robin Haase and Wesley 
Koolhof, Netherlands, 6-7 (3), 7-6 (3), 11-9. 
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NFL/SPORTS BRIEFS 



John Minchillo/AP 


Mark Sanchez, left, was a first-round pick and was expected to be the Jets quarterback of the future. He 
played in two AFC Championship games but his career didn’t pan out over time. 

Commentary 


Many more misses than hits 
in tricky art of NFL drafting 


By Bob Glauber 

Newsday 

The Jets pulled off a dramatic trade and finally 
landed their quarterback of the future. 

For the Raiders, it was the linebacker they’d cov¬ 
eted so much who would turn around a chronically 
weak defense. 

And the Browns were convinced they’d just se¬ 
lected the second coming of Jim Brown. 

Or so it seemed. 

While the NFL Draft each year creates hope for 
teams around the league, the cold reality is that 
selecting the right players — even at the top of the 
draft, where it should be easiest to figure out — isn’t 
an exact science. Just look at the top 10 picks in the 
draft — any draft — and chances are you’ll find 
some colossal disappointments as well as corner¬ 
stone players who go on to Hall of Fame careers. 
The three aforementioned examples are evidence 
that getting it right can be an elusive proposition. 

The Jets did pull off a trade last year to get Sam 
Darnold, who is coming off a promising rookie sea¬ 
son and has injected legitimate hope for a terrific 
career. But it was 10 years ago that another former 
use quarterback — Mark Sanchez — offered simi¬ 
lar promise. While Sanchez was part of a team that 
went to the AFC Championship game two years in 
a row under Rex Ryan, his career didn’t pan out 
over time and he joined a chorus of post-Joe Namath 
disappointments. 

A year later, the Raiders selected Alabama line¬ 
backer Rolando McClain at No. 8 overall, hoping he 
would restore greatness to their defense. Not quite. 
After three disappointing seasons in which he to¬ 
taled 6 Vi sacks and had off-field problems, McClain’s 
career with the Raiders was over. 

And Browns fans won’t soon forget one of the big¬ 
gest busts of all time. No, Trent Richardson wasn’t 
another Jim Brown. Not after the Alabama tailback 
was traded to the Colts in just his second season and 
lasted all of three NFL seasons before fading away. 

The top of the 2009 draft is one of the biggest cau¬ 
tionary tales. After No. 1 overall pick Matthew Staf¬ 
ford, who has had a solid career with the Lions, there 
was Rams tackle Jason Smith at No. 2, Chiefs defen¬ 
sive end Tyson Jackson at No. 3, Seahawks lineback¬ 
er Aaron Curry at No. 4, Sanchez at No. 5, Bengals 


tackle Andre Smith at No. 6, Raiders receiver Dar¬ 
rins Heyward-Bey at No. 7, Jaguars tackle Eugene 
Monroe at No. 8, Packers defensive tackle B. J. R^i 
at No. 9, 49ers receiver Michael Crabtree at No. 10 
and Bills defensive end Aaron Maybin at No. 11. 

There isn’t a Hall of Fame career to be found, and 
most are already out of the league. 

“This is such an inexact science that we all make 
a number of mistakes,” Cardinals general manager 
Steve Keim said. “I think it’s critical to the process 
that you continue to self-evaluate, see where you 
made mistakes before.” 

One of the hardest things to get right: What makes 
a player tick. 

The conundrum may have been best exemplified 
at the very top of the 1998 draft. Peyton Manning 
went first overall to the Colts and enjoyed a Hall 
of Fame career; Ryan Leaf was selected next by 
the Chargers, and became one of the biggest busts 
ever. 

“I say it over and over that we miss on the person 
more than we miss on the player,” Keim said. “[All 
top players] have a skill set. The two hardest things 
to read are the heart and the mind. When you’re 
evaluating guys on tape you see all those skills, you 
get excited about it, and we all get enamored this 
time of year. In the fall we fall in love with them, 
and in the spring we confuse ourselves because we 
get enamored with the three-cone (drill) and the 
Wonderlic. All those different factors that play into 
it, you have to find out: Does he love it? And that is 
the biggest challenge in this process.” 

The measurables are the easy part. How fast they 
run, how much they bench press, how well they 
react. But general managers and coaches need to be 
mindful of what they see on film as much as any¬ 
thing. Trusting your instincts is paramount. 

“There’s always the height, weight, speed measur¬ 
able component, and that’s really important,” said 
Raiders GM Mike Mayock, the former NFL Net¬ 
work draft expert. But beneath it all, Mayock said, 
“We’re just trying to figure the kid out. What makes 
the kid tick is more important than anything.” 

There will be plenty of hits in the days ahead, 
when a draft considered deep at several positions 
— especially on defense — will unfold in Nashville. 
Unfortunately for many NFL teams, there will be 
many costly misses. 


Briefly 

Jays' Shoemaker 
out with torn ACL 


Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif — Matt 
Shoemaker had to choke back 
tears after tests revealed a torn 
ACL in his left knee Sunday, cut¬ 
ting short yet another promising 
season for Toronto’s oft-injured 
right-hander. 

Standing in the clubhouse fol¬ 
lowing a 5-4 win over the Oakland 
Athletics on Sunday, Shoemaker’s 
voice quavered and he paused a 
few times while discussing the in¬ 
jury. At one point he was asked if 
he needed time to compose him¬ 
self but declined. 

“You can’t put words to it,” 
Shoemaker said. “Extremely frus¬ 
trated but at the same time I just 
have to stay positive. I know I’m 
really upset right now, I just got 
the news. But stay positive, keep 
fighting, get this thing right and 
be back when it’s ready to go.” 

Shoemaker was hurt at the 
end of a rundown Saturday, and 
Toronto announced the diagno¬ 
sis and placed him on the 10-day 
injured list a day later. He will 
undergo surgery but no date has 
been set. 

The 32-year-old is 3-0 with a 
1.57 ERA in five starts after sign¬ 
ing a $3.5 million, one-year deal 
with Toronto in December. He 
was limited to seven starts last 
year with the Angels because of 
a strained right forearm. In 2016, 
he sustained a skull fracture 
when he was hit in the head by a 
line drive, and he’s had lingering 
forearm trouble for a while. 

“He was one of the best pitchers 
in baseball for the first month,” 
manager Charlie Montoyo said. 
“I feel bad for him. I feel bad for 
all of us, worse for him because he 
was doing so great.” 

Shoemaker’s latest injury oc¬ 
curred while he was chasing 
Oakland’s Matt Chapman in the 
third inning. Shoemaker applied 
the tag and spun around to avoid 
contact. The injury happened as 
he twirled. 

Shoemaker hopped around 
before falling to the ground as a 
team trainer rushed out. He was 
down for several moments and sat 
with his head in his hands before 
being helped to his feet and off the 
field. 

“I was really hoping for a knee 
sprain,” Shoemaker said. “I knew 
what I felt. It didn’t feel right, 
but I was just hoping for a knee 
sprain.” 

Blue Jays first baseman Jus¬ 
tin Smoak called it a big loss for 
a team that just completed a 6-1 
road trip. 

“He’s been awesome and he’s 
pitched well so far,” Smoak said. 
“It’s a freaky thing. It’s tough for 
him, tough for us.” 

Before Sunday’s game. Shoe¬ 
maker walked slowly through the 
clubhouse with the aid of a single 
crutch. He didn’t need it when 
talking to reporters but had a no¬ 
ticeable limp. 


Although it’s admittedly dif¬ 
ficult, Shoemaker said the key to 
his recovery will be keeping an 
optimistic outlook. 

“The biggest thing is that it’s 
frustrating,” Shoemaker said. “I 
can deal with this stuff. I know 
I seem pretty upset right now, 
which I am. But I’ve had bumps 
in the road before and I’m just 
going to fight through it. That’s 
just who I am. It’s just really up¬ 
setting right now.” 

Pan wins RBC after 
Johnson melts down 

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C. 
— C.T. Pan took advantage of 
Dustin Johnson’s back-nine melt¬ 
down to win the RBC Heritage 
for his first PGA Tour victory. 

The 27-year-old Pan, from Tai¬ 
wan, closed with a 4-under 67 on 
Sunday at Harbour Town Golf 
Links for a one-stroke victory 
over Matt Kuchar. Pan finished 
at 12-under 272. 

The top-ranked Johnson, the 
third-round leader in his home- 
state event, had a 77 to tie for 28th 
at 4 under. He played a five-hole 
stretch in 7 over, making bogeys 
on Nos. 11-13 and double bogeys 
on Nos. 14-15. 

Pan took the lead for good with 
a 9-foot birdie putt on the par-4 
16th. 

Kuchar closed with a 67. 

Patrick Cantlay, Scott Piercy 
and Shane Lowry tied for third at 
10 under. Cantlay and Piercy shot 
69, and Lowry had a 70. 

Pan headed to the practice 
range after the round to keep 
ready in case of a playoff, then 
raised his arms in triumph 
when told he’d won. He earned 
$1,242,000, a PGA Tour exemp¬ 
tion through 2020-21 and spots in 
next month’s PGA Championship 
and next year’s Masters. He’s the 
RBC Heritage’s fourth straight 
first-time winner. 

McCarron wins again 
at TPC Sugarloaf 

DULUTH, Ga. — Scott Mc¬ 
Carron completed a wire-to-wire 
victory in the Mitsubishi Electric 
Classic for his third victory at 
TPC Sugarloaf 

The winner of the PGA Tour 
defunct BellSouth Classic at the 
course in 1997 and 2001, McCar¬ 
ron closed with a 1-under 72 for 
a two-stroke victory over Jerry 
Kelly, Joe Durant, Kirk Triplett 
and Kent Jones in the PGA Tour 
Champions event. 

The 53-year-old McCarron fin¬ 
ished at 7-under 209 for his ninth 
victory on the 50-and-over tour. 

McCarron earned $270,000 
and took the lead in the Charles 
Schwab Cup points race. 

Kelly birdied the final two 
holes for a 67. Durant, Triplett 
and Jones shot 69. 
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NBA PLAYOFFS 


Celtics eliminate Pacers 


Boston completes first sweep in 
eight years with Game 4 victory 

By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS—Gordon Hayward and Marcus 
Morris took care of some housecleaning Sunday. 

They dusted off their three-point shooting touch 
in time to help the Boston Celtics complete a clean 
sweep. 

Hayward scored 20 points, Morris added 18 and 
the duo combined for five threes over the final SVi 
minutes to give Boston a 110-106 victory and its first 
4-0 series victory in eight years. 

“I knew there was going to be a spark off the 
bench. [On Sunday] and that person was Gordon 
Hayward,” All-Star guard Kyrie Irving said. “This 
is his city. I’m glad he had a 
^ chance to put on a performance 

I Th©y like that in a closeout game.” 

I * u * • ^ sweep for a 

I sot nOta " franchise with a league-record 
Thaddeus 17 titles? 

Young Since 1986-87, the Celtics had 
Pacers forward, ^one jt just once - in the first 
^ round against the New York 
on the Celtics ^nd between the Celt¬ 

ics’ title-clinching sweep over 
the Minneapolis Lakers in 1958-59 and their per¬ 
fect run through the 1985-86 Eastern Conference 
finals against Milwaukee, the Celtics achieved it 
just twice — in 1979 against Houston and in 1980 
against Chicago. 

So when coach Brad Stevens was asked Saturday 
about how he’d react if his players earned some time 
off, Stevens said he wasn’t sure. 

Now, last year’s Eastern Conference runner-ups 
can start a new to-do list with a potential matchup 
looming against the top-seeded Bucks. 

“It’s going to take everything we have,” Hayward 
said. “That’s why it’s good we finished this series. We 
can rest up, prepare, and have some extra time.” 

Clearly, the Celtics played better than a No. 4 seed 
in this series. 

They won the first three games on the strength of 
a suffocating second-half defense that twice limited 
the Pacers 12-point quarters and once to eight. This 
time, they finished the job by grinding it out behind 



Michael Conroy/AP 


Boston forward Gordon Hayward, right, drives past 
Indiana Pacers center Myles Turner during Game 
4 of their first-round playoff series in Indianapolis 
on Sunday. Hayward scored 20 points in the 
Celtics’ 110-106 victory. 


a group of polished veterans. 

Bojan Bogdanovic scored 22 points and Tyreke 
Evans scored a playoff career-high 21 as the Pacers 
got swept for the second time in three years — the 
only two times it has happened in franchise history. 

“They got hot,” Pacers forward Thaddeus Young 
said. “They started making shots and we stopped 
making shots. That’s one of the biggest thing that’s 
haunted us through this whole series.” 


Leonard leads Raptors past Magic 



John Raoux/AP 


The Raptors’ Kawhi Leonard, right, drives to the basket against the 
Magic’s Aaron Gordon on Sunday in Orlando, Fla. Leonard scored 
34 points as Toronto beat the Magic 107-85 to take a 3-1 lead in 
their Eastern Conference first-round series. 


By Tim Reynolds 
Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Kawhi 
Leonard missed the NBA playoffs 
last season, in multiple ways. 

He wasn’t playing the games. 

He wasn’t feeling the games, 
either. 

That’s not a problem this sea¬ 
son for the 2014 NBA Finals 
MVP. Healthy and happy, Leon¬ 
ard has the Toronto Raptors one 
win away from the second round. 
He scored 34 points and the Rap¬ 
tors beat the Orlando Magic 107- 
85 on Sunday night to take a 3-1 
lead in their Eastern Conference 
first-round series. 

“You just want to be out there 
on the floor, with your teammates 
and just feel that team spirit and 
chemistry, just trying to focus on 
one goal,” said Leonard, who was 
out for almost all of last season, 
his last with San Antonio before 
an offseason trade to Toronto. 
“That’s something I was missing, 
just being out, sitting out. That’s 
why it’s a blessing this year just to 
be able to play and be on the floor, 
regardless of what the outcome 
is.” 


Pascal Siakam and Norman 
Powell each scored 16 for the 
Raptors, who can advance with a 
home win in Game 5 on Tuesday. 


Toronto has now won three con¬ 
secutive postseason games, only 
the third time that’s happened in 
franchise history. 



Alonzo Adams/AP 


Trail Blazers guard Damian Lillard, right, goes to the basket as 
Thunder center Steven Adams deifends Sunday in Oklahoma City. 


Lillard’s big third lifts 
Blazers over Thunder 


By Cliff Brunt 

Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — Russell 
Westbrook went cold just when 
Dame Time hit in the third quar¬ 
ter again. 

Now time’s almost up for the 
Oklahoma City Thunder. 

Damian Lillard scored 15 of 
his 24 points in the third quarter, 
and the Portland Trail Blazers 
held Westbrook without a basket 
in the second half in beating the 
Thunder 111-98 on Sunday night 
to take a 3-1 lead in their series. 

Lillard had another big third 
quarter after scoring 25 points in 
the period in a Game 3 loss Fri¬ 
day. In this game, the All-Star 
point guard was 5-for-7 in the 
third to help Portland take con¬ 
trol for good. 

“I didn’t feel the need to get 
overly aggressive in the first half, 
once I saw how the game was 
going,” he said. “But then in the 
third, I felt like that was the time 
when we needed to hit the gas.” 

Lillard made his first basket 
with 1:14 left in the first half after 
missing his first six shots, but 
he had seven assists before the 
break. 

“We’ve kind of come to expect 
it,” Portland coach Terry Stotts 
said. “He manages the game. He 
senses the moment when we need 
him to do different things. He’s an 
ultimate competitor. He is going 
to give it his all.” 

C. J. McCollum scored 27 points, 
Al-Farouq Aminu had 19 points 
and nine rebounds, and Maurice 
Harkless added 15 points and 10 
rebounds for the Trail Blazers. 


Portland can close out the se¬ 
ries Tuesday at home. 

Paul George had 32 points 
and 10 rebounds for Oklahoma 
City. Dennis Schroder added 17 
points. 

Westbrook scored 14 points on 
5-for-21 shooting. He missed his 
final 10 shots and was O-for-7 with 
one point in the second half 

“Sometimes you have nights 
like that,” he said. “That happens 
sometimes. But it just wasn’t good 
enough for us to get the win.” 

George missed most of the sec¬ 
ond quarter with three fouls, but 
the Thunder hung tough and led 
for much of the period. Lillard hit 
a three-pointer in the final min¬ 
ute to give Portland the lead, then 
Aminu hit a three with 3.9 sec¬ 
onds left as the Trail Blazers took 
a 50-46 edge into the break. 

Lillard hit deep back-to-back 
threes 27 seconds apart to give 
Portland a 66-54 lead. The Trail 
Blazers stretched the lead to 
19 in the third before the Thun¬ 
der closed the gap. George hit a 
three-pointer from the comer in 
the closing seconds to cut Port¬ 
land’s lead to 79-68. 

A three-pointer by Schroder 
pulled Oklahoma City within 97- 
87 with 3:35 remaining, but the 
Trail Blazers maintained control. 

Now, the Thunder will try to 
fight off elimination. 

“Honestly, regardless of what 
the series is, it’s always one game 
at a time,” George said. “You 
play one game. You leave every¬ 
thing in one game and go to the 
next one. It makes no difference 
when you’re down 3-1 — you’ve 
got to take it one game at a time, 
regardless.” 
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NBA PLAYOFFS 


Scoreboard 


First round 


(Best-of-7; x-if necessary) 
Eastern Conference 
Milwaukee 3, Detroit 0 

Milwaukee 121, Detroit 86 
Milwaukee 120, Detroit 99 
Milwaukee 119, Detroit 103 
Monday: at Detroit 
x-Wednesday: at Milwaukee 
x-Friday: at Detroit 
x-Sunday, Aprii 28: at Milwaukee 
Toronto 3, Oriando 1 
Orlando 104, Toronto 101 
Toronto 111, Orlando 82 
Toronto 98, Orlando 93 
Sunday: Toronto 107, Orlando 85 
Tuesday: at Toronto 
x-Thursday: at Orlando 
x-Saturday: at Toronto 

Phiiadeiphia 3, Brooklyn 1 
Brooklyn 111, Philadelphia 102 
Philadelphia 145, Brooklyn 123 
Philadelphia 131, Brooklyn 115 
Philadelphia 112, Brooklyn 108 
Tuesday: at Philadelphia. AFN-Sports: 
2 a.m. Wednesday, CET; 9 a.m. Wednes¬ 
day, JKT. 

x-Thursday: at Brooklyn 
x-Saturday: at Philadelphia 
Boston 4, Indiana 0 
Boston 84, Indiana 74 
Boston 99, Indiana 91 
Boston 104, Indiana 96 
Sunday: Boston 110, Indiana 106 
Western Conference 
Goiden State 3, L.A. Clippers 1 
Golden State 121, L.A. Clippers 104 
L.A. Clippers 135, Golden State 131 
Golden State 132, L.A. Clippers 105 
Sunday: Golden State 113, L.A. Clip¬ 
pers 105 

Wednesday: at Golden State. AFN- 
Sports: 4:30 a.ni. Thursday, CET; 11:30 
a.m. JKT. 

x-Friday: at L.A. Clippers 
x-Sunday, April 28: at Golden State 
San Antonio 2, Denver 2 
San Antonio 101, Denver 96 
Denver 114, San Antonio 105 
San Antonio 118, Denver 108 
Denver 117, San Antonio 103 
Tuesday: at Denver. AFN-Sports: 4:30 
a.m. Wednesday, CET; 11:30 a.m. JKT 
Thursday: at San Antonio 
x-Saturday: at Denver 

Portland 3, Oklahoma City 1 
Portland 104, Oklahoma City 99 
Portland 114, Oklahoma City 94 
Oklahoma City 120, Portland 108 
Sunday: Portland 111, Oklahoma City 
98 

Tuesday: at Portland 
x-Thursday: at Oklahoma City 
x-Saturday: at Portland, 

Houston 3, Utah 0 
Houston 122, Utah 90 
Houston 118, Utah 98 
Houston 104, Utah 101 
Monday: at Utah 
x-Wednesday: at Houston 
x-Friday: at Utah 
x-Sunday, April 28: at Houston 

Sunday 

Celtics 110, Pacers 106 

BOSTON - Tatum 4-10 9-12 18, Horford 
4-19 5-6 14, Baynes 1-1 0-0 2, Irving 4-13 6- 
7 14, Brown 5-9 1-2 13, Hayward 7-9 3-3 20, 
Theis 0-0 0-0 0, Morris 7-11 2-2 18, Rozier 
4-6 1-2 11. Totals 36-78 27-34 110. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 6-14 9-10 22, 
Young 4-9 0-0 9, Turner 5-12 3-4 13, Col- 
lison 5-13 6-6 19, Matthews 1-7 0-0 3, Sa- 
bonis 6-9 2-4 14, Joseph 2-5 0-0 5, Holiday 
0-1 0-0 0, Evans 7-18 4-4 21. Totals 36-88 
24-28 106. 

Boston 21 26 26 37-110 

Indiana 23 26 23 34-106 

Three-point goals—Boston 11-28 (Hay¬ 
ward 3-3, Rozier 2-4, Morris 2-4, Brown 

2-4, Tatum 1-3, Horford 1-6, Irving 0-4), 
Indiana 10-28 (Collison 3-6, Evans 3-7, 
Joseph 1-2, Young 1-2, Bogdanovic 1-3, 
Matthews 1-5, Sabonis 0-1, Turner 0-2). 
Fouled Out—Sabonis. Rebounds—Bos¬ 
ton 43 (Horford 12), Indiana 43 (Young 9). 
Assists—Boston 18 (Irving 7), Indiana 18 
(Collison 5). Total Fouls-Boston 23, Indi¬ 
ana 25. A-17,923 (20,000). 


Trail Blazers 111, Thunder 98 

PORTLAND - Harkless 5-13 4-4 15, 
Aminu 7-16 1-119, Kanter 2-4 4-4 8, Lillard 
7-19 6-6 24, McCollum 10-20 2-2 27, Lay¬ 
man 1-1 0-0 2, Leonard 1-3 0-0 2, Collins 

3- 5 3-4 10, Curry 0-3 0-0 0, Turner 0-2 0-0 
0, Simons 0-0 0-0 0, Hood 1-4 2-2 4. Totals 
37-90 22-23 111. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 8-21 12- 
14 32, Grant 4-10 0-0 11, Adams 3-6 0-0 6, 
Westbrook 5-21 2-4 14, Ferguson 1-7 0-0 3, 
Nader 1-1 0-0 2, Noel 1-3 0-0 2, Morris 1-2 
0-0 3, Burton 0-10-0 0, Felton 3-4 0-0 8, Sch¬ 
roder 6-12 3-4 17. Totals 33-88 17-22 98. 
Portland 26 24 29 32-111 

Oklahoma City 24 22 22 30- 98 

Three-point goals—Portland 15-35 
(McCollum 5-9, Lillard 4-8, Aminu 4-9, 
Collins 1-1, Harkless 1-4, Leonard 0-2, 
Hood 0-2), Oklahoma City 15-40 (George 

4- 10, Grant 3-5, Felton 2-3, Schroder 2-6, 
Westbrook 2-7, Morris 1-2, Ferguson 1- 
6, Burton 0-1). Rebounds—Portland 49 
(Kanter, Harkless 10), Oklahoma City 44 
(George 10). Assists—Portland 16 (Lillard 
8), Oklahoma City 23 (Westbrook 7). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Portland 22, Oklahoma City 22. 
Technicals—Portland coach Trail Blazers 
(Defensive three second), Oklahoma City 
coach Thunder (Defensive three second), 
Oklahoma City coach Billy Donovan. A— 
18,203 (18,203). 

Raptors 107, Magic 85 

TORONTO - Leonard 12-20 8-9 34, 
Siakam 7-14 0-0 16, Gasol 1-3 0-0 2, Lowry 
3-8 1-2 9, Green 3-8 0-0 8, Powell 7-9 1-1 
16, Miller 0-0 0-0 0, Ibaka 5-6 2-2 13, More¬ 
land 0-0 0-0 0, VanVIeet 2-5 4-4 9, Lin 0-1 
0-0 0, McCaw 0-0 0-0 0, Meeks 0-1 0-0 0. 
Totals 40-75 16-18 107. 

ORLANDO - Isaac 0-4 0-0 0, Gordon 
10-17 3-3 25, Vucevic 5-14 1-2 11, Augus¬ 
tin 3-6 1-1 8, Fournier 8-16 1-2 19, Frazier 
Jr. 0-0 1-2 1, Iwundu 1-4 0-0 2, Martin 2-5 
0-0 5, Birch 2-2 1-1 5, Carter-Williams 2-4 
0-0 4, Ross 1-5 2-2 5, Grant 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 
34-81 10-13 85. 

Toronto 28 30 24 25-107 

Orlando 26 16 28 15- 85 

Three-pointgoals—Toronto ll-28(Low- 
ry 2-5, Leonard 2-5, Siakam 2-6, Green 2-6, 
VanVIeet 1-2, Ibaka 1-2, Powell 1-2), Or¬ 
lando 7-33 (Gordon 2-6, Fournier 2-8, Au¬ 
gustin 1-3, Ross 1-4, Martin 1-4, Iwundu 0- 
1, Carter-Williams 0-1, Vucevic 0-2, Grant 
0-4). Rebounds—Toronto 45 (Ibaka 8), 
Orlando 34 (Gordon 7). Assists—Toronto 
23 (Lowry 9), Orlando 20 (Gordon 5). Total 
Fouls—Toronto 20, Orlando 19. Techni¬ 
cals—Toronto coach Raptors (Defensive 
three second). A-19,087 (18,846). 

Warriors 113, Ciippers 105 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 12-21 6-6 33, 
D.Green 4-11 2-4 10, Bogut 4-7 0-0 8, Curry 
3-14 5-5 12, Thompson 12-20 2-2 32, McK- 
innie 2-3 0-0 4, Looney 1-2 0-0 2, Livings¬ 
ton 0-1 2-2 2, Iguodala 4-10 0-0 10. Totals 
42-89 17-19 113. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Beverley 4-9 1-2 12, 
Gallinari 5-20 5-6 16, J.Green 1-2 3-4 6, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 9-15 4-4 25, Shamet 3-6 
0-0 9, Harrell 5-8 0-0 10, Chandler 2-6 2-2 6, 
Robinson 2-3 2-2 7, Williams 2-10 7-10 12, 
Temple 1-1 0-2 2. Totals 34-80 24-32 105. 
Golden State 32 30 25 26-113 

L.A. Clippers 22 32 30 21-105 

Three-point goals—Golden State 12- 
31 (Thompson 6-9, Durant 3-6, Iguodala 

2- 4, Curry 1-9, McKinnie 0-1, D.Green 0-2), 
L.A. Clippers 13-31 (Gilgeous-Alexander 

3- 5, Beverley 3-5, Shamet 3-6, Robinson 
1-1, J.Green 1-1, Williams 1-4, Gallinari 
1-5, Harrell 0-1, Chandler 0-3). Fouled 
Out—Bogut. Rebounds—Golden State 49 
(Curry, Bogut 10), L.A. Clippers 33 (Bever¬ 
ley 10). Assists—Golden State 27 (Curry 
7), L.A. Clippers 22 (Beverley 5). Total 
Fouls—Golden State 27, L.A. Clippers 21. 
Technicals—L.A. Clippers coach Clip¬ 
pers (Defensive three second). A—19,068 
(18,997). 


Away: Road teams enjoying 
surprising postseason success 


FROM BACK PAGE 

On Saturday, it was Philadel¬ 
phia over Brooklyn, Denver over 
San Antonio, Houston over Utah 
and Milwaukee over Detroit. 

The Nuggets’ win in San An¬ 
tonio was their first since 2012. 
Denver had lost three straight 
postseason games in San Antonio 
dating to their last playoff match¬ 
up in 2007 and had also lost 13 
straight regular-season games on 
the road to the Spurs. 

“It’s an unbelievable win,” said 
Paul Millsap, one of the few Nug¬ 
gets with previous postseason ex¬ 


perience. “I can’t put into words 
the magnitude of this win.” 

Through 30 games of this 
year’s playoffs, road teams are 
16-14. Home teams went 3-0 on 
Wednesday, and went 2-12 in the 
four days that followed. Since 
the NBA went to the 16-team 
playoff format in 1984, there has 
never been a first round where 
road teams won more than home 
teams. 

Home teams won 71 percent 
of playoff games last season, the 
NBA’s highest such clip since 
2008. 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Warriors forward Kevin Durant, top, dunks as Clippers guard Landry Shamet defends during the second 
half Sunday in Game 4 of their first-round playoff series in Los Angeles. 


Durant, Thompson help 
Warriors take 3-1 lead 


^We let go in Game 2 and we won’t do that 
the rest of the playoffs. I really believe that. ’ 

Klay Thompson 

Golden State Warriors guard 


By Beth Harris 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A little 
scoreboard watching inspired 
Klay Thompson and Golden State. 
Seeing Houston up 3-0 on Utah 
combined with having dropped 
a game at home, the Warriors got 
back to business. 

Kevin Durant scored 33 points 
and Thompson added 32 in a 113- 
105 victory over the Los Angeles 
Clippers on Sunday that gave the 
Warriors a commanding 3-1 lead 
in their first-round playoff series. 

“We came in with that mindset 
to put our foot on the throttle and 
not let go,” Thompson said. “We 
let go in Game 2 and we won’t do 
that the rest of the playoffs. I re¬ 
ally believe that.” 

After a quiet 12 points in Game 
3, Thompson broke out for 27 
points by halftime, when Durant 
had 19. 

“In the first quarter, we really 
didn’t need to do anything spe¬ 
cial. Klay was just amazing. K.D. 
was consistent the whole game,” 
Stephen Curry said. “For us, ob¬ 
viously with the threats we have 
out there, it is just a matter of try¬ 
ing to be as patient as possible.” 

Curry’s patience was tried as 


he missed his first six shots and 
was in foul trouble for the second 
straight game before finishing 
with 12 points. Andrew Bogut 
fouled out with 5:50 remaining in 
the game with eight points and 10 
rebounds. 

Game 5 is Wednesday in Oak¬ 
land, when the two-time defend¬ 
ing champions could close out the 
series. 

The Warriors were 17 of 19 
from the free throw line. They 
controlled the boards, 49-33, led 
by Curry and Bogut with 10 re¬ 
bounds apiece. 

“The rebounding really hurt 
us again,” Clippers coach Doc 
Rivers said. “Right now they are 
crushing us on the glass.” 

Coming off a 27-point loss in 
Game 3, the Clippers played 
tougher defensively and hung in 
after trailing by 11 in the second 
quarter. 

They outscored Golden State 
30-25 in the third when they ral¬ 


lied to take a five-point lead. But 
Curry scored seven of the War¬ 
riors’ final 10 points to send them 
into the fourth ahead 87-84. 

“This team was just looking 
for a crack,” Durant said of the 
Clippers. “They don’t stop. Even 
when you go home after the game 
you’re going to be thinking of 
them because they’re tough.” 

The Clippers narrowed it to 87- 
86 early in the fourth, but Thomp¬ 
son sank his sixth three-pointer 
and the Clippers never got close 
the rest of the way. 

Rookie Shai Gilgeous-Alex¬ 
ander led the Clippers with a 
career-high 25 points. Danilo 
Gallinari added 16 points but was 
just 5-for-20 from the floor. Pat¬ 
rick Beverley had 12 points and 
10 rebounds. 

“He played with no fear,” Du¬ 
rant said of Gilgeous-Alexander, 
“and that’s what kept them in the 
game most of the game.” 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pc 

Tampa Bay 14 8 

New York 11 10 

Toronto 11 12 

Boston 9 13 

Baltimore 8 15 

Central Division 
Minnesota 12 7 

Cleveland 12 9 

Detroit 10 10 

Chicago 8 12 

Kansas City 7 15 

West Division 
Seattle 16 9 

Houston 13 8 

Texas 12 8 

Oakland 11 13 

Los Angeles 9 13 


500 2y2 


391 5V2 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Philadelphia 12 9 -571 - 

Atlanta 11 10 

New York 11 10 

Washington 10 10 

Miami 6 16 

Central Division 
Pittsburgh 12 7 

St. Louis 12 9 

Milwaukee 13 10 

Chicago 10 10 

Cincinnati 8 13 

West Division 
Los Angeles 15 9 

San Diego 12 11 

Arizona 11 11 

Colorado 9 13 

San Francisco 9 14 

Sunday’s games 
Minnesota 4, Baltimore 3 
N.Y. Yankees 7, Kansas City 6, 10 in¬ 
nings 

Detroit 4, Chicago White Sox 3 
Boston 4, Tampa Bay 3,11 innings 
Texas 11, Houston 10 

L.A. Angels 8, Seattle 6 
Toronto 5, Oakland 4 
Atlanta 11, Cleveland 5 
Washington 5, Miami 0 
San Francisco 3, Pittsburgh 2 
L.A. Dodgers 6, Milwaukee 5 
St. Louis 6, N.Y. Mets 4 
Chicago Cubs 2, Arizona 1 
Colorado 4, Philadelphia 1 
San Diego 4, Cincinnati 3 
Monday’s games 
Chicago White Sox at Baltimore 
Detroit at Boston 
Kansas City at Tampa Bay 
Minnesota at Houston 
N.Y. Yankees at L.A. Angels 
Texas at Oakland 
Arizona at Pittsburgh 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets 
Milwaukee at St. Louis 
Washington at Colorado 

Tuesday’s games 

Miami (Lopez 1-3) at Cleveland 
(Carrasco 2-2) 

Chicago White Sox (Nova 0-2) at Balti¬ 
more (Cashner 3-1) 

San Francisco (Samardzija 1-1) at To¬ 
ronto (Thornton 0-2) 

Detroit (Turnbull 0-2) at Boston (TBD) 
Kansas City (Bailey 2-1) at Tampa Bay 
(TBD) 

Minnesota (Pineda 2-1) at Houston 
(Miley 1-2) 

N.Y. Yankees (German 3-1) at L.A. An¬ 
gels (Stratton 0-1) 

Texas (Lynn 2-1) at Oakland (Montas 


3-1) 

Seattle (Swanson 0-1) at San Diego 
(Margevicius 1-2) 

Atlanta (Gausman 1-1) at Cincinnati 
(Gray 0-3) 

Arizona (Weaver 1-1) at Pittsburgh 
(Williams 1-0) 

Philadelphia (Efiin 2-2) at N.Y. Mets 
(Wheeler 1-2) 

Milwaukee (Davies 2-0) at St. Louis 
(Wacha 1-0) 

L.A. Dodgers (Maeda 3-1) at Chicago 
Cubs (Quintana 2-1) 

Washington (Corbin 1-0) at Colorado 
(Freeland 2-3) 

Sunday 

Angels 8, Mariners 6 

Seattle Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Haniger rf 5 2 2 2 K.CIhun rf 5 0 11 

Do.SntnIf 4 0 2 1 Trout cf 3 12 0 

Encrnco lb 5 0 0 0 Bourjs pr-cf 0 0 0 0 

Vgibachdh 4 0 0 0 Bourlb 5 0 11 

Healy3b 3 12 0 Simmnsss 4 0 11 

T.Mrphyc 4 12 2 Goodwin If 2 2 11 

D.Grdon2b 4 12 1 K.Smith c 4 12 2 

D.Mooress 2 0 0 0 LStlladh 3 2 2 2 

Bruce ph 0 0 0 0 CozartSb 4 0 0 0 

T.Bckhmpr-ssl 0 0 0 Fltcher2b 4 2 10 
M.Smithcf 3 10 0 

Totals 35 610 6 Totals 34 811 8 

Seattle 001 000 005-6 

Los Angeles 020 101 22x-8 

E-T.Murphy (1). DP-Seattle 2, Los 
Angeles 1. LOB-Seattle 6, Los Angeles 
7. 2B-Haniger (10), Healy (10), T.Murphy 
(3), D.Gordon (2), K.Calhoun (4), Trout 
2 (4), Simmons (8). HR-Haniger (7), 
T.Murphy (2), D.Gordon (2), GoocTwin (3), 
K.Smith (1), La Stella 2 (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Seattle 

Leake L,2-2 6 6 4 4 2 4 

Armstrong 1 3 2 2 1 0 

Alaniz 1 2 2 112 

Los Angeles 

Robles 1 0 0 0 0 1 

BarriaW,2-l 5 4 110 3 

Buttrey H,5 1 2 0 0 1 0 

Ramirez 1^3 3 4 4 1 3 

Allen 0 11110 

Garcia S,l-1 Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

C.AIIen pitched to 2 batters in the 9th 
HBP-by Barria (Healy), by Leake (La 
Stella). WP-Allen. T-2:51. A-34,155 
(45,050). 


Rangers 11, Astros 10 

Houston Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngerdh 4 111 Choorf 3 3 10 

BregmanSb 3 2 2 1 Da.Sntn2b 3 10 0 

Brntleylf 4 112 Andrus ss 4 2 2 2 

Correa ss 5 111 Gallo If 3 12 5 

Gurriellb 4 10 0 Pence dh 3 113 

Mrsnickpr 0 0 0 0 Frsythe lb 4 111 

Reddick rf 4 2 3 1 Wisdom 3b 3 0 0 0 

A. Diaz2b 4 112 Mathis c 4 12 0 

Altuveph 0 0 0 1 DSheldscf 4 110 

R.Chrnsc 4 12 1 

T.Kempcf 4 0 0 0 

Totals 36101110 Totals 31111011 
Houston 001 005 022-10 

Texas 304 301 OOx-11 

E-Choo (2), R.Chirinos (2). DP-Hous- 
ton 1, Texas 1. LOB—Houston 7, Texas 4. 
2B-R.Chirinos (6), Choo (9), Andrus 2 
(6). 3B-A.Diaz (1), Gallo (1). HR-Spring- 
er (7), Bregman (4), Brantley (3), Correa 

(3), Reddick (2), Pence (2), Forsythe (1). 
SF-Brantley (1), R.Chirinos (2), Gallo (1), 
Pence (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

McHugh L,3-2 3'/3 8 10 9 1 1 

Valdez 2'/3 1 113 3 

Harris V/i 1 0 0 0 2 

Pressly 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Texas 

Miller W,1-1 5'/3 5 4 3 2 3 

Springs % 2 2 2 0 1 

Martin V/i 2 2 2 0 0 

Martin H,4 % 1 0 0 0 0 

Leclerc H,1 % 1 2 2 4 1 

Kelley S,l-2 '/3 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by McHugh (Andrus). WP- 
Leclerc. T-3:16. A-26,225 (49,115). 

Red Sox 4, Rays 3 (11) 

Boston Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Bnntndi If 6 0 2 0 Y.Diaz lb 4 0 2 0 

Betts rf 4 12 0 Pham If 5 111 

Mrelandlb 2 111 Dan.RbrSb 3 0 12 

Pearce ph-lb 2 10 0 Av.Grci dh 5 0 0 0 

Mrtinezdh 3 0 10 Wendle2b 5 0 0 0 

Bgaertsss 5 0 12 Heredia rf 3 0 0 0 

DeversSb 3 110 Loweph-rf 2 0 0 0 

Chavis 2b 4 0 0 0 Krmaiercf 4 0 10 

Lin 2b 0 0 0 0 Adames SS 4 110 

BrdlyJcf 3 0 0 0 M.Perezc 4 110 

C.Vazqzc 4 0 0 1 

Totals 36 4 8 4 Totals 39 3 7 3 

Boston 000 102 000 01-4 

Tampa Bay 002 000 010 00—3 

DP—Boston 1, Tampa Bay 2. LOB—Bos¬ 
ton 9, Tampa Bay 6. 2B—Dan.Robertson 

(2) . HR-Moreland (7), Pham (4). SB-Ben- 
intendi (2), Martinez (1), Devers (3). CS— 
Devers (1). SF—C.Vazquez (1). S—Bradley 
Jr. (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Price 5 5 2 2 2 10 

Workman H,3 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Brewer H,1 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Barnes BS,2 1 11112 

Walden W,3-0 2 1 0 0 0 2 

Brasier S,6-7 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Tampa Bay 

Glasnow 5'/3 3 2 2 3 5 

Kolarek 0 0 1110 

Roe BS,2 ^3 1 0 0 2 0 

Stanek 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Pagan 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Castillo 2 10 0 15 

Alvarado L,0-2 1 11110 

Kolarek pitched to 1 batter in the 6th 
T-4:09. A-18,740 (42,735). 

Nationals 5, Marlins 0 

Washington Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Eaton rf 5 12 0 Grndrsn If 4 0 0 0 

V.Rblescf 4 0 10 Prado 3b 4 0 0 0 

Soto If 3 0 0 0 Bri.Andrf 3 0 10 

Kndrick3b 3 0 0 1 N.WIkerlb 2 0 10 

Zmmrmnlb 4 2 2 2 S.Cstro2b 3 0 0 0 

Suzuki c 4 12 0 Rojas SS 4 0 0 0 

B. Dzier2b 3 111 Wallachc 3 0 0 0 

Strsbrg p 2 0 0 0 Brinson cf 3 0 0 0 

M.Adams ph 1 0 0 0 Rchards p 2 0 0 0 

Brrcighp 0 0 0 0 J.Grcia p 0 0 0 0 

Dlittlep 0 0 0 0 R.Hrrraph 10 0 0 

Difoss 4 0 11 Kinleyp 0 0 0 0 

Chen p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 S 9 5 Totals 29 0 2 0 

Washington 000 101 102-5 

Miami 000 000 000-0 

E-Kendrick (2). DP-Washington 1, Mi¬ 
ami 1. LOB—Washington 5, Miami 6. 2B— 
Suzuki (1). HR—Zimmerman 2 (3), B.Dozier 

(3) . CS-Suzuki (1). SF-Kendrick (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

Strasburg W,2-l 8 2 0 0 2 11 

Barraclough ^3 0 0 0 2 2 

Doolittle '/3 0 0 0 0 0 

Miami 

Richards L,0-3 6'/3 6 3 3 2 7 

Garcia 1% 0 0 0 0 2 

Kinley '/3 2 2 2 1 1 

Chen % 1 0 0 0 1 

WP-Richards. T-2:45. A-7,412 

(36,742). 


Twins 

Minnesota 

ab r 

J.PIncoss 4 1 

Astdiloc 4 1 

Cruz dh 3 1 

E.Rsriolf 5 0 

C.Cronlb 3 0 

Caverf 4 0 

Schoop2b 4 0 

AdranzaSb 4 0 

Buxton cf 4 1 


4, Orioles 3 

Baltimore 


E—Smith Jr. (1), Adrianza (1). DP—Bal¬ 
timore 1. LOB—Minnesota 9, Baltimore 9. 
2B—J.Polanco (5), Astudillo (4), Buxton 
(12), Villar (4). SB-Villar 2 (6). SF-Astu- 
dillo (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Minnesota 

Gibson W,l-0 6 5 2 2 0 6 

May H,2 1 2 0 0 0 2 

HildenbergerH,4 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Rogers S,3-3 1 2 1111 


Giants 3, Pirates 2 

San Francisco Pittsburgh 

ab r h bi ab 

Duggarrf 5 110 C.Tckerss 


hbi 


Bundy L,0-3 6 7 4 2 1 4 

Phillips 2 1 0 0 2 1 

Givens 1 1 0 0 0 0 

May pitched to 2 batters in the 8th 
HBP-by Bundy (Cruz), by Rogers (Rick¬ 
ard). WP-Gibson. T-3:08. A-11,018 
(45,971). 

Braves 11, Indians 5 

Atlanta Cleveland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Albies2b 5 2 12 Lindorss 4 111 

Dnldson3b 4 3 3 4 Moroffss 10 0 0 
CIbrsn ph-lb 1 0 0 0 L.Mrtin cf 5 2 2 0 

F.Frmanlb 4 2 3 2 Ramirez 3b 3 0 0 0 

Cmrgo ph-3b 1 0 0 0 M.Frman 3b 1 0 0 0 

AcnJr.lf 5 0 2 0 C.Sntna lb 3 0 0 0 

Mrkakisrf 5 0 2 1 Gnzalezlf 2 0 10 

B.McCnnc 5 12 1 G.AIIen If 2 12 1 

D.Swnsnss 5 110 KipnisZb 5 0 2 1 

Joyce dh 4 110 R.Perezc 5 13 1 

Incarte cf 5 111 Bauersdh 4 0 10 

Naquin rf 4 0 0 0 

Totals 441116 11 Totals 39 512 4 
Atlanta 233 101 100-11 

Cleveland 000 000 212- 5 

E—Lindor (1), Ramirez (3), Inciarte 

(1) . LOB-Atlanta 10, Cleveland 11. 2B- 

F.Freeman (7), Markakis (6), B.McCann 

(2) , Joyce (2), Inciarte (3). HR-Donald- 
son 2 (4), Lindor (1), R.Perez (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Fried W,3-0 
Biddle 
Tomlin 

Cleveland 

BieberL,2-l 2'/3 5 7 5 1 3 

Olson % 2 110 1 

Anderson 2% 4 2 2 0 3 

Perez '/3 2 0 0 0 0 

Otero 1 2 112 0 

Cimber 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Plawecki 1 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP-by Bieber (Albies). WP—Ander¬ 
son. T-3:22. A-16,039 (35,225). 

Biue Jays 5, Athietics 4 

Toronto Oakland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Hanson 2b 5 111 Grssman If 4 10 0 
Galvisss 5 12 0 Semienss 4 2 2 1 

R.Urenass 0 0 0 0 M.Chpmn3bl 0 0 1 

Grichukef 5 0 11 K.Davisdh 3 0 2 1 

Smoaklb 5 14 2 Morales lb 4 0 0 0 

T.Hrnanlf 5 0 0 0 Pscotty rf 4 0 10 

Drury 3b 4 12 0 Profar2b 4 0 0 0 

Tellez dh 2 111 Lureanocf 2 110 
D.Jnsenc 3 0 10 Hundley c 2 0 10 

McKnneyrf 3 0 10 Pinderph 10 0 0 

Phegleyc 10 0 0 

Totals 37 5 13 5 Totals 30 4 7 3 
Toronto 002 001 200-5 

Oakland 000 100 030-4 

E—Buchter (1), Morales (1), 
T.Hernandez (3). DP—Toronto 2, Oakland 

1. LOB—Toronto 9, Oakland 6. 2B—Drury 

(4) , D.Jansen (3), Semien (7). HR—Smoak 

(5) . SB-Hanson (1), Galvis (2). SF-Tellez 
Q), M.Chapman Q). S—McKinney (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Toronto 

Sanchez 
Hudson W,l-1 
Biagini H,6 

GNes'^S,7-8 


l'/3 


r hbi 


Totals 35 

Minnesota 

Baltimore 


1 0 Villar ss 

1 2 Mancini rf 4 110 

0 0 SmthJrIf 3 0 12 

0 0 Mullins cf 10 0 0 

2 1 P.Svrno ph 10 0 0 

1 1 R.Nunezdh 3 0 0 0 

1 0 R.Ruiz3b 4 0 0 0 

2 0 Rickrdcf-lf 3 110 

1 0 C.Davis lb 4 0 0 0 

Sucre c 4 0 2 0 

Ri.Mrtn pr 0 0 0 0 
Alberto 2b 4 0 10 
9 4 Totals 36 3 9 3 
201 100 000-4 

002 000 001-3 


Parra If 4 0 10 Me.Cbrrrf 4 0 0 0 

Posey c 4 12 3 Moran 2b 3 0 0 0 

Belt lb 4 0 0 0 Bell lb 3 112 

Lngoria3b 4 0 10 Crvelli c 3 0 0 0 

B.Crwfrss 3 0 10 Kang 3b 4 0 0 0 

Pillar cf 4 0 10 B.RynIdcf 4 0 3 0 

PanikZb 3 0 0 0 J.Mrtin If 3 0 0 0 

D.Rdrig p 3 110 Archer p 10 0 0 

Morontap 0 0 0 0 Shuck ph 10 0 0 

Watson p 0 0 0 0 Ri.Rdri p 0 0 0 0 

Sndoval ph 10 10 Kela p 0 0 0 0 

W.Smithp 0 0 0 0 A.Frzerph 10 0 0 

Lirianop 0 0 0 0 

Kingham p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 35 3 9 3 Totals 31 2 5 2 

San Francisco 000 030 000—3 

Pittsburgh 000 200 000-2 

LOB—San Francisco 9, Pittsburgh 5. 
2B-Posey (6), Sandoval (7), C.Tucker (1), 
B.Reynolds (1). HR-Posey (1), Bell (4). 
CS—B.Crawford (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Francisco 

Rodriguez W,3-2 51^ 3 2 2 1 4 

MorontaH,5 I'A 1 0 0 12 

Watson H,6 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Smith S,5-5 1 10 0 10 


2 2 3 6 

0 0 10 

3 2 0 4 


5 6 3 3 2 2 

Rodriguez 1 10 0 11 

Kela 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Liriano 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Kingham 1 10 0 10 

WP-Rodriguez. T-2:47. A-12,396 

(38,362). 

Padres 4, Reds 3 

Cincinnati San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

PerazaZb 5 0 10 TtsJr.ss 4 0 10 

E.Sarez3b 4 111 Margot cf 4 110 

Puig rf 4 0 0 0 Machado 3b 4 110 

M.Kemp If 2 110 Myers If 4 12 2 

Schblercf 2 0 0 0 Hosmerlb 4 0 11 

Casalic-lb 3 0 10 F.Reyes rf 3 0 10 

J. lgissss 4 0 3 1 Stammen p 0 0 0 0 

Winker cf-lf 4 0 0 0 Yates p 0 0 0 0 

Wa.PrItp 0 0 0 0 KinslerZb 3 0 0 0 

K. Frmerlb 2 111 Hedges c 3 12 1 

Lrenzen p 0 0 0 0 Lcchesi p 2 0 0 0 

Detrich If 10 10 Wieck p 0 0 0 0 

Mahlep 2 0 0 0 Renfroe rf 10 0 0 

Brnhartph-c2 0 0 0 

Totals 35 3 9 3 Totals 32 4 9 4 
Cincinnati 010 000 200-3 

San Diego 004 000 OOx-4 

DP-San Diego 1. LOB-Cincinnati 7, 
San Diego 4. 2B—M.Kemp (2), Myers (4), 
Hosmer (4). HR—E.Suarez (5), K.Farmer 

(3), Hedges (3). CS-Tatis Jr. (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Anderson L,3-l 2% 4 2 2 1 2 

Petit l'/3 1 0 0 11 

Hendriks 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Buchter % 2 1001 

Wendelken V/i 2 2 2 0 3 

Soria 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Treinen 1 1 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Sanchez (Laureano). WP—Te- 
pera. T-3:19. A-16,015 (46,765). 

Cubs 2, Diamondbacks 1 

Arizona Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

J. Dysoncf 3 12 1 AlmrJrcf 4 0 0 0 

Flores lb 4 0 0 0 Bryant If 3 0 0 0 

D. PrIta If 4 0 0 0 Rizzo lb 3 12 0 

A.Jones rf 3 0 10 J.Baez ss 3 12 1 

E. Escbr3b 3 0 0 0 Cntrrasc 3 0 0 0 

K. Marte2b 2 0 0 0 Bote 3b 4 0 2 1 

Ahmed ss 3 0 0 0 ZobristZb 3 0 0 0 

C.Kellyc 3 0 0 0 Chtwoodp 2 0 0 0 

Ray p 2 0 0 0 Ryan p 0 0 0 0 

Y.Lopezp 0 0 0 0 Kntzlerp 0 0 0 0 

Chafinp 0 0 0 0 Dscalso ph 10 0 0 
I.Vrgasph 1 0 0 0 Cishekp 0 0 0 0 

A.Brdly p 0 0 0 0 Strop p 0 0 0 0 

Zagunisrf 2 0 0 0 

Heyward rf 1 0 0 0 

Totals 28 1 3 1 Totals 29 2 6 2 

Arizona 000 000 001-1 

Chicago 000 001 001-2 

E-A.Jones (2). DP-Chicago 2. LOB- 
Arizona 2, Chicago 7.2B—Rizzo (2), J.Baez 

(6). 3B-J.Baez (1). HR-J.Dyson (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Ray 6 41114 

Lopez 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Chafin 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Bradley L,l-2 0 2 1 0 0 0 

Chicago 

Chatwood 6 20023 

Ryan H,2 '/j 0 0 0 0 0 

KintzlerH,3 % 0 0 0 0 0 

Cishek H,2 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Strop W,1-1 BS,1 1 1110 2 

HBP-by Ray (Rizzo), by Bradley (Con¬ 
treras). T-2:28. A-38,181 (41,649). 


Mahle L,0-2 6 7 4 4 0 9 

Lorenzen 2 0 0 0 0 

Peralta 'AO 0 0 0 0 

San Diego 

Lucchesi W,3-2 51^ 5 112 8 

Wieck H,4 % 1 1 1 0 0 

Stammen H,8 1% 2 1 1 0 1 

Yates S,10-10 1 1 0 0 0 1 

T-2:50. A-25,932 (42,445). 

Cardinals 6, Mets 4 

New York St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Nimmolf 3 0 0 0 M.Crpnt3b 4 0 0 0 

J..Dvisph-3b 2 0 0 0 GIdschm lb 4 1 2 2 

P.AInso lb 4 12 1 Delong ss 4 0 10 

Cano 2b 4 12 1 Ozuna If 3 111 

Lagres ph-cf 1 0 0 0 J.Mrtin rf 3 2 10 

Cnfortorf 3 111 Jor.Hckp 0 0 0 0 

A.Rsrioss 4 0 10 Molina c 4 111 

McNI3b-lf-2b3 0 0 0 De.FwIrcf 3 0 11 
Broxton cf-lf 4 0 0 0 A.MIIer p 0 0 0 0 

d'Arnude 4 0 0 0 Gantp 0 0 0 0 

Syndrgrp 2 111 Mnozph-rf 10 0 0 

Do.Smthph 0 0 0 0 Wong 2b 4 111 

Gsllmanp 0 0 0 0 Dak.Hds p 2 0 0 0 

W.Ramosph 1 0 0 0 Brebbiap 0 0 0 0 

Thomas cf 2 0 0 0 

Totals 35 4 7 4 Totals 34 6 8 6 

New York 100 110 100-4 

St. Louis 032 100 OOx-6 

E—Dak.Hudson (1), A.Rosario 2 (5). 

LOB-New York 8, St. Louis 6. 2B-Ozuna 
(4), De.Fowler (5). HR-P.AIonso (8), Cano 
(3), Conforto (6), Syndergaard (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Syndergaard L,l-2 5 8 6 4 2 5 

Gsellman 3 0 0 0 0 1 

St. Louis 

Hudson W,l-1 5 5 3 3 2 5 

Brebbia H,3 % 0 0 0 0 2 

Miller H,4 1 11112 

Gant H,4 VA 0 0 0 0 1 

Hicks S,5-6 1 1 0 0 0 2 

HBP-by Brebbia (McNeil). T-3:07. 

A-42,765 (45,538). 


Dodgers 6, 

Los Angeles 

ab r h bi 

Pdersonlf 5 3 4 2 

P.Baezp 0 0 0 0 

K.Jnsenp 0 0 0 0 

Seagerss 5231 

J. Trner3b 4 0 0 0 

Blingerrf 4 13 3 
Muncy lb 4 0 0 0 

K. Hrnan2b 3 0 0 0 

Verdugocf 3 0 0 0 

A.Brnesc 4 0 0 0 

Kershaw p 3 0 0 0 

Alxnderp 0 0 0 0 

C.Tylorph-lf 10 0 0 


Milwaukee 


r hbi 


Los Angele 
Milwaukee 


Yel'ich^rf 2 0 0 0 

Braun If 4 110 
Grandal c 3 110 
Aguilrlb-3b4 0 0 0 
H.Perez2b 2 0 0 0 
Thmes ph-lb 1 113 
T.Shw3b-2b4 0 0 0 
Arciass 4 12 0 
Wodruffp 2 0 0 0 

Hartp 0 0 0 0 

Pinaph 0 0 0 0 

J.Brnes p 0 0 0 0 

Haderp 0 0 0 0 

Gamel ph 10 0 0 
Totals 32 5 6 5 

220 100 001-6 
000 020 030-5 


DP—Los Angeles 1. LOB—Los Angeles 
8, Milwaukee 5. 2B-Seager 2 (7). 3B-Ar- 
cia (1). HR-Pederson 2 (10), Bellinger 
(11), Cain (3), Thames (4). SB-Bellinger 

(4), Braun U), Grandal (2). CS—Bellinger 

(3) . 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Kershaw 6 2 2 2 4 7 

Alexander H,4 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Baez H,4 % 2 2 2 0 0 

Jansen W,2-0 BS,1 V/i 1 110 3 

Milwaukee 

Woodruff PA 7 5 5 3 6 

Hart l'/3 2 0 0 2 0 

Barnes 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Hader L,0-2 1 1110 3 

HBP-by Alexander (Pina). T-3:13. 
A-32,054 (41,900). 

Yankees 7, Royais 6 (10) 

Kansas City New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mrrfeld2b 5 12 0 LMahieu2b 4 110 

Mondesi ss 5 12 2 Voitdh 5 110 

A. Grdonlf 5 12 3 Gardner cf 5 13 0 

H.Dzierdh 4 12 1 C.Frzerrf 5 113 

Gore pr-dh 0 0 0 0 Tuchman If 4 2 2 0 

Solerrf 5 0 0 0 Urshela3b 4 0 0 0 

Owings3b 4 0 0 0 Ford lb 4 110 

Duda lb 4 0 0 0 T.Estrd ph 0 0 0 0 

MIdnadoc 4 110 Rominec 5 0 3 3 

B. HmItncf 3 110 Wadess 2 0 0 0 

Torres ph-ssl 000 
Totals 39 610 6 Totals 39 712 6 
Kansas City 000 000 060 0-6 

New York 110 030 010 1-7 

LOB-Kansas City 6, New York 9. 2B- 
Mondesi (6), A.Gordon (9), LeMahieu (6), 
Tauchman (4), Ford (1). HR—A.Gordon 

(4) , H.Dozier (6), C.Frazier (6). SB- 
Mondesi (7), B.Hamilton 2 (8). CS-Gore 
(2). S-T.Estrada (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Kansas City 

Lopez 7 8 5 4 1 6 

Peralta BS,3 1 2 110 1 

Barlow 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Diekman L,0-1 0 0 112 0 

Kennedy 'A 1 0 0 0 0 

New York 

Paxton 6 3 0 0 1 12 

Kahnie 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Green 0 2 3 3 1 0 

Ottavino BS,2 1 3 3 3 1 2 

Chapman 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Britton W,l-0 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Paxton pitched to 2 batters in the 7th 
Green pitched to 3 batters in the 8th 
Diekman pitched to 2 batters in the 10th 
HBP-by Lopez (LeMahieu). WP—Paxton. 
T-3:29. A-40,523 (47,309). 

Tigers 4, White Sox 3 

Chicago Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

L.Grciacf 4 111 J.Hrrsn2b 4 0 0 0 

Ti.Andrss 3 0 11 Cstllnsrf 4 2 10 

J.Abreudh 4 0 10 Mi.Cbrrdh 4 0 11 

Y.AInso lb 4 0 0 0 Goodrum If 4 0 11 

Moncada3b 4 0 10 Cndlrio3b 4 110 

El.Jmen If 4 0 0 0 Dixon lb 3 0 2 1 

W.Cstll c 3 0 0 0 G.Bckhm ss 3 1 11 

Cordell rf 3 110 Joh.Hckc 3 0 2 0 
Y.Sanch2b 3 110 J.Jonescf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 32 3 6 2 Totals 32 4 9 4 

Chicago ODD 000 030-3 

Detroit 010 101 lOx-4 

E-LGarcia (2). LOB-Chicago 3, De¬ 
troit 4. 2B-J.Abreu (5), Castellanos (8), 
Goodrum (8), Joh.Hicks (4). 3B—Can- 
delario (1). HR-G.Beckham (3). SB- 
Ti.Anderson 2 (9), Goodrum (2). CS— 
Moncada (2), J.Harrison (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Chicago 

Lopez L,l-3 6 7 3 2 0 8 

Ruiz 1 2 110 0 

Jones 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Detroit 

Norris W,1-0 5 2 0 0 1 6 

Farmer H,2 l'/3 0 0 0 0 3 

Hardy H,1 I'/j 3 3 3 0 0 

Alcantara H,3 'A 1 0 0 0 0 

Greene S,10-10 1 0 0 0 0 2 

WP-Alcantara. T-2:49. A-15,686 

(41,297). 

Rockies 4, Phiiiies 1 

Philadelphia Colorado 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

MeCtehn If 5 0 2 0 BIckmon rf 4 0 3 0 

C. Hrnan2b 5 0 0 0 Dahl If 3 110 

B.Hrperrf 3 0 0 0 Arenado3b 4 0 2 0 

Hoskins lb 4 0 0 0 Story ss 2 111 

Franco 3b 3 0 10 McMhnlb-2b3 1 0 0 
Quinn cf 4 0 0 0 Desmond cf 4 111 

Gsselinss 4 0 0 0 Woltersc 3 0 2 2 

Knapp c 1110 Hampsn2b 3 0 0 0 
Eckhoffp 0 0 0 0 Estevez p 0 0 0 0 

N.WIImsph 1 0 0 0 Obergp 0 0 0 0 

A.Davisp 0 0 0 0 Valaikaph 10 0 0 

Ralmuto ph 10 1 1 W.Davis p 0 0 0 0 

J.Grayp 2 0 0 0 

Rynldph-lb 2 0 0 0 

Totals 31 1 5 1 Totals 31 410 4 

Philadelphia ODD 000 001-1 

Colorado 001 003 OOx-4 

E-McMahon (1), Hampson 2 (2). DP- 
Philadelphia 1, Colorado 1. LOB—Phila¬ 
delphia 10, Colorado 11. 2B—Franco (4), 
Knapp (2), Wolters (6). 3B—Blackmon (3). 
SB-Story (5). S-Eickhoff (1), Dahl (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Philadelphia 

Eickhoff L,0-1 6 7 4 4 4 8 

Davis 2 3 0 0 2 3 

Colorado 

Gray W,2-3 6 1 0 0 4 5 

Estevez 1 10011 

Oberg 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Davis 1 3 110 1 

HBP-by Davis (Story). T-2:58. A- 
28,287 (50,398). 
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Bellinger denies Yelich, homers to lift LA 


By Rich Rovito 

Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE — Cody Bell¬ 
inger saved a run with his glove 
and nailed down a series-clinch¬ 
ing win for the Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers with his bat. 

After the game, he focused on 
food. 

“We are going to eat some pizza 
here in a minute,” Bellinger said 
when asked what he enjoyed most 
about the day. “Pretty hungry, 
honestly.” 

Bellinger reached over the 
right field wall to rob Christian 
Yelich in the eighth inning of yet 
another home run, then hit a solo 
drive off Josh Hader with two 
outs in the ninth to lift the Dodg¬ 
ers over the Milwaukee Brewers 
6-5 on Sunday. 

“I thought he hit it well and 
then I got to the wall as quick as I 
could,” Bellinger said. “It was so 
high in the air. You just get at the 
wall and read it and try to time 
it.” 

Yelich leads the mqjors with 13 
home runs. 

Bellinger connected for his 11th 


home run after pinch hitter Eric 
Thames launched a three-run 
homer off Dodgers closer Kenley 
Jansen (2-0) with two outs in the 
eighth that made it 5-all. 

Bellinger hammered a two- 
strike slider from Hader. 

“I just tried to put the barrel on 
it,” Bellinger said. 

On Friday night, the hard- 
throwing Hader (0-2) gave up a 
three-run homer to Enrique Her¬ 
nandez in the eighth that led Los 
Angeles to a 5-3 win. 

“It just comes down to execut¬ 
ing your pitch,” Hader said. “Bell¬ 
inger is swinging a hot bat right 
now and he made me pay.” 

Joe Pederson hit two home 
runs on his 27th birthday, includ¬ 
ing a drive to begin the game, 
and tied a career high with four 
hits. He scored three times as the 
Dodgers won for the seventh time 
in eight games. 

Los Angeles took three of four 
games at Miller Park. Last year, 
the Dodgers won Game 7 of 
the NL Championship Series in 
Milwaukee. 

Dodgers ace Clayton Kershaw 


allowed two hits and two runs in 
six effective innings in his sec¬ 
ond start of the season. The lefty 
opened on the injured list with 
left shoulder inflammation. 

“At times he had every single 
pitch working, and there were 
times he really couldn’t find it,” 
Dodgers manager Dave Roberts 
said. “But when he needed to 
make a pitch he did.” 

Pederson homered to straight¬ 
away center on the second pitch 
of the game against Brandon 
Woodruff Corey Seager followed 
with a double and scored on Bell¬ 
inger’s single. 

Seager’s RBI double in the sec¬ 
ond extended the lead to 3-0. The 
cushion grew to 4-0 on Bellinger’s 
run-scoring single. 

The Dodgers tacked on another 
run on Pederson’s second homer 
of the game, a leadoff shot off 
Woodruff in the fourth. 

“We are hitting our stride,” 
Pederson said. 

After failing to get a hit off 
Kershaw through four innings, 
the Brewers broke through in the 
fifth. 



Aaron Gash/AP 

The Dodgers’ Alex Verdugo, left, reacts after teammate Cody 
Bellinger makes a catch at the wall to deny the Brewers’ Christian 
Yelich a home run during the eighth inning Sunday in Milwaukee. 


Roundup 

Red Sox complete sweep of East-leading Rays 


The Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Christian 
Vazquez hit a sacrifice fly in the 11th in¬ 
ning, and the Boston Red Sox completed 
an uplifting three-game sweep of the AL 
East-leading Tampa Bay Rays with a 4-3 
victory Sunday. 

Rafael Devers singled off Jose Alvarado 
(0-2) to start the 11th and went to second 
when Michael Chavis walked. 

Both runners moved up a base on Jackie 
Bradley’s sacrifice bunt and Vazquez fol¬ 
lowed with his fly that Kevin Kiermaier 
ran down in center field. 

Marcus Walden (3-0) allowed an infield 
hit over two scoreless innings and Ryan 
Brasier worked the 11th to get his sixth 
save. 

After starting the season by losing eight 
of 10, the defending World Series champi¬ 
ons are 7-5 over the last 12 games and went 
from eight to five games behind the Rays. 

Yankees 7, Royals 6 (10): Austin Ro- 
mine drove in the winning run in the 10th 
inning with his third RBI single, and host 
New York overcame a bullpen collapse that 
followed another scoreless start by James 
Paxton to beat Kansas City. 

After adding All-Star slugger Aaron 
Judge to their ever-growing injury list, the 
Yankees escaped a couple late jams and 
got back over .500. 

Jake Diekman (0-1) walked Mike Tauch- 
man and Gio Urshela leading off the bottom 
of the 10th, and 23-year-old Thairo Estrada 
made his big league debut as a pinch hitter 
and sacrificed against Ian Kennedy. 

Paxton allowed three hits and became 
only the second Yankees pitcher to strike 
out 12 or more in consecutive starts. 

Braves 11, Indians 5: Josh Donaldson 
had two homers and four RBIs, Freddie 
Freeman added three hits and Atlanta 
pounded host Cleveland’s pitching for the 
second straight night. 

Rangers 11, Astros 10: Joey Gallo had 



Steve Nesius/AP 


The Red Sox’s Rafael Devers celebrates 
as he scores the game-winning run on 
a sacrifice fly hit by Christian Vazquez 
during the 11th inning Sunday, in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. The Red Sox beat the 
Rays 4-3. 

the first sacrifice fly of his career in his 
1,337th plate appearance and matched his 
best with five RBIs, helping Shelby Miller 
get his first m^or league victory in two 
years as host Texas held on. 

The Astros hit five solo home runs after 
falling behind 10-1, including a pair from 
Carlos Correa and Josh Reddick in the 
eighth inning to get within three. 

Blue Jays 5, Athletics 4: Justin Smoak 
got thrown out on a wild sequence that 
began with another sensational play by 
Oakland center fielder Ramon Laureano, 
but wound up with four hits in visiting To¬ 
ronto’s victory. 

Smoak homered to help Toronto post its 
first road sweep of at least three games 
since 2015 and cap a 6-1 trip for manager 
Charlie Montoyo’s club. The Blue Jays went 
1-5 on their first trip earlier this season. 


Cardinals 6, Mets 4: Paul Goldschmidt 
drove in two runs and Noah Syndergaard 
had better luck at the plate than on the 
mound, hitting a homer with Dexter Fowl¬ 
er’s help as host St. Louis beat New York. 

Syndergaard (1-2) allowed six runs, four 
earned, on eight hits in five innings, but 
his most memorable play came while bat¬ 
ting in the fourth. He hit a deep flyball to 
center that Fowler leaped for on the warn¬ 
ing track even though it was well below the 
fence. The ball deflected off Fowler’s glove 
and over the fence for Syndergaard’s fifth 
career homer and first since Aug. 16, 2016, 
at Arizona. 

Rockies 4, Phillies 1: Jon Gray pitched 
six scoreless innings, Tony Wolters had a 
two-run double and host Colorado beat 
Philadelphia for its sixth win in seven 
games. 

Trevor Story and Ian Desmond also had 
RBI singles for the Rockies, who won three 
of four against the Phillies for their second 
series win of the season and first at home. 

Padres 4, Reds 3: Austin Hedges hom¬ 
ered and Wil Myers hit a go-ahead, two- 
run double in the four-run third inning for 
host San Diego, which beat Cincinnati to 
snap a six-game losing streak. 

Myers’ double to left off Tyler Mahle 
gave the Padres their first lead in a week. 
They hadn’t led since taking a 1-0 advan¬ 
tage in the first inning at Arizona on April 
14 in a game they’d lose 8-4. They returned 
home and lost two to Colorado before drop¬ 
ping the first three games of this series. 

Cubs 2, Diamondbacks 1: David Bote 
hit a game-ending RBI single in the ninth 
inning, and host Chicago used a terrific 
performance by Tyler Chatwood to beat 
Arizona. 

Led by Chatwood’s six sparkling innings, 
Chicago carried a 1-0 lead into the ninth. 

Angels 8, Mariners 6: Tommy La Stella 
hit two home runs and host Los Angeles 
held on against Seattle to end a six-game 
losing streak. 


Kevan Smith and Brian Goodwin also 
homered and Mike Trout hit two doubles 
for the Angels, who avoided a four-game 
sweep in the series with the Mariners. 
Jaime Barria (2-1) gave up one run in five 
innings. 

Iwins 4, Orioles 3: Kyle Gibson pitched 
six sharp innings, Willians Astudillo drove 
in two runs and Minnesota held off host 
Baltimore for a three-game sweep. 

After hitting 11 home runs in a double- 
header Saturday, the Twins used a differ¬ 
ent approach to secure their ninth straight 
victory over Baltimore. Minnesota failed 
to go deep. Nelson Cruz scored after being 
hit by a pitch and a botched fly ball led to a 
pair of unearned runs. 

Tigers 4, White Sox 3: Daniel Norris 
struck out six batters in five innings to 
earn his first win in two years and help 
host Detroit beat Chicago. 

Norris (1-0) allowed two hits and walked 
one, earning his first victory since Sept. 
28, 2017, and Gordon Beckham homered 
against his former team as the Tigers won 
two of three in the series. 

Nationals 5, Marlins 0: Stephen Stras- 
burg dominated his favorite foil, striking 
out 11 and allowing two hits in eight in¬ 
nings to help visiting Washington avert a 
series sweep. 

Ryan Zimmerman hit two solo home 
runs, and Brian Dozier also had a solo 
homer. 

Giants 3, Pirates 2: Buster Posey 
snapped the longest homerless drought of 
his career with a three-run shot and tagged 
out host Pittsburgh’s Jung Ho Kang at the 
plate for the final out. 

Posey sent a fastball from Chris Archer 
(1-1) just over the fence in center field with 
one out in the fifth to give the Giants the 
lead. The home run was the first for the 
six-time All-Star catcher since he went 
deep against the Miami Marlins on June 
19,2018, a span of 237 at-bats. 
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HertI lifts Sharks 
past Vegas in 20T 

Short-handed goal forces pivotal Game 7 


By W.g. Ramirez 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — After winning 
Game 5 at home to avoid elimina¬ 
tion, Tomas Hertl vowed the San 
Jose Sharks would return to SAP 
Center for a seventh and deci¬ 
sive game in their opening round 
series with the Vegas Golden 
Knights. 

One day later, he clarified it 
wasn’t necessarily a guarantee, 
but rather a vote of confidence his 
team would force a Game 7. 

Either way, he came through 
Sunday to make it happen. 

Hertl scored a short-handed 
goal 11:17 into the second over¬ 
time to lift San Jose to a 2-1 win 
over the Golden Knights, forcing 
a deciding game in their first- 
round playoff series. 

“At first moment when I get it, 
I was already a little bit tired, I 
was thinking maybe just dump it 
in and change, but I saw a little bit 
of space, so I just take a couple of 
steps and try shoot it,” Hertl said. 
“If you don’t try you never know, 
so I tried it and it somehow get 
through, and for sure huge goal.” 

Just 31 seconds after Barclay 
Goodrow was called for slashing 
Brayden McNabb, it was Marc- 
Edouard poking the puck from in 
front of Jones with a stretch pass 


Did you know 




Hertl became’ 
the first 
player in NHL 
history to score 
a short-handed 
winner in a postseason 
game that required 
multiple overtimes. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 

down the center of the ice, where 
a weary Hertl was there to gather 
the delivery, skate past Vegas’ 
Shea Theodore and beat Marc- 
Andre Fleury with a wrist shot to 
seal the win and force Game 7 on 
Tuesday at San Jose. 

Fleury has won the last two 
Game 7s he has started: the Stan¬ 
ley Cup Final against Detroit in 
2009, and at Washington in 2017. 

Asked if he had an assurance 
for Tuesday, Hertl laughed and 
simply guaranteed the Sharks 
would show up and play their best 
game. 

“Game 7 is the most fun game 
you can play in the NHL,” Hertl 
said. 



Steve Marcus/AP 


The Sharks celebrate after San Jose center Tomas Hertl, center, scored in the second overtime of 
Sunday’s Game 6 to beat the Vegas Golden Knights 2-1 and force Game 7 in their first-round series. 


Marchand, Bruins beat Leafs 


Associated Press 

TORONTO — Facing elimination, Boston didn’t 
panic when it fell behind halfway through the first 
period. The Bruins kept their focus, quickly tied 
it and took the lead, and then held off the Toronto 
Maple Leafs to force a Game 7 in their first-round 
playoff series. 

Brad Marchand had two goals and an assist as the 
Bruins beat the Maple Leafs 4-2 on Sunday. 

“We just knew there was a lot of game left,” March¬ 
and said. “We’ve come from behind a lot this year. 
We weren’t fazed. We came together, played very 
hard after that. We played a really good game.” 

Torey Krug and Jake DeBrusk also scored, and 
David Pastrnak had two assists to help Boston avoid 
elimination. Tuukka Rask stopped 22 shots. 

“[We] gave ourselves another opportunity for an¬ 
other game,” Marchand said. “We got to try to repli¬ 
cate it. They’re going to come hard. They’ve played 
really well so far in our building this series.” 

Morgan Rielly and Auston Matthews scored for 
Toronto in a series neither team has managed back- 
to-back victories and each has won twice on the 
road. Frederik Andersen finished with 37 saves. 

“It is what is now,” Maple Leafs forward John Ta¬ 
vares said. “We’ve still got a good chance to win this 
series. That’s what our focus is on now. It’s over with 
now. Obviously we’d love to get it done today. It’s not 
the case.” 

The Bruins will host the deciding game on Tues¬ 
day night. 

The Maple Leafs, who lost to the Bruins in seven 
games in both 2013 and last spring, have not ad¬ 
vanced to the second round of the playoffs since 
2004. 

“You try to forget the past, whether it’s this se¬ 
ries or last year’s series,” DeBrusk said, “and un- 



Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 


Boston left wing Brad Marchand celebrates his 
first-period goal with left wing Marcus Johansson 
(90) in Toronto on Sunday. Marchand had two 
goals and an assist in the Bruins’ 4-2 Game 6 
victory over the Maple Leafs. 

derstand they’re going to come out with everything 
they’ve got and so are we.” 

The winner of this series will take on the Colum¬ 
bus Blue Jackets, who got the Eastern Conference’s 
last wild card and then swept a Tampa Bay Light¬ 
ning team that tied an NHL record with 62 victories 
in the regular season. 


Scoreboard 


(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Columbus 4, Tampa Bay 0 

Columbus 4, Tampa Bay 3 
Columbus 5, Tampa Bay 1 
Columbus 3, Tampa Bay 1 
Columbus 7, Tampa Bay 3 
Toronto 3, Boston 3 
Toronto 4, Boston 1 
Boston 4, Toronto 1 
Toronto 3, Boston 2 
Boston 6, Toronto 4 
Toronto 2, Boston 1 
Sunday: Boston 4, Toronto 2 
x-Tuesday: at Boston 

Washington 3, Carolina 2 
Washington 4, Carolina 2 
Washington 4, Carolina 3, OT 
Carolina 5, Washington 0 
Carolina 2, Washington 1 
Washington 6, Columbus 0 
Monday: at Carolina 
x-Wednesday: at Washington 
New York Islanders 4, Pittsburgh 0 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Pittsburgh 3, OT 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Pittsburgh 1 
N.Y. Islanders 4, Pittsburgh 1 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Pittsburgh 1 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Dallas 3, Nashville 2 
Dallas 3, Nashville 2 
Nashville 2, Dallas 1, OT 
Nashville 3, Dallas 2 
Dallas 5, Nashville 1 
Dallas 5, Nashville 2 
Monday: at Dallas 
x-Wednesday: at Nashville 
St. Louis 4„ Winnipeg 2 
St. Louis 2, Winnipeg 1 
St. Louis 4, Winnipeg 3 
Winnipeg 6, St. Louis 3 
Winnipeg 2, St. Louis 1, OT 
St. Louis 3, Winnipeg 2 
St. Louis 3, Winnipeg 2 

Colorado 4, Calgary 1 
Calgary 4, Colorado 0 
Colorado 3, Calgary 2, OT 
Colorado 6, Calgary 2 
Colorado 3, Calgary 2, OT 
Colorado 5, Calgary 1 

Vegas 3, San Jose 3 
San Jose 5, Vegas 2 
Vegas 5, San Jose 3 
Vegas 6, San Jose 3 
Vegas 5, San Jose 0 
San Jose 5, Vegas 2 
Sunday: San Jose 2, Vegas 1 (20T) 
x-Tuesday: at San Jose 


Sunday 

Sharks 2, Vegas 1 (20T) 

San Jose 1 0 0 0 1-2 

Vegas 0 1 0 0 0-1 

First Period—1, San Jose, Couture 4 
(Meier), 19:51. 

Second Period—2, Vegas, Marches- 
sault 3 (W.Karlsson, Theodore), 11:20. 

Second Overtime—3, San Jose, Hertl 5 
(Vlasic), 11:17 (sh). 

Shots on Goal—San Jose 9-7-4-8-1—29. 
Vegas 10-17-17-7-8-59. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 0 
of 2; Vegas 0 of 3. 

Goalies—San Jose, Jones 3-2 (59 shots- 
58 saves). Vegas, Fleury 3-3 (29-27). 

A-18,458 (17,367). T-4:l. 

Bruins 4, Maple Leafs 2 

Boston 2 1 1—4 

Toronto 1 0 1—2 

First Period—1, Toronto, Rielly 1 (Mar- 
leau, Nylander), 9:42. 2, Boston, March¬ 
and 3 (Bergeron), 11:23 (pp). 3, Boston, 
Krug 1 (Marchand, Pastrnak), 17:02 (pp). 

Second Period—4, Boston, DeBrusk 1 
(Pastrnak, Krej'ci), 7:57. 

Third Period—5, Toronto, Matthews 
5 (Dermott, Gardiner), 4:15. 6, Boston, 
Marchand 4 (Chara, McAvoy), 18:06. 

Shots on Goal—Boston 14-16-11—41. 
Toronto 6-9-9—24. 

Power-play opportunities—Boston 2 
of 2; Toronto 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Boston, Rask 3-3 (24 shots-22 
saves). Toronto, Andersen 3-3 (40-37). 

A-19,683 (18,819). T-2:32. 

Calendar 

May 27-June 1 — NHL scouting com¬ 
bine, Buffalo, N.Y. 

June 15 — Last possible day for Stan¬ 
ley Cup Final. 

June 20 — NHL general managers 
meetings, Vancouver, British Columbia. 

June 21-22 — NHL Draft, Vancouver, 
British Columbia. 

July 1 — Free agency begins noon 
EDT. 

Oct. 26 — Tim Hortons NHL Heritage 
Classic, Calgary vs. Winnipeg, Regina, 
Saskatchewan. 
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NHL _ 

Reps split on playoff format changes 

Some players want switch back to conference seeding; others favor rivalries created in divisions 


Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 

Maple Leafs defenseman Travis Dermott, left, and Bruins center Charlie Coyle battle Sunday during Game 6 of their first-round playoff 
series in Toronto. The two teams are going to a Game 7 in the first round for the second straight year. 

What they said 


“In my opinion, I prefer the 1 plays 8 format. Divisions that are stronger have 
teams eliminated in the first round that should have a chance to gather steam 
and make pushes deeper into the playoffs." 

Jonathan Toews, Chicago 

“Everyone knows what it should be: 1 through 8. The way it used to be." 

Justin Faulk, Carolina 

“I can’t think of a player that really likes the way it is. It always seems to work 
out where one division is significantly stronger like last year with Winnipeg and 
Nashville playing in the second round and absolutely beating the crap out of each 
other to seven games." 

Devan Dubnyk, Minnesota 

“I think there’s the concern with the top teams playing against each other and 
clashing at the beginning, where you’re kind of losing one of the top three seeds 
of the NHL just from the first two rounds of the playoffs. So I don’t know if any¬ 
thing is really necessary to change, but it would definitely would be interesting 
and fun if they wanted to do that." 

Brandon Carlo, Boston 

“I like it. I do. It keeps a little bit of the appreciation as far as how hard it is 
to win the Stanley Cup. I might be biased, but it’s the hardest trophy to win in 
sports I feel. I think you change that format and personally it would take away 
from how hard some of those guys have worked to win the Cup before they did 
change it. That’s how I would feel. I like the format that we have now." 

Zach Bogosian, Buffalo 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

Hockey players are conditioned 
to think that winning the Stanley 
Cup means going through the 
best teams to be the best team. 

That doesn’t mean they are 
blind to some of the inequalities 
of the NHL’s current divisional 
playoff format. An Associated 
Press/Canadian Press survey of 
NHLPA representatives from all 
31 teams shows that almost half 
favor changing the format — and 
most of those support going back 
to seeding the Eastern and West¬ 
ern conferences 1 through 8, the 
structure that was used from 
1994-2013. 

This is the sixth playoffs where 
each division’s top three teams 
and a wild card are bracketed 
together with no reseeding by 
round. A year ago, Nashville and 
Winnipeg finished first and sec¬ 
ond in the league in points and 
met in the second round. The 
same thing happened with Wash¬ 
ington and Pittsburgh in 2017. 

“It’s kind of tough the fact that 
a lot of good teams are going out 
first or second rounds,” Colum¬ 
bus defenseman David Savard 
said. “I think maybe we need to 
look back at maybe 1 against 8 
and play that format.” 

Savard was among 15 player 
representatives (48.4 who said 
the divisional format should be 
changed. Seven (22.6%) others 
said it should stay the same and 
the other nine (29%) were non¬ 
committal. The players were 
surveyed March 7-April 4, before 
the playoff matchups for this year 
were fully set. 

The NHL went to back to a di¬ 
visional structure similar to what 
it used from 1982-93 in large part 
to create or revive rivalries. To¬ 
ronto and Boston are going to a 
Game 7 in the first round for the 
second consecutive year, while 
the Capitals and Penguins met in 
the playoffs three times in a row 
with each series going at least six 
games. 

“I think it’s good for the rival¬ 
ries,” said New Jersey goaltender 
Cory Schneider, who supports the 
current format. “I think it’s good 
for the teams seeing each other 
year after year. You can cry what’s 
fair or not fair, the two best teams 
meeting in the second round, but 
it’s going to be great hockey one 
way or another. I think that’s the 
best part about the playoffs is that 
it’s a two-month gladiator event 
where everyone just beats the 
crap out of each other.” 

Presidents’ Trophy winner 
Tampa Bay losing in the first 
round to eighth-seeded Colum¬ 
bus is more of a Lightning prob¬ 
lem than a format problem. If 
the Lightning had gotten past the 
Blue Jackets, a potential second- 
round series against the Bruins 
would have guaranteed to knock 
out one of the top three teams in 
the league before the conference 
finals. 


Travel is the biggest concern 
among players when it comes to 
a playoff format, and it’s much 
more of an issue in the spread- 
out West. Grouping by divisions 
is designed to limit those issues, 
but the wild-card system means a 
team like Nashville could face a 
team from California, Vancouver, 
Edmonton or Calgary in the first 
round if it lines up that way. 

“The biggest issue is probably 
the travel for the Western Con¬ 
ference,” said Predators defense- 
man Yannick Weber, who did not 
indicate a preference either way 
for changing the format. “If we 
have to go to California for each 
round and Eastern teams have 
a little bit of an easier schedule, 
I think that’s the only downside 
from it.” 

The most equitable format is 
seeding playoff teams 1 through 
16, which the NHL tried in 1981 
and 1982. The potential for cross¬ 
continent travel in each round is 
the biggest impediment to mak¬ 
ing that leap. 

The Southern Professional 
Hockey League has tested a 
“challenge round” format where 
the top three seeds in each confer¬ 
ence get to pick their first-round 
opponent from seeds 5-8. Florida 
Panthers defenseman Keith Yan- 
dle suggested that for the NHL in 
a recent interview with Sportsnet 
in Canada. 


A pick-your-opponent format 
would create plenty of bulletin- 
board material for lower-seed¬ 
ed teams. But in a sport where 
matchup advantages, injuries and 
momentum matter more than the 
results of an 82-game regular sea¬ 
son, it could silence complaints 
that the current format devalues 
everything from October through 
March. 

“It almost gets to a point that 
the regular season doesn’t really 
mean anything because you see 
those divisions, there’s such a big 
difference between them,” Pitts¬ 
burgh defenseman Kris Letang 
said. “If you have to cross over 
and now you’re facing an easier 
division because you’re a wild 
card, doesn’t seem to be fair for 
me. The whole regular season 
needs to have a bigger effect on 
the playoffs.” 

That’s where the argument 
comes in that the NHL should 
move to a play-in system like 
baseball, perhaps where the Nos. 
7 and 10 seeds and Nos. 8 and 9 
seeds in each conference play 
once to see who gets in. That 
would theoretically give more of 
a boost to the top two teams in the 
East and West. 

But this format is locked in 
through at least next season. 

Colorado’s Ian Cole, who played 
twice in the recent Penguins- 
Capitals playoff trilogy, supports 


the division rivalry format be¬ 
cause it’s doing what it intended: 
generate interest. 

“We were actually talking 
about it the other day in the locker 
room: As much as you’d like to see 
one through eight or one through 
16, then you’re having Calgary 
playing Florida, for instance, in 
the first round,” Cole said. “Does 
that move the needle, as opposed 


to Boston versus Montreal, which 
certainly does move the needle? 

“I think there was some good 
thought behind it and yeah, sure, 
there are going to be some divi¬ 
sions stronger than others. Some 
teams are going to get left out be¬ 
cause of that or get in because of 
that. It’s one of those things that 
this is the current format and we 
work with it the best we can.” 
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No easy choices 

NFL Draft gives teams hope 
— but not guarantees » Page 25 


NBA 


Home away 
from home 

Road teams win all eight of 
weekend’s playoff games 


Pictured, clockwise from top: 
Boston’s Marcus Morris; 
Denver’s Jamal Murray; 
Golden State’s Andre Iguodala; 
and Toronto’s Kawhi Leonard. 

AP photos 



Associated Press 

R oad, sweet road. 

There were eight NBA playoff games 
this weekend, and all eight were won by 
the road team. It’s the first time in NBA 
history there were eight road playoff wins 
in a two-day span. 

“Road wins are the best, especially in the playoffs,” 
Toronto’s Kawhi Leonard said. 

The Raptors were one of the eight road winners this 
weekend, prevailing at Orlando on Sunday. Other Sun¬ 
day road winners included Boston over Indiana, Golden 
State over the Los Angeles Clippers and Portland over 
Oklahoma City. 

SEE AWAY ON PAGE 31 


Road wins are the 
best, especially in 
the playoffs.' 

Kawhi Leonard 

Raptors forward 


Marchand, Bruins top Maple Leafs 
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Sharks edge Golden Knights in 20T 
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